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Status of Fisheries in Late Joseon Period Seen
2 from Historical Records

2-1 Fisheries in late Joseon period and historical records

Hello, students. | am Song Kyeong-eun, the instructor of the <Development of Fisheries in
Korea> course. This second lesson is about understanding the status of fisheries in the late
Joseon period based on historical records.

In last class, | discussed the process of changes in Joseon's maritime tax system and
taxation objects. The object of taxation included fishing grounds and fishing gears which
enabled fishery production.In this lecture, in a similar context, | will look into various historical
records of late Joseon period to examine the characteristics of Joseon's fishery resources
which enabled the development of fishery resources’ ownership system, as well as the type
of fishing grounds and the method of using those resources including fishing gears used at
that time.

Have you seen the movie “The Book of Fish"?The most well-known historical record about
fisheries from Joseon Dynasty is “Report on the Fish Species of Heuksan-do Island (The Book
of Fish)’, a fish encyclopedia by Jeong Yak-jeon.

(Report on the Fish Species of Heuksan-do Island) was written by Sonam Jeong Yak-jeon
who was exiled to Heuksan-do Island after being framed as a Catholic during the Sinyu
Persecution in the first year of King Sunjo in 1801; he wrote three volumes of the book by
compiling information about ‘226 species of Korea's fishes in the Korean sea’ and
categorizing them into 55 types in four categories, to help the livelihood of the people of

the lonely island in the distant sea. There are similar records such as Seo Yu-gu's
Encyclopedia on Ranching, Fish Farming, Beekeeping, Hunting, and Fishing, as well as Kim
Ryeo's Encyclopedia on Fishes and Shellfishes.
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{Encyclopedia on Ranching, Fish Farming, Beekeeping, Hunting, and Fishing) written by Seo
Yu-gu(fRB%E, 1764~1845) who was committed to the promotion of public welfare is an
encyclopedia of land animals, fresh water fishes and sea fishes, which also includes
information about hunting and ranching, as well as fish farming and fishing. He had wrote
"Encyclopedia of Nanho Lake's Fishes; when he lived near Nanho Lake in Jangdan county at
the mouth of the Imjin-gang River and engaged in fishing by himself and then wrote the
Encyclopedia on Ranching, Fish Farming, Beekeeping, Hunting, and Fishing by adding land
animal information to it.

{Encyclopedia on Fishes and Shellfishes) is research paper on the fish species in the south
sea of Korea, which is Korea's first ichthyology book written by Kim Ryeo in the 3 year of
King Sunjo’'s reign in 1803. The book was about fishes in the coastal sea of Jinhae, which
was called Woosan back then. The author wrote the book over two and a half years when he
was in exile in Jinhae due to a suspicion of being a Catholic in the first year of King Sunjo in
1801; he carried out a detailed inspection of the types of fishes in the inshore waters with
fishermen there, to study and record their physiology, shape, habit, breeding, and usefulness.

‘Encyclopedia on Ranching, Fish Farming, Beekeeping, Hunting, and Fishing’, ‘Report on the
Fish Species of Heuksan-do Island’, and ‘Encyclopedia on Fishes and Shellfishes' were all
written in the form of encyclopedia which writes about detailed explanations of fish, as well
as how to fish them, that is, fishing gears and methods.

Let us look into {Encyclopedia on Ranching, Fish Farming, Beekeeping, Hunting, and Fishin
g» in more detail. {Encyclopedia on Ranching, Fish Farming, Beekeeping, Hunting, and Fishing)
has three parts: part 1 ranching; part 2 fishing; and part 3 fish species.
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Part 1 Ranching is about stock-farming, raising of animals. This part explains how to raise
fishes in a pond at home, saying, “People recently buy young fishes and move them to their
home and raise them.” “Those young fishes are the ones caught by fishermen from big rivers
through net casting, -They are fed with the yolk of eggs of chickens or geese, as well as
wheat bran or stir-fried bean powder, when they grow into a certain size, they are kept at a
fish farm.”, is a detailed description in the book about how to raise young fishes.

Part 2 Fishing explains fishing methods and how to catch fishes. It explains details of the
method of catching certain species of fish, spots where certain fishes are, and seasons to
catch them, including how to catch herring and yellow corbina.

For example, the method of catching mackerels explains, “They are produced in the coastal
waters of Jeolla-do Province."'Fishermen gather at the beach and go out to the sea with fire
every evening from July to October.” “About a dozen people get on a boat -- (omitted) - a
piece of iron sized about 30 centimeters is hung approximately 30 centimeters above the
hook to prevent the boat from floating; anchovy or mackerel meat is used as a bait. -
(omitted) --"“The quantity of fishes caught over an evening is countlessly large. - (omitted)
~" “Many of the residents of the Chuja-do Island make a living on this."; as such, this part

contains various information about fisheries.

Part 3 Fish Species is a book about fish species, which has detailed explanation on various

fishes. Let us see its records about pollack.
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"o

“People generally use living pollacks and dried pollacks.
Province." “Pollacks are scaleless, their spine is pale black and their belly is a little white."
“Their head is large and long, taking up a third of the whole body; their body is round, gut
is bulging and its end is sharpened.”-- (omitted) - “Their eggs are inside two sacks --
(omitted) -+ Pollacks are circulated across the country in large amounts because they are one

They are produced in Gangwon-do

nou

of the best fishes along with herrings.
human body warm and energized, so people like pollacks very much.""Pollack eggs and dried
pollacks are consumed by many people too, but they were not recorded in the medical herb
encyclopedia.”

Pollacks are sweet, soft, and poisonless to make the

The book provides detailed information about fishes, including the area of their catch,
shape and biological characteristics of different fishes, nationwide circulation of fishes, as well
as their value as food product, etc.

What are other historical records regarding the fisheries of Joseon?

There are many government-published records and lawbooks demonstrate Joseon's general
socioeconomic status. The most well-known ones include government-published records
including FAnnals of the Dynasty of Joseon,TRecords of the Border Defense CouncilyDaily
Records of the Royal Court and Important Officials;, and™Diary of the Royal Secretariat; as
well as lawbooks such as fCode of Administration of the Joseon Dynasty,'Grand Code for
State Administration, Supplementary Grand Code;"Equal Service Office Lawbook; and™Design
for Good Government,.

Those records were used for my discussions in last lecture. Those historical records help us
understand the fisheries of Joseon Dynasty in industrial/economic/institutional terms, differently
from the records in the fish encyclopedias.
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which contain information about fisheries in the late Joseon period especially the regional
status of maritime tax and royal tributes and offerings, as well as fishing ground trading
documents kept at Kyujanggak Royal Library now at Seoul National University and the
museum of Jeonbuk National University in Korea, and Tenri University of Japan, which can
demonstrate the existence of private ownership of fishing grounds.

