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Korea's School Education

1-1 Korean Education and Economic Growth

Hello, everyone! Welcome to “The Korean Economy and School Education.” My name
is Go Sun. The "Korean Economy and School Education Course" will look into the role
Korean education has played in the development of the Korean economy.

Some say that Korea has achieved a miracle of rapid economic growth based on its
excellent human resources despite its scarce natural resources. Korean school
education played a major role in fostering such human resources.

This course will explore how Korean school education has changed, and it will
examine how the development of the Korean economy and changes in Korean school
education have affected each other. Furthermore, it will look at how Korean school
education has been formed and developed and how it has overcome the challenges it
has faced in the process.

In particular, this course will pay attention to the role of the state, that is, the
Korean government. Human capital serves as the basis of economic growth. That is
why every country worldwide is working to promote school education. Governments
always play a leading role in the process of universal extension and development of
education, from elementary education, where students learn basic skills such as writing,
reading, and counting, to secondary education, and higher education.

In this course, | will also focus on the Korean government's contributions and
education policies in the process of accumulating human capital, the driving force of

economic growth.
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Let's think about school. What is school? A school refers to a place and system
where many students gather and receive education together. Education, that is,
teaching and learning something, can consist of many forms. Education does not have
to be done only through schools. However, at some point in human history, school
education took its place as a representative form of formal education.

When it comes to school education, the method of gathering several students in
one place and educating them together has been used for a very long time. Since the
modern age, when local communities and governments began to provide public
education, schools have been the model of formal education. This can be seen as a
result of the desire to educate more people and reap the consequences of education
as fruit for national and economic development.

Local or national governments build schools, hire teachers, and run schools with
revenue from taxes. When government finances are sufficient, they accept all students
who are ready to go to school, and when the finances are not sufficient, they select
some students. As formal education through schools develops further, schools can
provide students with more opportunities to be educated in schools. Ultimately, schools
evolve to provide formal education to children and young students in their age group.

Regular schooling begins with primary education. For example, the Korean
government began regular education by gathering children between six and seven and
teaching them to read, write, and count. A long time ago, many people in Korea could
not read or write. This is simply because they didn't have enough opportunities to
learn. However, this landscape started changing when the Korean government
established schools and taught all children to read, write and count.
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Among young people, the illiterate population began to decline rapidly. The beginning
of Korean regular education allowed more people to read, write and count, thereby
rapidly spreading technological innovations and greatly increasing productivity. The
modern economic growth started by the Industrial Revolution accelerated further.

The Industrial Revolution led to the development of new technologies. However,
these technological innovations could lead to rapid economic growth only when a labor
force with sufficient human capital can be utilized at the production site. So, the
universal spread of schooling and the declining share of the illiterate population were
prerequisites for early industrialization.

Economic growth and technological advances after the modern era led more Koreans
to seek more educational opportunities beyond simple reading, writing, and counting.
High schools, which would train elites in Korea, were first transformed into public
educational institutions. In addition, the government provided more children and
adolescents with advanced courses in writing, reading, and counting.

Various classes were actively started, such as science, geography, philosophy, and
physical education. Inheriting the traditional curriculum, the Korean government divided
and specialized in academic high schools for higher education and vocational high
schools for training technicians.

After the end of World War |, university education and graduate education were
gradually expanded. At this time, higher education had not yet become universal in all
countries of the world. However, in some countries such as Korea and the US, the rate
of students entering higher education institutions has increased rapidly.

In Korea, even before the free high school education system was implemented,
almost all teenagers had already graduated from high school. Recently, more than 70%
of students go to college after graduating from high school.
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So, the development of school education is closely linked to the nation's economy.
Children and adolescents in their age group are educated in newly established schools,
with low educational expenses with government support. This process has a positive
impact on technological progress and economic growth.

School-educated students become a key driving force of economic growth and
development. This virtuous cycle was achieved thanks to the desire for education
among students and their parents, the dedication of teachers, and the support of
philanthropists. Or, course, active government policy leadership, and support.

