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3 Understanding Gyeongminpyeon

3-1 Kim Jeong-guk and Gyeongminpyeon

Hello, students. I'm Jeong Ho-hun, one of the lecturers in this course titled <Revisiting
Korean Classics> and I'm going to give you a lecture about Gyeongminpyeon. This is the
third lecture of this course, and | would like to go on with it in the theme of
‘understanding Gyeongminpyeon.’

This book was produced in 1519 when Kim Jeong-guk served as the Governor of
Hwanghae-do, and was intended to educate local residents. So, it would be proper to say
that Gyeongminpyeon is a book by a local magistrate for the local residents This book, which
had rare content in Joseon then, was written by Kim Jeong-guk as an individual, but it was
likely to be widely distributed throughout other regions outside Hwanghae-do because it
reflected the political ideology of Gimyo sarim, who were in power by this time.

However, the book was forgotten for some time after Kim Jeong-guk was dismissed due
to his involvement in the Literati Purge of 1519. About 15 years later, he returned as the
Governor of Jeolla-do, and there are traces of the book being used again, but it was
forgotten again after his death.

Interestingly, since the end of the 16th century, central and local government officials of
Joseon paid a lot of attention to this book and used it after supplementing it several times.
If you forcus on the compilers, you can find Heo Yeop's version at the end of the 16th
century, Yi Huwon's version in the middle of the 17th century, and Song Inmyeong's and Vi

Jeongsuk's versions in the 18th century.
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The reason why Gyeongminpyeon was enlarged many times is that these powerful people
judged that the practical effect of this book was not small. Compared to the initial
publication, later versions changed a lot with increased contents. This lecture will examine the
process and characteristics of the use of Gyeongminpyeon in Joseon history.

Through this lecture, | hope you will understand what was Joseon's strength to maintain
the state for so long time. Furthermore, | hope you will find the traditional basis of the
consciousness that shapes the lives of modern Koreans.

Kim Jeong-guk was a scholar and bureaucrat in the first half of the 16th century. In this
session, I'm going to summarize his life and talk about his motivation for compiling
Gyeongminpyeon.  The picture on the screen is a page from Seongni Daejeonseo Jeoryo
(Essentials of the Great Collection of Neo-Confucianism). It's a book that summarizes only the
important points of the massive Seongri Daejeon. It was published in Naju in 1538, and
shows Kim Jeong-guk's character as a scholar. His tomb is now in Paju.

Kim Jeong-guk was born in 1485, the 16th year of King Seongjong, and died in 1541, the
36th year of King Jungjong. The family clan is from Uiseong. Uiseong was also called Munso
in the past. Kim Jeong-guk himself enjoyed using Munso. His courtesy name is Gookpil, and
he used Sajae or Eunhyu as pen names. His father is Kim Yeon, who served as a chambong
(lower rank official) at Yebinsi (Office of Formal Reception), and his mother is from Heo clan

of Yangcheon, the daughter of Heo Ji, a county magistrate. His parents passed away when
he was young. His older brother is Kim An-guk, a scholar and bureaucrat of the King
Jungjong. He is said to have learned from Kim Goengpil.
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Kim Jeong-guk won the first place in a special examination of the higher civil service in
1509, the 4th year of King Jungjong, was endowed reading leave in 1514, and became the
Governor of Hwanghae-do in 1518. The Governor of Hwanghae-do was a high position of the
second junior rank, and Kim Jeong-guk had not experienced an external position until he
took it. He had worked as a bureaucrat in the royal court, serving successively and
extensively in key posts such as Secretary in the Ministry of Personnel, Censor, and Royal
Secretary. The bureaucrats who worked in the royal court were called Gyeonggwan (Capital
Official).

Kim Jeong-guk is usually considered a member of Gimyo sarim. His political activities and
thoughts had many elements in common with those of Gimyo sarim. In order to understand
him properly, it is necessary to look at Gimyo sarim of the period of King Jungjong.

Gimyo sarim refers to a group of Confucian scholars and bureaucrats who lost their lives
or were politically prosecuted when a political purge, known as Gimyosahwa (the Third Literati
Purge in 1519), including Jo Gwangjo, Kim Sik, and Bak Hun. They tried to change Joseon by
actively presenting new laws and policies for five to six years before the purge.