In the next lesson, we will take a closer look into the fisheries in the late Joseon period

from Flllustrated Records of the Provinces;among those historical records.
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2-2 Fisheries in late Joseon period in
lllustrated Records of the Provinces

In last lesson, | explained fisheries in the late Joseon period and types of historical records.
This time, | will discuss fisheries in the late Joseon period seen from Flllustrated Records of
the Provinces,.

| would like to mention for your information that the ‘fisheries in the late Joseon period
seen from lllustrated Records of the Provinces’, the topic for this lesson, is reorganized from
"Regional Characteristics of Fishery Products and Tax Collection during King Yeongjo's Reign;
recorded in Korean culture, which is one of my studies.

The research paper was an analysis of fishery-related tax records including local products,
tribute offering, and the equal tax in respective regions nationwide which were recorded in
Mlllustrated Records of the Provinces; in connection to one another, in order to review the
status of national collection of maritime tax and its burden on the people. The analysis
helped to a comprehensive understanding of the level of industrial production and tax burden
at that time, as well as the status of the state’s tax collection system.

Let me give you a simple explanation about the historical record first. flllustrated Records
of the Provinces; is a comprehensive data that compiles information about all the district
towns in counties and prefectures nationwide over the period from the 33™ year in 1757 to
the 41° year of King Yeongjo's reign to be reported to the central government; it is a very
important record that demonstrates how local communities were in mid-18th century.
Mllustrated Records of the Provinces;has a total of 55 volumes, which contain information
about total 313 district towns including the districts of headquarters of the provincial
governor and Provincial Naval Headquarters.
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The information about counties and prefectures contained in flllustrated Records of the
Provinces,include that about boundaries, towns, roads, history of towns, county names,
landscapes, fortresses, public offices, natural environment, family names, customs, royal
tombs and lands, altars and shrines, public office buildings, dikes, warehouses, local products,
bridges, stays for public officials, pastures, strategic points, beacons, towers and pavilions,
Buddhist temples, historical remains, military camps, historical figures, unirrigated fields,
tribute offerings, public grain loan, land tax, the uniform land tax, the equal tax, rice salary
for public officials, soldiers, etc.

This information can be categorized largely into four groups. First, there is information
about regional natural environment. Rivers and roads that make boundaries are about the
location of respective regions, and information about towns records about townships and
areas of townships, family registers of townships, for example, the number of households
and the number of male and female population. History of towns and county names are
about local histories, which are related to changes in the name and status of respective
communities succeeding from the age of the Three States.

The information about landscape is about the topography of respective regions, for
example, there is a record about the Ganghwa-do Island, “It is surrounded by the sea on four
sides; the most famous mountain is Songak-san Mountain and the land there is fertile."The
information about fortresses records about inner and outer walls of fortresses and mountain
fortresses built for defense, as well as reservoirs.

Second category is information of local facilities. Royal tombs and lands include old tombs
of kings and queens from the past, altars and shrines are where public memorial services
are carried out, public office buildings are buildings owned by the government, and historical
remains are historic sites from the past. Buddhist temples, dikes, warehouses, bridges, stays
for public officials, and pastures are what they literally mean.
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Strategic points refer to key military sites on waterways and land routes, such as Gapgot
military camp on the Ganghwa-do Island, towers and pavilions, and military camps which also
include encampments and bastions are all information related with military forces.

The third category is related with industries and taxes. Public grain loan for people was
part of the state granary system; land tax, the uniform land tax, the equal tax, tribute
offerings, local products, and unirrigated fields were information about regional taxation scale
and agricultural production. This is the category most notably used for this lecture.

The fourth category includes rice salary for public officials and the composition and number
of soldiers. There were lists of famous local figures including those who had worked as chief
magistrates or magistrate, as well as information on public offices, natural environment,
family names, and customs.

Other studies have evaluated the information as the following. flllustrated Records of the
Provinces;was written based on fISurvey of the Geography of Koreajbut was similar to
FGeography Section of the Annals of King Sejong; in its format, as items of taxation and
military forces including the township and areas of townships, dikes, roads, tax on land,
tribute offerings, public grain loan, land tax, the uniform land tax, and the equal tax were
added; it is mentioned to better-demonstrate local products of respective districts than the
indigenous product items in TNewly Augmented Geographical Conspectus of the Eastern
Kingdom;, as it was written based on records about district towns complied from respective
regions nationwide.
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In addition, flllustrated Records of the Provinces;s value as historical material is highly
appreciated in that it comprehensively complied information about respective district towns'
records under the central government's leadership. Notably, existing TDistrict Town Records;
are evaluated to have a limited value as historical material, as the time of their publication is
uncertain and evidentiary data about the information included in the records is insufficient;
however, flllustrated Records of the Provinces; clearly resolves such limits in that it compiled
by the central government at a certain point of time. This is what differentiates flllustrated
Records of the Provinces; from existing District Town Records;.

Still, Tllustrated Records of the Provinces;has its limit in that it lacks the consistency to be
a national statistical data, as detailed rules on the way of incorporating and integrating local
data from different regions do not seem to be sufficient when it is analyzed by category and
by region. However, such limits of flllustrated Records of the Provinces; can be resolved by
carrying out a more thorough interpretation and comparison for its analysis by applying
various research methods such as utilization of other relevant historical materials from the
same time period, and so on.

Recently, flllustrated Records of the Provinces; is used as a historical material to explain a
certain region or studied in a more diversified manner for research of items contained in it
and regionally comparative research on those items; this lesson will utilize lllustrated Records
of the Provinces; to examine the result of analysis on the key-words for a certain field—
fisheries.

First, let us take a brief look into the general situation of fisheries-related parts out of
items recorded in the ‘“local products” of respective regions in flllustrated Records of the
Provinces;, based on statistics. To help your understanding, how the information on local
products was actually described in flllustrated Records of the Provinces; will be shown as an
example. The following article is a description about the Ganghwa-do Island.




VM 2O o

SEQUL NATIONAL UNIVERSITY

“Coal and blue granite are all produced from Mani-san Mountain. “Skate, small shrimp, fresh
big clam, short-necked clam, razor clam, oyster, small octopus, Korean anchovy, conch, gray
mullet, prawn, solen, Chinese herring, jellyfish, yellow corbina, yellow croaker, shrimp, giant
tiger prawn, fruit of Chinese pepper trees, persimmon, sea mugwort, reishi mushroom, rush,
salt, cattail, perch, croaker, big-eyed herring, gizzard, crucian carp, carp, snakeheaded mullet

As such, there are total 34 items of the Ganghwa-do Island’s local products. This table
shows items from eight provinces, including Gyeonggi-do Province, which are recorded in the
“local products” part of flllustrated Records of the Provinces;A total of 4,310 local products
was recorded in Tlllustrated Records of the Provinces; out of which 1,938 items were fishery
products accounting for approximately 44.97%.

The category of fishery products here refers to goods produced from the sea, including
processed goods such as fresh/dried fish and frozen fish. This table shows collectively
compiled figures of local products recorded for respective regions, regardless of their types.