In this course, | will look into examine how school education has evolved in Korea in
connection with the development process of the Korean economy. In the first week, |
will look at the reality of Korean education. Then | will outline the formative process of
Korean school education. Afterward, | will examine the formation and development
process of education at each level by dividing it into early childhood and elementary
education, secondary education, and higher education.

| will discuss teachers and education finance, which are the core frameworks of the
education system for a week each. Afterward, | will talk about, women, private
education, and education equalization, which are three main topics in the course of the
development of the Korean economy.

In the eleventh week, | will look at assessment tests and review educational
performance. Finally, in the twelfth week, | will discuss education other than regular

school education, that is, education at private schools.

So far, | have briefly outlined this course and course schedule. Next time, | will take
a look at the current state of Korean education. Thank you.
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1-2 Current State of Education in Korea 1

Hello, everyone! Last time, | talked about school education and economic
development. And | explained the purpose, the main point, and the subject of this
course. This time, | will take a look at the current state of Korean education. To be
specific, | will look into how Korea's kindergarten, elementary school, and secondary
school education show results in global education.

Most children and adolescents in Korea complete elementary and secondary
education. According to statistics from the Ministry of Education, the recent enrollment
rate is 98% for elementary school, 97% for middle school, and 92% for high school.
The enrollment rate is the number of students enrolled at each school divided by the
school-age population. The actual age of students attending school is often higher or
lower than the school-age population. In this case, the enrollment rate may be higher
than 100% as people other than the school-age population are also included in the
numerator.

Statistical results change depending on what time of year the statistics are
compiled. The size of the school-age population remains the same, but the number of
enrolled students may fluctuate due to reasons such as suspension of study or
emigration. So a little error is not significant. However, the high school enrollment rate
is lower than the elementary or middle school enrollment rate.

Korea's elementary school enrollment rate has already reached a level close to 100%
since before the 1960s. Middle school and high school enrollment rates have increased
rapidly since the 1960s with a gap of about ten years. The middle school enrollment
rate reaches nearly 100% in the late 1970s and the high school enrollment rate
reached it in the 1990s.
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Most students who enter elementary, middle, and high schools in Korea succeed in
graduating. Elementary school and middle school are currently compulsory education,
and all students graduate and go on to upper schools. The dropout rate is less than
1% in elementary and middle schools, and the high school dropout rate is around 1%,
which is very low.

Most high school graduates also go on to higher education courses such as
institutions as vocational colleges and universities. The college entrance rate of high
school graduates each year is over 70%. The proportion of students who complete
higher education in the same cohort is higher when retakers and students who enter
late after employment are taken into account.

Korea's educational achievements are also evident when looking at the level of
education completion of the adult population. according to the education index data
compiled by the OECD, among the population aged 25 to 64, middle school graduates
or less are 11%, and high school graduates are 39%. On the other hand, nearly half
have completed higher education at the junior college level or more.

The share of the population with secondary school graduates or less is lower than
the OECD average or the EU22 average. The population share of high school graduates
is also lower than that of the OECD and EU22 as well as the US and Japan. The
share of the population that has completed higher education is as high as that of the
US and Japan. Of course, it is not easy to simply compare school enrollment rates
across countries, as education systems and environments vary greatly from country to
country.
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But Korea was one of the poorest countries in the world at the beginning of the
20th century. From 1950 to 1953, South Korea experienced the devastating Korean
War. Nonetheless, Korea has a world-class level of education completion among the
adult population. This proves the fact that Korean education has achieved rapid
quantitative growth.

Looking at the level of education completion among the young population from the
ages of 25 to 34, you can see the current performance of Korea's education more
clearly. Korea has undergone rapid and huge change and growth since the Korean War
in the late 20th century. That is why Korea has such large differences in educational
performance by age group.

As of 2020, when looking only at the age group of 25 to 34, the proportion of
young people who have completed higher education in a junior college or more is now
reaching about 70%. Considering that the entrance rate after high school graduation is
over 70%, this figure is predicted to rise even higher in the future.