Although the political activities of Gimyo sarim have many aspects, what best describes
them is that they were trying to spread the basic ideology of Neo-Confucianism and the
basic examples of it throughout Joseon society. They distributed the important literature of

Neo-Confucianism such as the Elementary Learning, Zhu Xi's Revised Version of the Lu
Family Community Compact, Zhu Xi's Family Rituals, and tried to practice the contents in
social level. At that time, there were many forces in the political world that did not agree
with the theory of Neo-Confucianism, so there was a severe political conflict over it, and
eventually a political purge took place in 1519.
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Kim Jeong-guk also shared his thoughts and cooperated with them. His older brother Kim
An-guk also joined the effort to transform Joseon, as a member of Gimyo sarim. In
November 1519, when the purge occurred, Kim Jeong-guk, who was serving a second term
as the Governor of Hwanghae-do, was dismissed from his official position and retired to
Goyang. Here, he called himself palyeogeosa (a man with eight things), concentrated on his
study and devoted himself to writing and teaching. He was restored to the Governor of
Jeolla-do in his last years and died of illness while serving as the Governor of
Gyeongsang-do.

Let me introduce a document that shows the activities of Gimyo sarim. This is a
Translation of Elementary Learning published in 1518. The Elementary Learning had already
been introduced since the late Goryeo Dynasty, but it was not read that much. Gimyo sarim
actively carried out the ‘Campaign to Distribute Elementary Learning’ and tried to spread
Neo-Confucianism throughout Joseon. Translation of Elementary Learning was the book made
as part of it.

This book was first published in Eulhaeja, a metal type. It served as a standard study
book and translated version of Elementary Learning. Moreover, it was one the pieces of
literature that contributed to the intellectual revolution and cultural transformation based on
Neo-Confucianism in Joseon. The picture on the right is a section of the Elementary
Learning. It presented the original text first and then attached a Korean translation. For the

original text, the sound of each Chinese character is added in Korean, and each phrase has
gugyeol (attachment to part the phrase and render it understandable).
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Kim Jeong-guk made this book with the idea of “defining 13 crimes that are deeply related
to human duties and easy for the people to commit in their daily lives, and giving what little
help it could give to the foolish people to avoid evil and pursue good,” and expected the
county magistrates under him to use it. Gyeongminpyeon was a book published by a
Governor seeking ways for local residents to live in social order without committing crimes,
with his own answers. As the name ‘warning the people’ shows, Gyeongminpyeon was
created in the relationship between the Governor, a state agency, and the local people. In
that respect, it was also a guiding book for people, published in the leadership of the state's
public authority, and a political textbook used by local officials on the front line of local
politics.

The background of Kim Jeong-guk's publication of this book can be found in his writings
reflecting on the days of Hwanghae-do Governor. Let me read an important part.

When | was the Governor of Hwanghae, a man named Yi Dong lived on the coast. While
having a meal, he fought with his father and hit him with a bowl.

"A father-son relationship is like that of heaven-earth or monarch-subject. How could your
body be without your father? Therefore, if you serve your parents well, you are a devoted
son, and if you beat and swear, you are a villain. You hit your father with a bowl. This is a
crime of death by law, just like the earth sins against heaven and a subject sins against the
king. Therefore, | conclude this trial by sentencing you to death.”

Imposing punishment without teaching is deluding the people. The behavior of Yi Dong
resulted from lack of teaching.

Yi Dong, who lived on the coast, was tried for beating his father, which was a capital
crime under the law at the time. Kim Jeong-guk realized that he had committed this crime
because he did not know that a son would be severely punished if he beat his father or
committed other unfilial deeds. Furthermore, Kim Jeong-guk thought that it was deceiving
people to punish them without teaching them why they should not commit crimes and what
pu';ifishment they would get if they committed crimes.

\
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So, he informed Yi Dong about this, and Yi Dong listened to him and realized the
importance of father-son relationships and that crimes against parents were very serious
offense, and begged for mercy. Presumably, Kim Jeong-guk's writing of Gyeongminpyeon was
largely affected by his experience as a Governor.

Gyeongminpyeon was a book to prevent crime. The main theme of this book is that
punishing someone according to the penal code after he did something wrong is not the
best way, and it is best to teach people first why they should not do such a thing before
committing a crime. We can read his thought that emphasizes both the problem of
ignorance and the need for enlightening ignorance.