As shown by the table, by region, Gyeongsang-do Province had the biggest number of local
products at 851 items; as for fishery products, Hamgyeong-do Province recorded the largest
number of items, followed by Chungcheong-do Province and Pyeongan-do Province.

The proportion of fishery products in entire local products was the highest for Gyeonggi-do
Province, followed by Hamgyeong-do Province, Chungcheong-do Province, and Hwaghae-do
Province. The average number of fishery products for all provinces was 56.3, with 71 types
in Hamgyeong-do Province, 61 in Jeolla-do Province, 58 in Hwanghae-do Province, and 57 in

Chungcheong-do Province and Gyeongsang-do Province.
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The items of tribute offerings recorded in flllustrated Records of the Provinces; were
enumerated in lists like the local product category, as summarized in this table. Gangwon-do
Province accounted for the largest share in tribute offerings at 65.4% as 17 out of 26 districts
in the province subject to tribute offering provided fishery products, followed by Hamgyeong-do
Province, Jeolla-do Province, Hwanghae-do Province, Chungcheong-do Province, Gyeongsang-do
Province, and Peyongan-do Province. An average of 45.3% out of all regions were offering
fishery products.

Regarding the type of fishery products offered as tributes, Hamgyeong-do Province offered
21 types of fishery products and Gyeongsang-do Province offered 17 types, while
Gyeonggi-do Province offered the smallest number of fishery products, only one, blue crab.
As for processed fishery products, the number of fresh/dried/salted/fermented fishery
products offered as tributes was 58 for Hamgyeong-do Province, 42 for Gyeongsang-do
Province, 34 for Jeolla-do Province, and 31 for Gangwon-do Province.

The items regarding the equal tax recorded in flllustrated Records of the Provinces;
included land tax, cash tax on land, cloth tax on select military officers, and
fish/salt/boat/brown kelp tax which falls in the category of maritime tax. By region, the ratio
of maritime tax imposition was the highest for Hamgyeong-do Province at 82.6% as it was
imposed on 19 of 23 districts subject to taxation, followed by Hwanghae-do Province,
Chungcheong-do Province, and Gyeonggi-do Province. Nationwide, about half of all regions at
51.4% were subject to maritime tax payment.

The amount of maritime tax imposition understood from Tflllustrated Records of the
Provinces; was total 78,342.14 nyang (brass coins), in which Jeolla-do Province accounted for
the largest share at 23,927.65 nyang and Gyeongsang-do Province at 20,261.65 nyang, while
Gyeonggi-do Province took the smallest share at 3,389.9 nyang. We have examined the
general status of fishery-related local products, tribute offerings, and maritime taxes of

respective regions recorded in flllustrated Records of the Provinces; so far.
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Now, let us understand regional characteristics of fishery products and tax collection in the
late Joseon period. Records of Flllustrated Records of the Provinces; demonstrate several
characteristics regarding the implementation of fishery-related tax collection into the central
finance.

First, Tllustrated Records of the Provinces;s records about local products, maritime taxes,
and tribute offerings help estimate where major fishery production sites were back then. For
your information, we need to be cautious when interpreting those records, as recording
about more types of fishery products does not necessarily mean bigger total production of
fisheries. However, it is reasonable to assume that the fisheries industry was relatively more
advanced in the regions for which more types of fishery products were recorded.

The largest number of fishery products was recorded for Bukcheong in Hamgyeong-do
Province as 35 types were recorded in flllustrated Records of the Provinces, Nationwide, 23
out of total 296 districts had records of more than 20 types of local fishery products.

Four districts in Gyeonggi-do Province including Incheon, Ansan, and Ganghwa had 20 or
more local fishery products, along with four districts in Chungcheong-do Province including
Taean, Seocheon, and Seosan; one district, Dongrae, in Gyeongsang-do Province ; two
districts, Gangreung and Ganseong, in Gangwon-do Province; ten districts including
Bukcheong, Gilju, and Hamheung in Hamgyeong-do Province; two districts, Haeju and
Gangryeong, in Hywanghae-do Province; and no such district in Jeolla-do Province and
Pyeongan-do Province.

The highest number for Jeolla-do Province was 18 for Yeonggwang and Hongyang (now
Goheung) and 16 for Pyeongan-do Province for Cheolsan. However, the district that paid the
largest amount of maritime tax was Yeonggwang in Jeolla-do Province on which 2,823.3 nyang

was imposed. The number of districts that paid 1,000 nyang or more maritime tax was 27 out
of entire 296 districts.




MZ g

SEQUL NATIONAL UNIVERSITY

The number of districts that paid 1,000 nyang or more maritime tax was one in Gyeonggi-do
Province: Namyang; three in Chungcheong-do Province: Hongju, Biin, and Seosan; 11 districts in
Jeolla-do Province: Yeongam, Yeonggwang, Hongyang, Buan, Okgu, Naju, Mujang, Jangheung,
Jindo, Gangjin, and Suncheon; eight districts in Gyeongsang-do Province: Yeongdeok, Dongrae,
Geojae, Goseong, Woongcheon, Yeongil, Janggi, and Gimhae; one in Pyeongan-do Province:
Pyeongyang; 2 in Hwanghae-do Province: Woongjin and Gangryeong; and none in
Hamgyeong-do Province. In other words, there were diverse types of local fishery products in
Hamgyeong-do Province recorded in flllustrated Records of the Provinces; but a large amount
of tax was not imposed on certain districts, which is quite contrary in Jeolla-do Province.

In another historical material "Equal Service Office Lawbook, the districts that paid the
largest amount of tax in Jeolla-do Province were Gogunsan in the first rank, followed by
Wido in the second place; Yeonggwang, Buan, and Mangyeong in the third place; Mujang,
Heungdeok, Gobu, and Okgu in the fourth place; Gwangyang, Suncheon, Nakan, Boseong,
Heungyang, and Gangjin in the fifth place; and Jangheung, Yeongam, Haenam, lJindo, Muan,
Naju, and Hampyeong in the sixth place. The maritime tax imposed on those districts was
approximately 21,838 nyang, which shows they were important fishing sites. About 27% of
the entire maritime tax amount was paid by those districts.

The district that offered the largest number of fishery-related tributes was Bukcheong in
Hamgyeong-do Province, which provided total 28 types of local fishery products. The number
of districts that offered ten or more fishery products as tribute was 33 out of 296.

There were 11 such districts in Jeolla-do Province: Gangjin, Yeongam, Gwangyang, Haenam,
Jangheung, Heungyang, Suncheon, Naju, Jindo, Nakan, and Boseong; 1 in Gyeongsang-do
Province: Goseong; 8 in Gangwon-do Province: Gangneung, Tongcheon, Goseong, Samcheok,
Uljin, Ganseong, Yangyang, and Pyeonghae; 13 in Hamgyeong-do Province: Bukcheong,

Heungwon, Yeongheung, Deokwon, Gilju, Myeongcheon, Dancheon, Inseong, Anbyeon,
Hamheung, Muncheon, Gyeongseong, and Jeongpyeong; and none in Gyeonggi-do Province
and Chungcheong-do Province.
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Those 11 districts in Jeolla-do Province were major maritime imposition areas pointed out by
"Equal Service Office Lawbook,.In short, flllustrated Records of the Provinces,s records about
local products, maritime tax, and tribute offering demonstrate the fact that Yeonggwang in
Jeolla-do Province was one of the most active fishery production sites.