One of the key indicators of the quality of school education is how much it spends
per student on education. Korea has the world's highest level of public education
expenditure per student in elementary and secondary education. The cost of public
education is the sum of all expenditures for formal education, including those of the
government and the private sector. This also includes tuition fees from parents.
According to the education index data prepared by the OECD, the level of public
education expenditure per student in Korea in 2018 reached 12,535 dollars for
elementary education and 14,978 dollars for secondary education. The OECD average is
$9,550 for primary education and $11,192 for secondary education. The EU22 average
is at a similar level to the EU22. All of them are not up to the Korean level.
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Of course, some countries spend more on public education per student than Korea.
The US spends more on public education per student in elementary school than Korea.
And the nation spends slightly less on public education per student in secondary
education than Korea. The public education expenditure per student in Japan is close
to the OECD average. Further, the public education expenditure per student is lower
than Korea's expenditure.

Korea has a slightly lower public education expenditure per student in higher
education than other countries. The expenditure is 11,290 dollars as of 2018. This
amount is below the OECD average of 17,065 dollars and the EU22 average of 16,986
dollars. It is less than the $19,309 of public education expenditure per student in
higher education in the US and the $34,036 of the expenditure in Japan.

Some experts use this figure to argue that the level of investment in higher
education in Korea is behind that of other countries. Others say that the level of
investment in higher education in Korea is insufficient, with the fact that the public
education cost per student in higher education is lower than that of primary or
secondary education.

However, you need to be careful when reading this statistic. These figures are not
easily comparable across countries. Unlike primary and secondary education, higher
education has a very different ratio of students to the school-age population.

Korea's higher education completion rate is among the highest in the world. If more
students are accommodated and educated in the same facilities and educational
environment, the education cost per student can be reduced. Therefore, the level of
investment in higher education needs to be considered along with the degree of
generalization of higher education and whether it is for the elite.
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We also need to take a careful look at how the public education expenditures
included in these statistics are actually calculated. This is because the cost of higher
education includes not only the cost of education itself but also the cost of research
and development.

Korea ranks among the world's highest in the Programme for International Student
Assessment (PISA) conducted by the OECD. PISA evaluates 15-year-old students in
regular schools in many countries around the world with tests in reading, math, and
science learning outcomes. Korea's average test scores for the PISA are ranked at the
top of all participating countries, including OECD countries.

In the PISA conducted in 2018, among OECD member countries, Korea ranked 2nd
to 7th in reading, 1st to 4th in math, and 3rd to 5th in science. Even including all
participating countries, Korea ranked 6th to 11th in reading, 5th to 9th in math, and
6th to 10th in science. These reflect the results for a total of 79 participating
countries. In the previous exams conducted every three years, Korea always ranked
high with high average scores.

Recruitment of excellent teachers is important to provide quality education.
Appropriate compensation is essential to selecting excellent teachers. Higher salaries for
teachers are more likely to attract better teachers. The education indicators prepared
by the OECD show that primary and secondary school teacher salaries in Korea are
good compared to other countries. If you look at the annual statutory salary amount
for teachers with 15 years of experience as of 2020, In South Korea, it was 59,103
dollars for elementary school teachers, 59,165 dollars for middle school teachers, and
65,248 dollars for high school teachers. This is above the OECD average and the EU22
average. Although the statutory salary of teachers in Korea is lower than that of the
United States, it is higher than that of Japan.
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In terms of percentage conversion, the annual salary of Korean teachers with 15
years of experience is about 23% higher for elementary school and about 12.5% higher
for high school than the OECD average. These statistics show that the status of
teachers in the Korean labor market may be higher than in other countries. In Korea,
compared to other countries, more qualified or productive people are more likely to
become teachers.

So far, we have looked at the current state of Korean education with several
indicators that show input and performance. In Korea, all children and adolescents
complete primary and secondary education, and more than 70% of them complete
higher education.

Reading, math, and science test scores in primary and secondary education are also
among the highest in the world. These outstanding achievements have been made
based on active investments in formal schooling. The level of investment in formal
school education in Korea is very high. Teacher salaries are also high.

Then, behind these positive points, what problems does Korean education have?

Many people have various concerns about education in Korea. Next time Il look at
these concerns. Thank you.
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1-3 Current State of Education in Korea 2

Hello, everyone! Last time, we looked at the current state of Korean education with
several indicators that show input and performance. We were able to confirm that
Korean education is performing well compared to other countries in the world.