Kim Jeong-guk's will to teach local people to realize the evil of crime and avoid it, formed
while serving as the provincial head of Hwanghae-do, was the outcome of Confucian
reasoning to rule out the coercion and violence of punishment, or, to narrow it down, it was
the result of the sincere pursuit of Neo-Confucianism. In Neo-Confucianism, intellectual and
moral change of individuals through learning was considered important.

Kim Jeong-guk appropriately digested the Confucian culture and ideology of
Neo-Confucianism, expanded continuously during the 14th and 15th centuries, at his position
and condensed it into Gyeongminpyeon while serving as a provincial head.

The painting you see on the screen is a town castle in Gonyang, Gyeongsang-do, in the
early 19th century. It emphasizes the jail. It's a much later picture compared to the 15th
and 16th centuries, but | think it'll help us infer the situation at the time when
Gyeongminpyeon was published.

The power severely restrained and punished those who committed crimes, and in extreme
cases took their lives. Kim Jeong-guk tried to present a way to avoid punishment for
committing crimes through the compilation of Gyeongminpyeon. In the next class, we will
Ioo‘l( at the structure and characteristics of Gyeongminpyeon.
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3-2 Structure and Characteristics of Gyeongminpyeon

In the last lecture, we looked at Kim Jeong-guk and Gyeongminpyeon. In this lecture, we
will look at the composition and characteristics of Gyeongminpyeon.

The first edition of Gyeongminpyeon currently has yet to be discovered. The original
Gyeongminpyeon, which, anyone can see, was published when Kim Jeong-guk served as the
Governor of Hwanghae-do, has not yet been identified. Therefore, understanding this book is
difficult from the start. The composition and content of the book can only be inferred from
later publications.

The earliest known publication is Sanghuh Memorial Library of Konkuk University collection,
referred to as Sanghuh version. This is not the first edition of Kim Jeong-guk's
Gyeongminpyeon, but it corresponds to the early edition that is not far away from the first
one in time. If you look at it, you can guess what the first edition looks like, to some extent.

The content of Gyeongminpyeon consists of 13 chapters. Starting with Chapter 1, Parents,
they were arranged in the order of Husband and Wife, Siblings, Family Relatives, Neighbors,
Fighting, Diligence, Saving, Fraud, Adultery, Larceny, Homicide, and Slave and Master.

The 13 themes were selected using the penal code of Literal Explanation of the Great Ming
Code and Gyeonggukdaejeon (National Code). These themes cover the major crimes and
deviations that local people can commit in their daily lives. If you look closely at the
sequence of 13 Chapters, they are divided into several types. Chapters 1 to 5 consists of
topics centering on the subject, and deals with parents, family, and relatives. Neighbors are
not included in the family or relatives, but they still are a community that exists outside the

family.
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From Chapter 6 Fighting to Chapter 12 Homicide, the themes were based on crime or
deviation. They are criminal acts that can be committed in everyday life. Of course, diligence
that emphasizes working hard for a living, and saving that encourages people to live frugally
instead of wasting recklessly have nothing to do with crime, but these chapters deal with
laziness and waste as criminal acts.

The last Chapter, Slave and Master, is unique. This chapter deals with crimes that can
occur between a slave and his or her master. If it were related to the subject, it would have
to be placed in the first half, but it doesn't. That doesn't mean that a slave is a criminal.
However, Gyeonggukdaejeon deals with slave related contents in the penal code. You can see
the unique idea of understanding slaves as an existence bound to crime, and | don't know if
the composition of Gyeongminpyeon was also influenced by such idea.

Each chapter first explains why you should not commit such crime, and then includes the
punishment rules for the crime. In other words, each chapter contains two types of contents
with different characteristics, but when talking about punishment regulations, it makes clear
that they are in the ‘law.” This configuration is repeated in all 13 themes.

The reason why you shouldn't commit a crime is generally explained by Confucian morality
and common sense, and for the penal regulations it used the penal code in the Great Ming
Code and Gyeonggukdaejeon. Since the Great Ming Code was used as a basic book for the
penal code in Joseon, most of the penal codes mentioned in Gyeongminpyeon came from it.
Punishment was mainly based on 5 types of punishment in the Great Ming Code.