Second, the category of local products in flllustrated Records of the Provinces; played a
role in Joseon Dynasty's investigation of the object of taxation on fisheries.

As shown in this table, the number of local fishery product items was larger in the
districts to which maritime tax and tribute offering was imposed than the average of other
districts in Flllustrated Records of the Provinces; which makes it possible to estimate that
the local product items in flllustrated Records of the Provinces; played the role of identifying
the fisheries taxation object. In detail, 49 to 16.9 types of local fishery products were
recorded for all regions on average, while the number was 8.76 to 19.5 for districts on
which fishery-related tribute offering was imposed and 0.26 to 9.5 for other districts on
which such tribute offering was not imposed.

Thus, the average number of local fishery products was larger for districts that offered
fishery tributes than the average number in other districts on which the offering was not
imposed. The same trend can be seen in the records about maritime tax; the average
number of fishery tributes was 8.5 to 19.2 in districts that paid maritime tax, while it was
0.4 to 6.3 in districts with no maritime tax payment records.

In addition, the case of detailed records about the fish/salt/boat tax in Jeolla-do Province
clarifies the relationship between the payment of maritime tax on brown kelp, laver, and sea
trumpet farms and the items of such local fishery products. Ownership system had long been
advanced in certain waters where sedentary seaweeds such as brown kelp and laver grew wild;

relationship of duties and rights were formed for such areas called brown kelp farm and laver
farm as in the case of land, which is demonstrated by various title deeds that are the proof of
frequent trading of those areas on the sea.
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As such, the total amount of taxes on brown kelp, laver, and sea trumpet farms imposed
on certain waters where they grew reached 758.5 won in eight districts in Jeolla-do Province.
And such, those items were included in the records of the local products of respective
regions.

As shown in the table, Yeongam paid taxes on brown kelp/laver/sea trumpet farms and
those items were recorded as the district's local fishery products. Likewise, Heungyang paid
taxes on brown kelp and sea trumpet farms and those items were recorded as the district's
local fishery product, which is the same for Naju, Jangheung, Jindo, Gangjin, and Haenam.

There were a small number of contrary cases as well. For example, 12 out of 14 fishery
tribute offering items of Yeongam were recorded in the local product category at the same
time, but giant kelp and sea cucumber were not included in the category of local products.
Seen from the record of Yeongam's tax payment on giant kelp farms, it is likely that giant
kelp had been produced there. It seems that the items of giant kelp and sea cucumber were
omitted from the local product category.

Gangjin was a similar case. Gangjin paid 115 nyang of tax on brown kelp, which accounted
for about 7.7% of Gangjin's entire maritime tax at 1,497 nyang. However, the local product
category for Gangjin in flllustrated Records of the Provinces, did not include dried brown kelp
and best-quality brown kelp which were the district's tribute offering items.

Such omission from the category of local products can be indirectly proven from geography
books published around the time of flllustrated Records of the Provincesy's compilation. This
table compares the fishery products out of local product items written by region in Yeongam
and Gangjin, in "Newly Augmented Geographical Conspectus of the Eastern Kingdom; that
had been published about 200 vyears before Flllustrated Records of the Provinces; and
FGeography of Korea, written after the publication of flllustrated Records of the Provinces;.
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Out of five items—abalone, brown kelp, gray mullet, mussel, giant kelp—not recorded as
fishery products among Gangjin's tribute offering items, four excluding giant kelp were
recorded in the local product category in "Newly Augmented Geographical Conspectus of the
Eastern Kingdom, orfGeography of KoreasThis means that discrepancies took place in the
records of indigenous or local product category in various historical records, according to the
objective and source data used for the compilation of nationwide geography books.

Such omission is also estimated to have taken place in the process of division of the
category of indigenous products in previous geography books into two categories of local
product and tribute offering in Flllustrated Records of the Provinces;, due to lack of nationally
unified criteria for description.

There were also some districts where there needed to be more correlation between local
products, tribute offerings, and maritime tax. In this table, there are some districts whose
local fishery products and tribute offerings were recorded in Flllustrated Records of the
Provinces; but which did not pay maritime tax; the number of local fishery products and
tribute offerings of those districts was only one to three and one to two, respectively.

Maritime taxes were imposed on the same certain fishes by region. They were sweet fish
for Gyeongsang-do Province, Manchurian trout for Gangwon-do Province, and yellow corbina
and gray mullet for Chungcheong-do Province, which were generally fish living in the inland
waters except for yellow corbina.

It is known that tributes, offerings especially, had a statutory feature out of the financial
structure of late Joseon period and descriptions in flllustrated Records of the Provinces; were
no exception from it. In other words, specifying and allotting a certain item that could be
easily produced by respective regions while making all regions pay tributes and offerings was
for a kind of justification that appeared in the part about the imposition of tribute items.
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There were districts on which maritime tax was imposed even though local fishery
products and tributes were not described. Those districts includes Danyang, Jecheon,
Okcheon, and Yeongi in Chungcheong-do Province, but the amount of maritime tax there
was only insignificant at 0.5 to 17 nyang.

The fact that only 0.5 nyang of maritime tax was imposed on Danyang in Chungcheong-do
Province when at least 1 nyang of maritime tax was imposed on small fishing boats in
Hamgyeong-do Province in the same record means that the scale of the maritime tax
imposed on those district was smaller than the amount imposed on one small-sized boat in
other districts. This can be seen as a case of officialism, which was suggested as a feature
of operation of Joseon Dynasty's public finance in multiple studies so far.

In conclusion, even though some irregular relationship existed between local products,
tribute offering, and maritime tax as in the case just mentioned, it is thought that the local
product category in Flllustrated Records of the Provinces; was playing the rules of identifying
the tax revenues from fishery products that could be collected by the central government. It
can be also thought that officialism such as an imposition of small-amount of tax at 0.5
nyang existed in the tax imposition record of flllustrated Records of the Provinces;.

Third, the fishery product items offered as tributes recorded in flllustrated Records of the
Provinces; shows how much fishery products were processed and commercialized in Joseon
times. To summarize the regional tribute offering, Gyeonggi-do Province and Pyeongan-do
Province near the capital offered one to three types of tributes including crab, croaker,
corbina, and eggs of jumbo shrimp and records about their processing was not clear.
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Bigger numbers of items offered as tributes were imposed on regions farther apart from
the capital: 15 for Chungcheong-do Province, 21 for Hwanghae-do Province, 31 for
Gangwon-do Province, 34 for Jeolla-do Province, 41 for Gyeongsang-do Province, and 58 for
Hamgyeong-do Province; the degree of fishery products’ processing was more advanced in
farther regions as well: there were 1.5 type of processed fishery product in Chungcheong-do
Province, 1.9 in Hwanghae-do Province, 2.1 in Gangwon-do Province, 3.1 in Jeolla-do Province,
2.4 in Gyengsang-do Province, and 2.8 in Hamgyeong-do Province.