However, it is difficult to just say that Korean education is excellent in all aspects.
Korea's regular school education has many problems and faces several reform tasks.
This time, we will focus on the problems of Korean education, which is showing
excellent results in various indicators.

What problems and challenges does Korean education have? One of the biggest
problems is the burden of entrance exams and the high cost of private education.
Some point out that children and teenagers spend too much time studying and that
Korean education is biased toward subjects for entrance exam.

in terms of input and performance indicators reflect the widening gap in education
between regions, schools, and individuals of different socioeconomic backgrounds. You
can often hear the opinion that active support is needed for the increasing number of
multicultural students. | will go through these issues one by one.

The first problem is private education. In Korea, education is divided into public
education and private education. Regular school education is public education. Private
education is a collective term for non-formal tutoring activities that take place outside
of regular school education. It includes night classes, cram schooling, private lessons,
and after-school classes.
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The terms “public education” and “private education” in Korea are completely
different from the English terms “public education” and “private education,” which divide
schools according to the establishment entity. In English, public education means
education in public schools established and operated by central or local governments.
Private education usually refers to education conducted at private schools established
and operated by the private sector.

To be specific, there is a strict distinction between private and public schools.

Public education in Korea means regular school education, so it includes not only
education in national and public schools but also education in private schools. Private
secondary schools in Korea are strictly controlled in their operations as they receive
financial support from the government and follow the standard curriculum set by the
government.

Therefore, the term public education in Korea is close to formal education, which
includes both public education and private education in English. Therefore, when the
term public education in Korea is expressed in English, it should be understood as
cram schooling, which means an entrance examination institute, and private tutoring,
which means private supplementary classes.

Korea has a very high participation rate in private education. About three-quarters
of all elementary, middle, and high school students receive private education. This ratio
is the largest at 80% or more in elementary school and decreases slightly as students
move up to middle school and high school. While classes for lower grades in
elementary school end around 2:00 p.m., working couples come home from work in the
evening. Therefore, in many cases, such students should attend private classes such as
after-school programs, Taekwondo classes, piano classes, and art classes.
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Of course, there are many private classes and private tutoring to supplement or
pre-learn school subjects such as math and English. In this regard, even in high
schools, the participation rate in cram schooling and private tutoring is still at 64.6%.
The average number of hours of participation in private classes per week is six to
seven hours, and the average monthly cost per student is close to 500,000 won. The
average cost per student in school is 400,000 won per month for elementary school,
535,000 won per month for middle school, and 649,000 won per month for high
school. It's not a small amount. In Korea, the burden of such expenses is
considerable, and the level of private education varies depending on the family
environment and household income. These differences may in turn lead to differences
in educational outcomes. However, the problem of private education in Korean
education does not simply lie in the burden of cost. Most students in the upper grades
of elementary school, middle school, or high school participate in private education to
learn some subjects such as math, English, Korean, and science to improve test scores.

Instead of supplementary education for school education, they often start private
education as a prerequisite learning course to learn what they will learn at school.
According to a survey conducted in 2011 by a Korean educational organization, 76% of
elementary school students, 83% of middle school students, and 69% of high school
students are doing prerequisite learning on math.

It means that students have already learned what they would learn at school a few
years ago at private classes, and they learn what they will learn at school next year in
advance at private classes. Well, then | have one question. Would the educational
outcomes of students who have already studied what they will learn in school be
better?
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If you look at the data on test scores, it is not quite like that. Since 2011, the ratio
of middle and high school students who do not meet the basic national education
achievement level of math subject has been steadily increasing. Since 2020, the ratio
of students who have not met basic mathematics skills has exceeded 10% in both
middle and high schools. Of course, the ratio of prerequisite learning and the
percentage of students who do not have basic academic skills are not directly related
to each other. As the private education market has grown and participation in private
education has increased, the amount of time and money invested by Korean children in
some subjects has increased. But, | wonder if the educational performance has
improved that much.