This is the Literal Explanation of the Great Ming Code. In 1395, the 4th year of King
Taejo's reign, the government made a literal explanation of the Great Ming Code in idu script
so that penal officers could easily use it, and as Gyeonggukdaejeon was completed, the
basis for the use of the Great Ming Code was clearly set as law. Of course, the Joseon
government established and utilized Joseon's own penal code that was not included in the

Great Ming Code, but the Great Ming Code was the main reference in most cases.
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The Literal Explanation of the Great Ming Code on the screen was published in 1686, and
is currently kept by Kyujanggak Institute for Korean Studies. Considering the ownership
stamps on the first page saying, ‘Naegak' and ‘Kyujangjibo,” it must have been one of the
books kept in Kyujanggak (Royal Archives) in the late Joseon Dynasty.

It presents the original text in Literary Chinese, and then explains them using small idu
scripts. | zoomed in on the explanation. Since the punishment of quartering was replaced by
dismemberment on the wheel in Joseon, you can see that ‘quartering’ was interpreted as
‘dismemberment.’

These are the five types of punishment stipulated in the Great Ming Code. It is divided into
five grades, from the flogging to the death penalty, and each sentence varies depending on
the severity of the crime. The death penalty has two types: hanging and beheading, and
beheading was the heavier punishment. Dismemberment is not included in the five types, but
it was applied to the actual regulations. The picture shows the execution of beheading.

If we take the first chapter, Parents, as an example, you can get more concrete idea of
the above description of this book. The spacing of the quotes was randomly done to match
the meaning, and the circles mark the missing letters. The words in red are gugyeol, or
phrase parting, and the main text is written only in Literary Chinese. Since the original text
is not translated into Korean, it is very difficult for the people with poor reading ability of
Classical Chinese. This screen presents translations to help you understand.

The sentences have borrowed letters of gugyeol to help readers understand. &, &' 'B&
B, BREFE 2R 18 'BM, etc are the borrowed letters of gugyeol read as ‘oh,

'na,  ‘hashigo, ‘hashini,” ‘inira, ‘eun,’ and ‘hamyeon.’ It can be seen that the Korean
gugyeol was written using the sounds of Chinese characters.

As for the reason for filial piety, it explained, “father is like the sky and mother is like the

earth.” They gave birth to me with all the pains, diligently breastfed me, and worked hard to
raise me, so the grace and virtue of parents are as endless as heaven.”




SEQUL NATIONAL UNIVERSITY

If you ill-treat your parents or grandparents, it said, “if you murder your grandparents or
parents intentionally, you will be put to death by dismemberment, if you hit them, you will
be beheaded, and if you scold them, you will be hanged. If you don't do what they told you
to do, and if you don't work hard to support them, you'll get 100 flogs." Depending on the
nature of the sin, the punishment will be dismemberment, beheading, hanging, or flogging.

In Chapter 1 of Gyeongminpyeon, five crimes committed against parents and grandparents
are mentioned. They are murder, beating, swearing, irreverence, and accusation. The
corresponding punishment regulations are presented for each crime, and they are divided into
several grades from dismemberment to 100 flogs. The punishment was relatively harsh
because the Literal Explanation of the Great Ming Code defines filial impiety as one of the
ten evils and punishes it severely. The contents of Chapter 1 of Gyeongminpyeon are covered
by five articles of the Literal Explanation of the Great Ming Code and Gyeongminpyeon
summarizes their core contents. In the case of accusation, it was limited to the one against
parents, and the details of punishment were not elaborated but only written as ‘severe.

Pre-modern punishment was characterized by controlling and leading individual behavior
based on violence, pressure, and coercion, and so was the operation of punishment in Joseon
based on the Great Ming Code. Strong punishment helped to suppress crime and maintain
order. But that wasn't all. Punishment alone couldn't change criminals or reduce the
occurrence of crimes. Gyeongminpyeon emphasizes that punishing crime and social deviations
by law is not everything that can be done, but it is necessary that local people be led first
to realize the fundamental problems of criminal behavior and avoid them. The preface of
Gyeongminpyeon is a clear statement about this.