Plus, it seems that tribute offering items were procured more by market distribution than
local production in districts that were included in the category of local tribute offering items
but not in the category of local products, which makes estimation about the processing and
distribution of fishery products possible. Let us take a look at the case of Jeolla-do Province.

There were 96 items of Jeolla-do's tribute offering which were not included in the
category of local products: five times for living abalone, nine times for sea cucumber, seven
times for mussel, seven times for dried jumbo shrimp, six times for yellow corbina, six times
for small laver, and four times for dried gray mullet. Sea cucumbers, mussels, and living
abalones could be collected by professional divers, which were produced by those who were
publicly allowed to catch and offer abalones or by collaboration of fishing communities.

Living abalones have long been regarded as a rare and precious food ingredient and it is

thought that a distribution structure had already been formed for their offering to the royal
court. A more detailed review of this is necessary, but three fishery items—abalone, mussel,
sea cucumber—were included only in the local product category but not in the local product
category in flllustrated Records of the Provinces;, even though they had been included in the
indigenous item category in Newly Augmented Geographical Conspectus of the Eastern
Kingdom;. Gangjin, Haenam, and Suncheon are the three districts of such a case.
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There are several feasible interpretations of such a case: first, those items were included
in the category of tribute offering not deleted from it perfunctorily even though they were
not produced in those districts; second, a distribution route was formed for the procurement
of those items to be offered as tributes; and last, there is a possibility of a simple omission
from recording.

Eastern Kingdom; was a historical material whose indigenous product items were written
based on the tribute offering lists kept by respective regional government offices, the first
interpretation is feasible. As Gangjin, Haenam, and Suncheon are well-known littoral areas
with a large number of islands scattered around them, it is very unlikely that those items
were not produced there.

The second interpretation is that a distribution structure regarding tribute offering of those
items was formed in the market and this was reflected in flllustrated Records of the
Provinces;. In fact, there were various descriptions about abalone-related tribute offering
items of Jeolla-do Province in flllustrated Records of the Provinces;: living abalone, dried
abalone, short-sliced and dried abalone, long-sliced and dried abalone, steamed abalone,
steamed and dried abalone, fermented abalone, etc. However, as the market
commercialization of abalones, mussels, and sea cucumbers has to be more clearly proven
through more data and research, | propose its possibility in this lesson.

Other than those, dried jumbo shrimp, dried yellow corbina, and dried gray mullet were
processed goods for long-term distribution, which allows for an estimation that those items
were commercialized to a large extent, having been used not only as tribute offering items but
also for consumption by ordinary people.

FEssays on Rural Life and Economy; which recorded about the statistics of local markets in
the late Joseon period, items traded at 316 marketplaces were recorded out of total 1,051
markets and 247 among them traded fish/salt products, so 78.2% were dealing with fishery
products and this proposes the feasibility of fishery products’ commercialization in Joseon in
the 18th-19th century.
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So far, | explained late Joseon's tax collection system for fisheries in terms of their
production status, not of a system, under the topic of the “status of fisheries in the late
Joseon period seen from historical records’ which is also the topic for this lesson. Let me
summarize major content of the lesson.

First, | explained the number and type of major local fishery products by region and
compared them with other descriptions such as the items offered as tributes and imposition
of the equal tax, based on the category of local products in flllustrated Records of the
Provinces,;.The district with the largest number of local fishery products and tribute offering
items was Bukcheong in Hamgyeong-do Province with 35 local fishery products and 28
tribute items. The district that paid the largest amount of maritime tax was Yeonggwang in
Jeolla-do Province that paid 2,823.3 nyang for maritime tax.

Second, while examining a co-relation between the local fishery item, maritime tax, and
tribute offering items recorded in Fflllustrated Records of the Provinces; | introduced some
cases of inconsistency between the category of local fishery items, tribute offering items, and
maritime tax items in some regions due to omission from recording of the equal tax
payment.

It can also be thought that the usefulness and credibility of the information described in
Mlllustrated Records of the Provinces; is generally maintained, as tribute offering items of
respective provinces were mostly included in the category of their local fishery products and
the tribute offering items of the headquarters of the provincial governor that were in charge
of a province's tribute offering were recorded as the tribute offering items of each province
in the book. Plus, it can be seen from such fact that the category of local products in
Mlllustrated Records of the Provinces; was playing the role of basic data for calculation of
local products for tax collection from respective regions.
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Third, the category of fishery tribute offering items in flllustrated Records of the Provinces;
shows the fact that the level of fishery product processing was quite advanced at that time.
Mostly, salted, dried, fermented, and frozen goods were the goods that could be easily
distributed. Notably, more types of tribute items were offered and more processed products
were produced in regions further distanced from the capital.

In this lecture, we examined the status of fisheries in the late Joseon period based on
Mllustrated Records of the Provinces;Next time, | will discuss the fisheries in the late Joseon
period seen from title deeds of trading of fishing grounds.
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2-3 Fisheries in late Joseon period seen from
title deeds of trading of fishing grounds

In the last lesson, we examined the fisheries in the late Joseon period seen from
Mllustrated Records of the Provinces,.This time, we will check whether private ownership and
trading of fishing grounds existed in the late Joseon period, based on records of title deeds
for fishing ground trade and how such trades were carried out.

Many historical records show cases of fishing grounds’ private ownership and trading.
Previous studies introduced title deeds written for trading of fishing grounds in Suwon in
Gyeonggi-do Province and Ongjin-gun county in Hwanghae-do Province.

In this lesson, | will analyze the status of fishing ground trading by looking into records
from the late 18" century until the late 19" century, including a title deed for a fishing weir
located in Simwon-myeon township in Heungdeok-hyeon prefecture in Jeollabuk-do Province
and title deeds for trading of a fishpound, fish trap, fish basket, and herring fishing weir in
Songdang-ri village in Ongjin-gun county in Hwanghae-do Province, along with fishing ground
trading deeds that had been utilized for other studies so far. This table shows the list of
historical documents of fishing ground trading used for the analysis.

The first title deed was written in 1786 for trading of a fishing ground in Suwon,
Gyeonggi-do Province. Let me read the original text shown here.