Students have limited time and resources. If students spend more time studying
math and English, they should spend less time on reading, physical education, leisure
activities, and sleeping. If they spend more time going to private classes or watching
online lectures, they need to spend less time hanging out with their peers. Private
education does not serve as a path for educating something new that is not taught in
schools but merely provides prerequisite learning, repeats some subjects, and
supplements some subjects of regular school education. Then | think about whether
private education is a desirable form of education is questionable. In this regard, It is
necessary to closely evaluate the actual performance of private education and whether
the investment in private education is efficient and effective.

The results of the reading proficiency test of the OECD PISA also suggest important

implications. In the 2018 PISA of Korean students, the average score in the reading
section was 514, which was high.
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This is a high score compared to other countries. However, for questions measuring
the ability to discriminate between facts and opinions, the percentage of correct
answers was low at 25.6%. This score is much lower than that of other countries. It
seems that there is a need for sober judgment and evaluation of how Korean students
are performing in all educational experiences, including public and private education.

Concerns are also growing about young people dropping out of school. Since
elementary and middle schools are now part of the compulsory education in Korea,
there is no great concern about students dropping out of these schools. High school
education in Korea is not compulsory education. The high school dropout rate steadily
decreased until 2015 but has shown a slight increase since 2015. The percentage itself
is around 1%, which is not large. However, we need to be alert to this growing trend.

In particular, the dropout rate is highest among first-year high school students. The
dropout rate among second-year high school students is also high. Students drop out
of school for a variety of reasons. We need to keep watching to see if students drop
out of school for socially undesirable reasons and this creates other social problems.

There is also great concern about the widening educational gap in Korean society.
Educational gaps can arise from differences in educational conditions between regions.
These may result from differences in family background or parental characteristics. A
recent study clearly shows that children of parents in higher-income quintiles are more
likely to attend four-year colleges, and those in lower-income quintiles are less likely to
attend there. Parents with low incomes have no choice but to invest less in their
children's education than parents with high incomes, which can lead to widening
educational gaps.

You may find this issue in test scores as well. Looking at the scores of the College
Scholastic Ability Test, a national college entrance exam, children from high-income
households are more likely to score higher on the test.
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Conversely, children from low-income households have a relatively higher proportion
of children with lower grades on the test. If you consider that the ratio of students
taking the test may vary depending on their parent's income, the difference in
educational performance by income may be even more severe. We need to check
whether these educational gaps between individuals, regions, and schools actually exist
and are widening. If so, how to respond to this educational gap is one of the
important challenges facing Korean education. There is also great concern that the
educational gap in Korea is widening after the COVID-19 pandemic.

Another challenge for Korean education is the growing number of multicultural
students. Students who have both or one of their parents are foreign students are
usually referred to as multicultural students. The number of multicultural students in
elementary, middle, and high schools in Korea is rapidly increasing. The number of
multicultural students, which was 46,954 in 2012, more than tripled to 160,056 in
2021. The ratio of multicultural students among all students is 3% as of 2021. The
majority of multicultural students were born in Korea and most are children of
international marriage immigrants.

However, in recent years, the proportion of students emigrating from overseas has
increased. One of the challenges facing Korean education is to improve the
environment and provide appropriate support so that multicultural students can enjoy
regular education opportunities equally with other students.

So far, | have looked at the problems or challenges facing Korean education. |
looked at the problems arising from private education, the recent increase in students
dropping out of school, the widening educational gaps between individuals and regions,
and the increasing number of multicultural students. Next time, | will take a close look
at the current education system in Korea. Thank you.
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1-4 Korean Education System 1

Hello, everyone! Last time, | looked at the problems or challenges facing Korean
education. This time, | will explain the Korean education system from kindergarten
through elementary school and middle school. In particular, | will look at how Korean
education has become its current state throughout Korean history.

Korea has an education system that consists of early childhood education,
elementary education, secondary education, and higher education. Children aged 3 to 6
have a period of early childhood education and care. Representative institutions for
early childhood education include kindergartens and daycare centers. Students aged 7
to 12 have a primary education period of 6 years, and they are educated in
elementary school. Primary schools are mostly public primary schools, but there are
also some national and private primary schools.