“The punishment and the law were all made out of the benevolence of the king of old
time who loved his people. Wouldn't it be more of ‘netting to the people’ if they were to be

detained by law without leading them to morality first?
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While writing this book, | always discussed reason by looking at the basics because |
wanted the people to feel it with their hearts and be motivated, and | cited the law as
evidence because | wanted them to avoid evil with fear. And | used simple words and plain
sentences to make it easy for them to understand without learning.”

Kim Jeong-guk's idea that intellectual awareness and moral stimulation of members rather
than punishment should be the foundation to prevent crime and maintain social order was
the first declaration in the local political scene during Joseon Dynasty. You can find the
practical meaning of Gyeongminpyeon here.

The peculiarity of the ways of Gyeongminpyeon is evident compared to the edification and
punishment measures implemented in Joseon in the 15th century. Immediately after its
founding, Joseon paid attention to edification and punishment as a means of maintaining
social order and preventing the people from deviating, and implemented related policies.

Regarding edification, they emphasized the ethics of samgang (Three Fundamental Bonds).
Three relationships between the monarch and subjects, parents and children, and husband
and wife were considered the most important, and the ethics of chung (loyalty), hyo (filial
piety), and yeol (distinction) for each relationship was cultivated and practiced. To this end,
the government compiled and distributed Samgang Haengsildo (An lllustrated Guide to the
Three Bonds) and honored exemplary people.

As mentioned earlier, in the case of punishment, the basis for controlling crime was
prepared using the Great Ming Code as the basic reference for sentence. A wide range of
criminal acts, including filial impiety, larceny, fights, fraud, and swearing were strictly punished
by the provisions of 5 types of sentences. However, during this period, there was no policy
to prevent crimes of people, and not a book was written that contained such idea. In other
words, there was no effort to approach the problem of criminal behavior from the
perspective of edification and teach the people to enlighten them.
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Therefore, Kim Jeong-guk's Gyeongminpyeon was a book with a remarkably novel idea.
Through Gyeongminpyeon, Kim Jeong-guk presented a new standard by breaking with
existing ideas in the political culture by suggesting that, as the basis of social and political
management, the members' moral awareness is more important than punishment. It would
not be an exaggeration to say that this book has significance that can transform civilization.

Since we already looked at the Literal Explanation of the Great Ming Code, | will briefly tell
you about Samganghaengsildo (An lllustrated Guide to the Three Bonds). This is the first
edition of Samganghaengsildo. It was made under the order of King Sejong in 1434. This
book is made up of articles on the best practices of loyalty, filial piety, and virtue in history,
followed by illustrations to explain them in a way that is easy to understand.

The composition of this book is simple, with each written episode paired with an
illustration and a poem. It shows historical examples in pictures, which can help you
understand it a lot. However, the Samganghaengsildo at this time was written only in Literary
Chinese, so it was not easy to understand unless you were a good reader of Classical
Chinese.

During the reign of King Seongjong, the original text was translated and published using
Hunminjeongeum (Korean script).  This is an episode titled ‘Yongbanggansa (Death of
Yongbang)." Comparing to the episode of the same title in the previous version of Literary
Chinese, you can clearly see the difference between the two books. It would have been a
little easier for the reader to understand than the book written only with Literary Chinese. In
order to make Samganghaengsildo effective, the government also implemented a policy that
people who could read gathered those who coudn't, and read and interpreted the book for
them.

This photo shows a monument built by the government to commend the loyalty of a
person named Jeong Dam, who was killed in a battle during the Japanese Invasion in 1592,

It is located in Yeongcheon, Gyeongsangbuk-do. The state selected and commended loyalists,
devoted sons, and virtuous women, expecting more people in the provinces to follow suit,
artdf the families and descendants of those who received the commendation were honored.
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In the next session, we'll look at the compilation of Heo Yeop's version at the end of the
16th century.
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3-3 Compilation of Heo Yeop's Version at the End of the 16th Century

In the last session, we looked at the structure and characteristics of Gyeongminpyeon. In
this session, we're going to look at the compilation of Heo Yeop's version at the end of the
16th century.

Kim Jeong-guk's Gyeongminpyeon was revived, reprinted and distributed by Heo Yeop
(1517-1580), who served as the Governor of Gyeongsang-do in 1579, the 12th year of King
Seonjo's reign. Heo Yeop's re-edited version changed the contents in many ways compared
to the previously published Sanghuh version.