Tk A+—FRF+—A Z1THEH TEEERESFAY
A deed for Maksoe, a servant of Mr. Lee Hae-nam's house, written on November 25, 1786

AIAXER FATYERE KRELSRE BEALTHE RILEMS Mtk BE5E NTABESREN
—BORKWE f-BAAKEE OER FIEAREAE MREESAE mERs—+2 JLEHRE
TEEZ BB SEMEM K8 5% L&
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coins, the net pitching near Jingang-am rock in the waters under the Gyedu-san Mountain in
Gasagot-myeon township in Suwon which includes 205 sites within 4500 footsteps' distance
around the salt rock, 5-ri(appr. 2km) from Daedong-am in the east, 5-ri from Jeo-am in the
south, 20-ri from Hwang-am in the west, and 5-ri away from Gyedu-bong in the north.

NE—R FHRIMFER BAR KKRERNMESET BRREMREESE R FEFEE
The site is sold permanently to the purchaser based on a power of attorney from the
master and this deed is written for the trade; if any conflict arises regarding it, this deed
shall be used for resolution by the government.

BET FTEEE 2B(EF)
Owner of the net pitching Geummong from the house of Mr. Lee (Jwasu-chon village)
AEA AR SE(ZEF)
Witness private servant Jeomsang (Jwasu-chon village)
FAR b F(EF)
Private servant Bokseon (Jwasu-chon village)
A A ll(ZEF)
Private servant Myeongsan (Jwasu-chon village)
FH RA FTEFHR
Written by commoner man Lee Yeop (signature)

This is a fishing ground trading title deed written in 1786 after the enforcement of the
Equalized Tax Law. It was written at the time of trade of a fishing ground located in
Suwon, Gyeonggi-do Province, which is now Gwongwan-ri village, Hyeondeok-myeon township,
city of Pyeongtaek-si, Gyeonggi-do Province. The item of trading was a 250m-sized fishing

ground in which net pitching was installed and it was sold at 150 nyang of brass coins
equivalent to 30 piculs (appr. 5,400 liters) of rice.
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The deed specifies the location of the fishing ground by clarifying its
northern/western/southern/northern boundaries, for which the names of inland places such as
Daedong-am, Jeo-am, Hwang-am, Gyedu-bong provided the benchmark. Plus, the sea divided
by fishing gears—fishing nets—were named a fishing ground and it was traded in the same
manner with the land.

Regarding this, there also exist certificates for the same fishing ground, documents issued
by the district government of Suwon. Certificates are documents issued by government
offices of Joseon Dynasty at individuals’ requirement, which were issued to authorize
trading/transfer/adjudication/jural  succession requested by individuals based on the
government's check on relevant facts.

The same elements were recorded in the title deed written in 1786, including the location
and size of the fishing ground, which had been the same in a title deed written before in
1762.The owner of the fishing ground specified in the title deed was Sewi, a servant of Mr.
Lee, a classics licentiate. In the late Joseon period, a servant of an original landowner was
specified as a contracting party on a title deed according to trading practices back then even
though the actual owner of the traded land was a nobleman, which is also shown in this title
deed. This demonstrates the fact that the fishing ground in question belonged to the house
of Mr. Lee over the period from 1762 to 1786.

Let me go on to the second case of fishing ground trading in Heungdeok-hyeon
prefecture in Jeollabuk-do Province. The title deeds were written for trading of a fishing
ground in 1826, 1828, and 1839. There exist total three sheets of documents and this one
here is an original text written in 1839, the latest one, and its translation. Let us look into
the detail.

EXTNE 2% NA B ZKP BN
A deed for Lee Yeong-jung on June, th day, 1839
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FAXER BARI BISEE OTH B7BFSERERE RS —EEKM—ERAER HERX—8
A+M (RNEE=XHUFNE) B KKBRERET BRMEMELEZE IEE TIES
This deed is written for a permanent sale of a fishing ground located in Gireom-chang

treasury in the back sea of Nanmul area in Simwon-myeon township, which had been
purchase from this person, one boat for fishing at fishing grounds, and five poles at 150
nyang of brass coins (based on a new deed along with these three title deeds); if any
conflict arises afterward, this deed shall be used for resolution by the government.

X E BREM (FR)
Title deed owner Jin Gwan-seong signature
FE OBRLE (FH
Certificate of payment Jin Nae-su signature

These title deeds for trading of a fishing ground demonstrate trading records of a fishing
ground located in Gireom-chang treasury area in Nanho-ri village, Simwon-myeon township,
Heungdeok-hyeon prefecture in Jeolla-do Province over the period from 1826 to 1839. The
rights to the fishing ground were transferred from Hyeon Deok-il to Lee Jeong-gak in 1826,
from Lee Jeong-gak to Jin Gwan-seong in 1828, and from Jin Gwan-seong to Lee Yeong-jung
in 1839.

The object of the trade included the fishing ground, one boat used for fishing at fishing
weirs, and poles. The boat used for fishing at fishing weirs was a small boat used to see
shoals of fishes. Poles are wooden stakes to support fishing nets. Stakes refer to wooden
columns that worked as the support fixtures for fishing weirs.

Those poles set the boundary to indicate the area of a fishing weir and a unit called
‘gyeol'was used to represent the size of a fishing ground. Gyeol was used as a unit to

indicate the area of farmland in Joseon Dynasty, but it was a relative area, not an absolute
area, which reflected the concept of productivity. Since 1902, 1 gyeol was defined to be
10,000 square meters and one hectare, and based on that standard, five gyeol of the fishing
ground in the title deed can be converted into approximately 15,000 pyeong.
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The price of the fishing weir had been 230 nyang both in 1826 and 1828, but it went
down to 130 nyang in 1839. The reason for the sale of the fishing ground in 1826 and
1828 was recorded to have been inevitable due to heavy debts, which indicates the fact that
fishing weirs were the object of trading in times of financial difficulties as a cashable asset
like land.

In addition, the documents written in 1826 and 1828 recorded “this fishing weir was
purchased and screen was tied up’, which demonstrates the fact that investment in fishing
such as installing fishing gears on fishing weirs was maintained consistently.

The trading title deeds include a phrase “these three deeds along with a new document”,
which was written in the form of attachment added to the three title deeds written
regarding the fishing ground in question. This means that trading of the fishing ground had
taken place before and the fishing ground's value as an asset was maintained like land.

Another document for Lee Yeong-jung's purchase of the fishing ground contained the
word “resell’, which did not appear in other documents, which meant selling a thing that
one had purchased before. The document does not include such information, but it is likely
that Lee Yeong-jung or the house of Lee Yeong-jung had owned the fishing ground before
the trading in the title deed. Let us look into a case of a fishing ground in Ongjin-gun
county in Hwanghae-do Province, whose seller purchased it again next year.

The third one is regarding a case of a fishing ground trading in Ongjin-gun county,
Hwanghae-do Province. There exist total 12 cases of title deed from Ongjin-gun county,
Hwanghae-do Province, which can be divided into four types according to the category of
traded goods. They were named fishpound, fish trap, fish basket, and herring fishing weir, and
it is hard to determine whether they were referring to the same fishing ground. This figure
shows the geographical location of Ongjin-gun county in Hwanghae-do Province.