National and public elementary schools provide free education, but in the case of
private elementary schools, parents must pay tuition and other expenses without
government support. Students between the ages of 13 and 15 have a three-year lower
secondary education period, and they are educated in middle schools. Korea implements
compulsory education from elementary school to middle school as free education.

Most students go on to high school after graduating from middle school. High
school is responsible for three years of upper secondary education for students
between the ages of 16 and 18. Middle schools and high schools in Korea are not only
public but also private in many cases. However, private middle and high schools are
operated with the same curriculum as national and public middle and high schools and
are conducted by the regular education system. The government also pays for the
labor cost of teachers in private middle and high schools.
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Middle school education is equally free of charge regardless of whether it is public
or private, and teachers are usually randomly assigned to which school they go to.
High school education also works like that. High school education in Korea is not
compulsory, but it has been operated as a free education since 2021.

Early childhood education in Korea is a mixture of education and childcare. Infant
care may be provided by the parents themselves, by other family members such as
grandparents, or by hired caregivers at home. You can also use facilities outside the
home, but the representative childcare institution in Korea is a daycare center. Daycare
centers include public daycare centers established in the community and private
daycare centers run by individuals or organizations. They also include workplace daycare
centers established and operated by businesses for the children of their employees, so
they are operated in various forms.

Different childcare centers have different care needs. Some daycare centers provide
care for infants as young as several months after birth. Other daycare centers care for
children up to six years of age. In Korea, daycare centers are institutionally classified
as childcare institutions, not educational institutions. Recently, however, the government
is attempting a policy to integrate child care and early childhood education into one
and to convert childcare institutions into kindergartens.

Korea's representative early childhood education institution is a kindergarten.
Kindergarten is an educational institution for young children. Korea's Early Childhood
Education Act defines infants as children between the age of 3 and before entering
elementary school. So, children can attend kindergarten from the age of three. Based
on the calendar year, children can attend Kindergarten beginning with their 4th
birthday.
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Thus, children aged 4, 5, and 6 attend kindergarten. However, kindergarten is not
compulsory education. So children don't have to go to kindergarten from the age of 4.
For example, a child may be cared for at a daycare center or at home at the age of
4, and attend kindergarten at the age of 5 or 6.

Some children do not go to kindergarten and only have childcare at home, or other
children continue to attend daycare centers until the age of 6. In some cases, children
attend full-day English classes called English kindergartens or play schools, which are
private institutions that do not correspond to kindergartens. So, based on school age,
the kindergarten enrollment rate is about 50%. However, most of the other half of the
children are enrolled in daycare centers or private institutions.

Since 2012, Nuri Curriculum, an early childhood education program, has been
operating in Korea. This program offers a common curriculum for three years of early
childhood education, and it is designed to secure the minimum amount of education
regardless of early childhood education institutions or childcare institutions.

Therefore, public kindergartens, private kindergartens, daycare centers, etc. are
subsidized from the government's budget for operation support expenses for the Nuri
program and after-school activity expenses. In other words, early childhood education
institutions in Korea are basically kindergartens, but daycare centers also provide
official early childhood education supported by the government budget.

The characteristics of the two institutions are different because kindergarten focuses
on early childhood education, and daycare center focuses on childcare. However, since
the two institutions have one thing in common in that they operate the same Nuri
Curriculum, the government has been steadily attempting to integrate kindergartens
and daycare centers. As | mentioned earlier, Korea is now pursuing the direction of
integrating childcare into early childhood education through kindergarten.
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In Korea, children enter elementary school the year after they turn six years old.
Therefore, elementary school education is conducted for six years for children between
the ages of 7 and 12. However, since first-year elementary school students attend the
first-year elementary school course in the year their 7th birthday falls, they are often
six years old as of the date of enrollment. That's why some say the elementary school
age is from 6 to 11 years old. On the other hand, in the past, when a child was 6
years old, he or she could enter elementary school.

The new school year in Korea starts on March 1st of every year. So, children born
in January or February went to elementary school with children born from March to
December of the previous year. Such children were called people born early in the
year.

However, since 2003, the government has adopted the way children enter
elementary school in the year following the year they turn six years old. So, children
born in the same calendar year are now attending school in the same grade. However,
there is an early entrance system, so it is still possible to enter school one year
earlier.