Heo Yeop's publication of Gyeongminpyeon triggered the widespread popularity of the book
in Joseon. At that time, Gyeongsang-do was one of beggest and the most powerful of the
eight provinces of Joseon, so even if Heo Yeop's distribution of Gyeongminpyeon was limited
to Gyeongsang-do, its scope was incomparably expanded compared to the previous period.

It is also confirmed by the quantity printed at this time that Gyeongminpyeon was widely
distributed in Gyeongsang-do. Later, Noh Susin, who wrote Heo Yeop's epitaph, testified that
Heo Yeop printed thousands of copies. In 1585, the 18th year of King Seonjo's reign,
Gosachwalyo, supplemented and published by Heo Bong, records that Sacheon, Jinju, and
Sangju in Gyeongsang-do had printing blocks of Gyeongminpyeon, which are considered to be
related to Heo Yeop's re-printed version.

The re-issued version is very rare. The collection of Tsukuba University in Japan is the
only known piece today. This is the cover and the first page of the Chapter Monarch, and
considering the ownership stamp that says ‘anyangwonjang,'it is believed that this book was

brought to Japan during the Japanese Invasion of Korea in 1592, and was kept in a library
of the bakufu.

\,
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The re-issued version of Heo Yeop showed many changes in its composition compared to
the Sanghuh version of the earlier edition. At the head of the book are Heo Yeop's foreword
to the reprinted edition and Kim Jeong-guk's preface included. These articles clearly reveal
the reason Kim Jeong-guk made this book, the original intention and direction of the book,
and the circumstance in which Heo Yeop reprinted it as the Governor of Gyeongsang-do. The
time of the book's publication is also clearly stated as ‘the winter of 1519.

The biggest advantage of this reprinted version is that it clearly highlights to the readers
the proposition of ‘edification and punishment’ that Kim Jeong-guk had developed as a
framework through his preface. Although it does not clearly show whether Heo Yeop
referenced Kim Jeong-guk's first edition when publishing this book, these materials help us
to infer what it would have looked like in the early days of Gyeongminpyeon.

More importantly, there is new content added. Heo Yeop wrote a separate chapter called
‘Gunsang’ and placed it at the beginning of the main body. The term ‘Gunsang’ refers to a
monarch. It was not in Kim Jeong-guk's original version, so Heo Yeop's version added one
chapter to the existing 13 chapters, making it a total of 14 chapters. The comparison of
Sanghuh verision, an earlier edition, and Heo Yeop's version is as shown in the table on the
screen.

Heo Yeop's version shows a big difference compared to the previous one. First, through

the added Chapter Monarch, he emphasizes that the people should be loyal to the monarch
and the state, and faithfully perform the duties that the state assigns. Heo Yeop probably
thought that the lack of relationship between the monarch, or the state and the people in
Kim Jeong-guk's version was problematic and should be supplemented.




MZ g

SEQUL NATIONAL UNIVERSITY

This is the full text of the Chapter Monarch written by Heo Yeop. You can find the main
points in these two paragraphs. In the first paragraph, he says, “The monarch is the owner
of the people and the state is what the people depend on,” and emphasizes that the people
lead their lives because the state give the grace to foster them. It's interesting to see the
relationship between the people and the monarch is considered as the one between the
father and the son. The second paragraph says the people should faithfully pay the duties
given to the people, that is, tax and labor, and help the state if there is any difficulty.

The transcription of Heo Yeop's verision is also new. When compared to the Sanghuh
version, the original text is similar. It succeeded the Sanghuh version in terms of phonetic
borrowing of letters in gugyeol. There was no new change in that respect. However, the
original text written in Literary Chinese was followed by Korean translation, which was an
unprecedented innovation. It would have been very easy for readers to access this book
because it was written both in Classical Chinese and Hangeul. The language barrier was
lowered a lot compared to the edition with only Chinese script. Considering the function of
Hangeul in understanding the contents of the book, the significance of the reprinted version
of Heo Yeop was not small.

Let's look at some of the text and its translation of the second chapter, Parents. The red
part of the original text in the subtitles is borrowed letters of gugyeol. The translation was
re-written using modern style orthography.

Father is like the sky and mother is like the earth.

They gave birth to me with all the pains, diligently breastfed me, and worked hard to raise
me, so the grace and virtue of parents are as endless as heaven.