Fishpound in Songdang-ri village
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BE=+AFEEIEA=HER EXRAANY
17719 AF36\d AR 42 27 AAH o HE

LAY AAFEE BCBSAEFERNEMNERRESBS SR BA+N EM+IE BT=" 1
=N BRUKEM—& EFM—ESMITFRANTAE BEMN=8 NaXGiE—F HAREREXM
BW KERGELE KEREAETR EREFH+P BREFMSR ACEEFIESR

This title deed is written for a permanent sale of the half of 250 wooden poles, 14 fishing
nets, three netting stakes, three keys, one net maintenance boat, and one fishing boat, six
sheets of this title deed, three sheets official deed issued by the government, and one record
about division of inherited property among siblings at 400 nyang of brass coins to this
person; if any conflict arises afterward among the offspring of any sibling, this document will
be used for resolution by the government.

fi¥ BES (FR)

Fishing ground owner Han Jeong-woo (signature)
FA EEAR (FR)

Witness Han Wa-son (signature)

EHYE INEIE (FR)

Written by Park Cheo-yeon (signature)

This fishing ground trading deed was in the earliest time in 1771. The object of the trading
was a fishpound in Songdang-ri village in Yongyeon-myeon township in Hwanghae-do Province,
including supporting poles, nets, and fishing boats as fishing gears. The deed also contained a
record about division of inherited property among siblings as an attachment. For your
information, the record was written to divide property among siblings after the death of their

parents, which is distinguished from inheritance documents directly written by parents.
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This means that the fishing weir had existed from before 1771. Since the fishing weir
was inherited from ancestors, fishing weirs were considered property among ordinary people
in the late Joseon period. The title deed also includes official deeds issued by the
government, which means that the government authorized the property value of fisheries
ownership in the same context as land.

Fish trap in Songdang-ri village

EAEFTZANAYMAE BEERAX
A deed for Han Jin-gyu on June 4" day, 1827

AANER HAEREERREMONEBRE BES=7"6PI+HE ENCRam KEvs L
BB BUETEM KEMETRHMARTS4E HLUBEAR KERE MANKREREE B 57Ha
BETF BHERREFHH BEEHE MEETES

This deed is written for a permanent sale of the half of two-thirds of a fish trap located in
Songdang-ri village in Yongyeon-myeon township in Ongjin-gun county which had been
inherited from ancestors at 700 nyang of brass coins, including a fishing boat and
maintenance boat, as well as half of miscellaneous fishing gears, to this person; this deed
cannot be permitted alone as it is included in a series of title deeds, if any conflict arises
among the offspring of the siblings afterward, this will be used for resolution by the
government.

giEE @RI (R

Previous owner Kim Ryang-il (signature)

e B (FR)

Brother of grandfather Hong Cheol (signature)
FE AE (FR)

Guarantor Son Gye-jo (signature)
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This title deed was written in 1827 for trading of part of a fishing trap inherited from
ancestors, one-thirds of it, as well as a fishing boat. The object of the trading was a fishing
weir inherited from ancestors, as in the case of the fishpound in Songdang-ri village in the
previous case.

Seen from the fact that a series of deeds with attachments recording the property
inheritance to all the inherited and respective individuals until that time exists, the fishing weir
was distributed to siblings by shares. Plus, the price of one-third of the fishing weir and
boats in Hwanghae-do Province was 700 nyang, which shows the fact that the economic value
of fishing grounds there was higher than that of fishing grounds in other regions such as
Jeolla-do Province.

A fish basket in Songdang-ri village

EXTANERB+T—AMNE RERAIAX
A deed for Jang Gil-gab on November 9" day, 1836

FHAXEER BCESARERENERRE BEA=0—1% BB XEOMHBR KEEEE HHEE
Hit— & KEM—ERSHFT =0 —18 EXGHER AUAAR KEREEET BRERER FHPMR
BIRFIE R IEE

This deed is written for a permanent sale of one-thirds of fish basket in Songdang-ri village,
Yongyeon-myeon township, Ongjin, which | had bought by myself at 450 nyang of brass
coins, including two fishing boats, one maintenance boat, miscellaneous fishing gears, as well
as six old deeds, to this person; if a conflict arises among descendants afterwards, this deed
shall be utilized for resolution.

BE# T REL (FR)
Written by fishing weir owner Oh Jeong-yoon
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It is a fishing weir trading title deed created over the period from 1832 to 1836. It includes

total five sheets of documents and this deed here is the latest one. Five deeds written before
this one had different purchasers, sellers, selling shares, and trading prices, and other elements
and the format of the document than those were the same.

This table shows major elements of the title deeds. As for the fishing ground in question,
total five tradings took place, including four in 1833 and one in 1843. In May 1832, Oh
Jeong-yoon sold one-sixths of its share to Lee Jong-pyo and Won lk-yeong respectively at
330 nyang of brass coins and then in November of the same year, Lee Jong-pyo sold
one-sixths of share again to Won lk-yeong at 400 nyang of brass coins. Eventually, the share
of one-thirds of Oh Jeong-yoon's fishing weir came to belong to Won Ik-yeong.

In that process, Lee Jong-pyo earned 70-nyang of margin by selling his one-sixth share of
the fishing weir to Won Ik-yeong. Then, in 1833, Won Ik-yeong sold his one-third share of
the fishing weir to its original owner Oh Jeong-yoon at 730 nyang of brass coins. Eventually,
Oh Jeong-yoon had sold one-third share of his fishing weir at 660 nyang in May 1832 and
then purchased it again at 730 nyang in October 1833.

Then, three years later in 1836, Oh Jeong-yoon sold the one-third share at 450 nyang.
Over the three-year period, the price of the fishing weir went down by as much as 280
nyang from 730 to 450 nyang. Such decline is proof of the plunging value of fishing grounds
over the period from 1833 to 1836.

Meanwhile, we need to pay attention to the social status of Jang Gil-gab, the purchaser.
Jang Gil-gab was born in 1804 and took the 47" place in the augmented state examination
for selection of military officers in the 27" year of King Sunjo's reign, 1827.As Jang Gil-gab,
the owner of the fishing ground, was a nobleman who passed the state examination for
selection of military officers, he is not thought to have engaged in fishing by himself.
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Unlike the trading practice of specifying a servant as the trading party as a formality as
seen in the case of trading in Suwon, Gyeonggi-do Province, this title deed specified a
nobleman himself as a trading party. This reflects the trend of diminishing practice of proxy or
false recording about property, following growing awareness of ownership among commoners.

The last title deed was written for original owner Jang Sang-oh's selling of a one-third
share of his herring fishing weir to Park Geun-bae at 210 nyang of brass coins. The original
owner of the fishing weir recorded on the title deed written in 1843, Jang Sang-oh, was the
father of purchaser Jang Gil-gab in 1836. The purchaser of the fishing weir in 1836 was the
son; however, as the father was specified as the original owner when the half of the fishing
weir was traded in 1843, we can see that the actual owner was still the father.