The elementary education system in Korea has been implemented for a long time,
but the system was reorganized into the current form through the Japanese colonial
era. During the Japanese colonial era, the elementary educational institutions that
Korean students attended were called general schools. At that time, there were
separate elementary schools called grade schools only for Japanese students. Separate
education between Koreans and Japanese continued during the Japanese colonial era.
Meanwhile, the name general school has been changed to the name grade school, and
it was changed into the name primary school. The name primary school has been used
even after the liberation, but it was changed to the name elementary school in 1996.
From the Japanese colonial era to the present, the age of admission and the period of
education have also changed several times.
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In Korea, most are public elementary schools, and a few are national and private
elementary schools. Primary education is compulsory and free, but tuition for private
elementary schools is not subsidized. In the past, there was a civic school established
for those who did not receive elementary education. As elementary education became
universal, civic schools no longer exist.

Middle schools for the education of youth aged 13, 14, and 15 appeared in earnest
after liberation. Until the Japanese colonial era, secondary education was not divided
into lower and upper parts. So, after graduating from general schools, students entered
advanced general schools for secondary education. Secondary education in Korea
during the Japanese colonial era was also carried out as a separate education between
Koreans and Japanese. The name of the secondary education institution for Japanese
was middle school.

In 1938, the name advanced general school was changed to the name middle
school. During the US military government period, it was reorganized into an
elementary middle school, which is a lower secondary education institution, and an
advanced middle school, which is a upper secondary education institution. After the
establishment of the Korean government, elementary middle schools were changed to
four-year middle schools, and advanced middle schools were transformed into
three-year high schools. After the Korean war, three-year middles schools were
changed to three-year middles schools, and it continues to this day.

Middle schools in Korea initially selected students through examinations. As the
number of students wishing to go on to higher education increased, the competition
for admission intensified. There was also a ranking among schools. The middle school
entrance exam was abolished in 1969. Students wishing to go on to higher education
were assigned to schools near their residences through a lottery.
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Compulsory middle school education began in 1985 in insular and remote areas. In
1994, compulsory middle school education was expanded to towns and villages and it
gradually expanded from 2002. And from 2005, it was implemented throughout Korea.
The process of expanding the compulsory middle school education system was actually
a process of expanding free education. Even before the system was implemented,
teenagers in their education age group have already entered middle school.

About 20% of middle schools in Korea are private middle schools. Education in
private middle schools and public middle schools is the same according to the national
curriculum. Private middle schools provide free education, just like public middle
schools. In fact, students cannot choose between attending a public middle school or a
private middle school. Students are placed in schools based on distance from their
residence and by lottery.

In addition to general middle schools, since 2013, open secondary school, a remote
education institution, has been established and is in operation. Like civic schools in the
elementary curriculum, there were also civic schools for those who did not attend
middle school. Most of them have disappeared as middle school education has spread
generally, and now very few remain.

So far, this course has provided an overview of the Korean education system,
covering early childhood education, elementary education, and early secondary
education. Next time, | will look at upper secondary education and higher education.
Thank you.
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1-5 Korean Education System 2

Hello, everyone. Last time, we took an overview of the Korean education system and
looked at early childhood education, elementary education, and lower secondary
education. This time, | will continue to look at the Korean education system. From high
school, which corresponds to wupper secondary education, to higher education
thereafter, | will look at how the Korean education system has changed in Korean
history.

High schools in Korea are upper secondary educational institutions for students aged
16, 17, and 18 years old. As | mentioned last time, lower secondary education and
upper secondary education were divided during the US military government period.
After the establishment of the Korean government, three-year high schools were
implemented. High schools were divided into academic high schools for university
entrance and vocational high schools for professional education such as technology and
employment. Vocational high schools were also called technical high schools.

From 2011, Korean high schools are divided into four types: general high schools,
specialized high schools, special-purposed high schools, and autonomous private high
schools. General high schools are formerly academic high schools, where general
humanities education is provided for university entrance. Specialized high schools
include existing vocational and technical high schools and high schools specialized in
alternative education. A special-purposed high school is a high school for the purpose
of specialized education in a special field. This includes science high schools, foregin
language high schools, international high schools, arts high schools, physical education
high schools and meister high schools. Autonomous high schools include autonomous
public high schools and autonomous private high schools and were created to expand
school unit autonomy.
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In the past, secondary education opportunities were quite limited. So, for a while
after liberation from the Japanese colonial era, students could enter secondary
education institutions only through fierce competition. Students applied for each school
and were selected through an exam, and there was a rank among schools. There were
so-called prestigious middle schools and prestigious high schools. Competition has
become fierce for students to enter prestigious middle schools and prestigious high
schools.

High school entrance examinations were initially conducted on a school-by-school
screening. However, in 1974, the policy on the equalization of high schools was
implemented. After selecting the entire quota through a unified entrance examination
and physical fitness test, students were assigned schools by lottery and school district.
Since then, as the school-age population has decreased and the number of applicants
has decreased compared to the high school entrance quota, this selection method has
become obsolete. Beginning with Seoul in 1998, the high school selection test was
gradually abolished. The unified high school entrance examination has disappeared
throughout the country since 2017.

High schools now select students in a variety of ways based on their middle school
grades and individual characteristics. Many students go on to regular high schools
assigned by the local superintendent.

Private high schools account for about 40% of Korean high schools. Like middle
schools, high schools, whether public or private, provide the same education according
to the national curriculum. Except for some separately-applied schools, students enter
high school according to local placement rules.
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High school education is not compulsory, but in fact, almost all students in their
high school education age go to high school. High schools in Korea have long collected
tuition from students. They subsidized tuition for some low-income students. From
2021, high school free education has been conducted in front.

In addition to high schools, there are not many educational institutions, but some
educational institutions are responsible for upper-secondary education. As a remote
education institution, an open high school is operated.

In the case of civic school for upper secondary education, there was an advanced
technology school system, which is a school that corresponds to civic schools for
elementary education and lower secondary education. It's nominal now. Those who have
not graduated from elementary, middle, and high schools can receive academic
recognition through the school qualification exam.

The higher education institutions in Korea include junior colleges, universities, and
graduate schools. University is a four-year high education institution that grants a
bachelor's degree. Junior college is a two-year or three-year educational institution that
awards an associate degree. Previously, there were Sungkyunkwan, the foremost
educational institution in Korea during the Joseon Dynasty, a law school established in
1895, and a medical school established in 1899, With the establishment of several
vocational schools and Kyungsung Imperial University during the Japanese colonial era,
the current higher education system began to form. After liberation, the vocational
schools, which have established during the colonial era, were promoted to a four-year
university. Kyungsung Imperial University has merged with several vocational schools to
become the Seoul National University. Afterward, two-year junior colleges, vocational
schools and three-year nursing schools have been established, and they were
reorganized into a junior college in 1979.
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A normal school that trains elementary school teachers have been operated as a
three-year educational institution for high school courses for middle school graduates
since the Japanese colonial era. It was promoted to a two-year education university in
the 1960s and it was reorganized into a four-year university in the 1980s. The
graduate school, which operates a master's degree program and a doctoral degree
program, has gradually expanded. There is also a graduate school that runs only
graduate schools. As of 2021, Korea has 154 junior colleges, 227 universities, and 45
graduate schools. There are 1,129 university-affiliated graduate schools.

One of the characteristics of Korean higher education is that the proportion of
private schools is high. More than 80% of the 190 general universities are private
universities. In the case of junior colleges, only nine out of 134 are national and public
junior colleges and 93% of 125 schools are private junior colleges.

In addition to junior colleges, education universities, general universities, and
graduate schools, there are various types of higher education institutions in Korea.
There are the Korea National Open University established in 1972, 19 cyber universities,
and two distant colleges. There are also some industrial colleges, technical universities,
in-house universities, etc. There are also various schools for college courses, such as
the Korea National University of Arts.

So far, | have looked at middle and high school courses and high education
institutions in Korea. Let me wrap up the first section on “The Korean Economy and
School Education.” | have completed the introduction to Korean school education. In the
next section, | will take a closer look at how Korean school education has been formed
in Korean history. Thank you.
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