The title deed of the fishing ground shows the fact that part of it were traded for several
times within a short period of time, but its original owner Oh Jeong-yoon had always been
closely related with the trades as a purchase and seller. The record about “resell” in the title
deed for trading of a fishing weir in Nanho-ri village in Simwon-myeon township,
Heungdeok-hyeon prefecture, Jeolla-do Province, meant that the fishing weir in gquestion was
a resold item, demonstrating a trading practice of that time when people purchased and sold
fishing weirs frequently as both a purchase and seller.

The 1868 title deed for the herring fishing weir in Songdang-ri village in Ongjin-gun county,
Hwanghae-do Province have been utilized by many studies so far. | am introducing this title
deed because | have also obtained three other title deeds written around the time of its
creation. | will analyze them as well, to get a clearer view of fishing weir trades in the late
19" century.
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The time when the title deeds were written was the year 1861, 1866, 1868, and 1870 for
trading of a herring fishing weir. Four documents are included in the title deed, out of which
the one written in 1868 is now kept at the Kyujanggak Royal Library and the other three at
Tenri University in Japan. The form and trading object were the same between them; the
following is the original text of the deed written in 1861 and its translation. This table shows
major elements of the title deed.

Herring fishing weir in Songdang-ri village

/:‘25_—1_ E'E :ﬁ@ ANB—+H /T\/E%H_'QX%FFEW B
A deed for Kim Woon-baek, a servant of councilor Chae, written on August 20, 1861

FRNEE BCEBARRE NERSHASE=S—HBREX—E HENEIE S—8 EEMm—
g BN 7}<%ﬁ]"‘—'E NEESTN *a—iﬂféﬁﬂ% BRZA KEZH J—A F—N JIF—N &
B €50 88— ERz2h BIR— 8N BE—4 fE—4 f?ﬁ—u BT EHNEm KER
R5EERBE DENGL TR KKREAET BRTHEES BaEMR ALIME S S8 FES
This deed is written for a permanent sale of one-thirds of the herring fishing weir in
Songdang-ri village, along with one hut, 900 fishing nets, one long boat, one fishing boat, one
paddle, one maintenance boat, 130 poles, one coffer with a key, two rice pots, two water pots,
one measuring pouch, one measuring box, one knife, two hoes, two chisels, one saw, two
scoop nets, one step board, two adzes, one mortar, one brazier, and one shovel at 800 nyang
of brass coins based on these two deeds; if a conflict arises among offspring afterward, these
title deeds will be utilized for resolution by the government.

=n—AasEE BN (FR)

One-thirds share owner Noh Ji-hang (signature)
A EEE (FR)

Witness Choi Seong-jae (signature)
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This title deed records about three one-third share trades of the herring fishing weir in
1861, 1866, and 1868, as well as a two-third share trade in 1870. The first deed was
written for selling of a one-thord share of the fishing weir and living necessities including a
house from its owner Noh Ji-hang to Kim Woon-baek at 800 nayng of brass coins in 1861.

The object of trading included not only the one-third share of the fishing weir, but also
fishing gears including boats, paddles, and fishing nets, as well as various daily necessities
such as a hut, rice pot, water pot, measuring box, knife, etc. such items of trading were
maintained until 1866 and 1868; those daily necessities were simply recorded as
miscellaneous goods in the deed written in 1870, but the goods included in that category
are estimated to be the same with those in the previous deeds.

The price of the fishing weir rose by 200 nyang over seven years, from 800 in 1861 to
900 in 1866 and then to 1,000 in 1868.However, the price went down to 750 nyang again
in 1870. The title deeds for trading of fishing grounds demonstrate deteriorating economic
environment in mid-19th century when the price of fishing grounds was going down and
production crisis was also being reflected in fishing grounds.

Lastly, | will explain the characteristics of the private ownership of fishing grounds in the
late Joseon period, based on putting the content of the fishing ground trading title deeds
together. The 16 title deeds for trading of fishing grounds and one certificate written over
the period from 1771 to 1870 in Gyeonggi-do Province and Jeolla-do Province are the proof
of the process of changes in the late Joseon period when fishing grounds were privately
owned and began to be traded actively as part of private property. This can be summarized
as the following.

First, the contracting parties specified on title deeds for trading of fishing grounds were

individuals, which indicates the fact that the owner of fishing weirs at that time were
individuals or those who had the shares. For an individual to own the entire or share of a
fishing ground, the person had to pay a high price at 30 to 300 piculs of rice.




MZ g

SEQUL NATIONAL UNIVERSITY

In reality, it would have been hard for individual fishermen from lower classes to own a
fishing ground in which fixed fishing gears were installed. Generally, noblemen owned them
as part of their private property and inherited them to their descendants and under the
Equalized Tax Law, fishing grounds were privately and freely owned by people along with the
imposition of maritime tax. One of the the owners of the fishing ground in the analyzed
title deeds has been identified as a nobleman.

Second, fishing grounds were sold and purchased frequently during a short period of time
and there were cases where a purchaser bought the same fishing ground again. One even
purchased the fishing ground he had sold in the previous year again. This shows fishing weir
trading contracts could be concluded frequently in coastal areas. It also demonstrates the
cashable characteristic of fishing grounds as an object of trade.

Third, fishing weirs were inherited as part of private property, which means that fishing
weirs were perceived as part of personal property like land, in the late Joseon period. In
other words, all those evidence demonstrates the development of private ownership of fishing
weirs.

Fourth, fishing weir trading documents were written similarly to those for land. This can be
understood as recognition of fishing weirs' property value in the same context with land at
that time. Notably, government-issued certificates were contained in the trading deeds and at
the end of every trading document, the phrase “resolution at the government” was put in.

It was a unique phrase used to indicate that the government authorized trade to prevent
conflicts regarding trading of property, such as land and houses, during the Joseon Dynasty
period. In short, official rights were granted for the trading of fishing weirs by the
government as in the case of land.
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Fifth, fishing weirs, fishing gears, boats, paddles, and nets, and daily necessities were
sometimes included in the object of trading. Lastly, there were cases where an entire fishing
weir was traded and others where only a share of it was traded. This means that fishing
weirs traded back then were the object of sharing from a legal perspective, not the object of
collective ownership by villages.

In this second lesson, we have examined the status of fisheries in the late Joseon period
by looking into historical materials from that time. For that purposeflllustrated Records of
the Provinces, published in the late Joseon period and fishing weir trading deeds were
analyzed and explained.

In short, | gave an explanation about the current status of fisheries in the 18™ century by
checking on the information of fisheries production in respective regions based on the local
product category in flllustrated Records of the Provinces; even though the book was not
specialized in fishery products, and by estimating regional fisheries production with regards to
the collection of maritime tax under the Equalized Tax Law. Plus, advancement of a private
ownership system for fishing grounds with economic values can be seen from title deeds for
trading of fishing grounds.

In the following third lesson, | will explain the topic of fisheries and introduction of modern

fisheries law in the end period of Joseon. This is the end of the second lesson. Thank you.
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