Hanabi (Grandfather) and halmi (grandmother) gave birth to my abi (father) and eomi
(mother), so they are no different from my parents.
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It is noticeable that parents are translated as ‘abi and eomi’ and grandparents as ‘hanabi
and halmi. To read and understand the sentences here, you will need a solid understanding
of basic knowledge. A Korean translation next to it will be of great help to learn the
sentence. | showed you the front part of the Parents Chapter. You can see that the
engraving was done with a lot of effort.

In the next class, we'll look at the compilation of Yi Huwon's version in the mid-17th
century.
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3-4 Compilation of the Yi Huwon's Version in the mid-17th century

In the last lecture, we looked at the compilation of Heo Yeop's version at the end of the
16th century. In this lecture, we're going to explore the compilation of Yi Huwon's version in
the mid-17th century.

The mid-17th century was the period when Gyeongminpyeon's influence on society spread
dramatically. Yi Huwon (1598-1660), a leading politician in the Seoin camp from the end of
King Hyojong's reign to the beginning of King Hyeonjong's reign, was able to compile this
book with the permission of King Hyojong. However, the actual publication was delayed due
to various circumstances, and it came to the world after the death of King Hyojong and in
the early years of King Hyeonjong.

Since Yi Huwon published this book, Gyeongminpyeon emerged as an important reference
for Governors and magistrates across the country. The material that Yi Huwon used as a
copy of his publication was a manuscript obtained with difficulty in Haeseo. Yi Huwon, after
initially deciding to publish Gyeongminpyeon, took some time because he couldn't get a copy,
but was able to get this one, translated it into Korean, and completed the compilation. It is
highly likely that he had not seen the first edition of Gyeongminpyeon in person, and did not
refer to the Sanghuh or Heo Yeop's versions.

Considering this, it can be said that Yi Huwon's version was produced in his own way
regardless of the achievements or changes made by the various copies in the previous

period. For example, it would have been easier to work with Heo Yeop's translation, but he
did not seem to have done so. On the screen you see the cover and the list of contents of
Yi Huwon's version.
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His version has a composition different from the Sanghuh or Heo Yeop's versions. This
book consists of 13 chapters, which are the same as the Sanghuh version. However, the
chapter Monarch added to Heo Yeop's version is missing. On the other hand, the chapter
Slave and Master is placed between Relatives and Neighbors. This reconstruction seems to
have resulted from Yi Huwon's intention to grasp the relationship between the slave and the
master in the family order.

As an appendix, Yi Huwon added four articles criticizing the customs written by provincial
officials of Song Dynasty, and Hunmin-ga (Songs to Teach People) written by Jeong Cheal,
who served as the Governor of Gangwon-do in the late 16th century. Provincial officials of
the Song Dynasty were scholars who continued the study of Zhu Xi. Yi Huwon's version
increased in volume, revealed the political character of Seoin, and also strengthened the
traits of Neo-Confucianism. The difference among the Sanghuh, Heo Yeop's, and Yi Huwon's
versions can be found in the table you see.

The material that you should pay attention to in Yi Huwon's version is Hunmin-ga.
Hunmin-ga is a work written by Jeong Cheol when he served as the Governor of Gangwon,
consisting of 16 short poems. Originally, it was 18 poems, but two of them has no lyrics but
only the titles. Hunmin-ga has each poem reveal its theme and followed by brief explanation
of its meaning in the form of gasa (prose-poem). The titles of the 16 gasa include ‘Parents,
‘Brothers,  ‘Monarch and Subject, ‘Child,” ‘Husband and Wife, ‘Diligent Farming,’ ‘No
Robbery,” and ‘No Gambling and Lawsuit.” The topics covered in Hunmin-ga are generally
listed in Gyeongminpyeon, except for a few things such as ‘Monarch and Subject, ‘Order
according to Age’ and  ‘Trust between Friends. Hunmin-ga can be said to have
supplemented Gyeongminpyeon while based on the idea of it.

The reason why Yi Huwon supplemented Hunmin-ga as an appendix to Gyeongminpyeon
was because it was easy for ordinary people to access, and he must have considered it
proper to complement the three topics including Monarch and Subject, which were missing

from the original composition.
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Yi Huwon's version was published by the state, so it gives the impression that it is neatly
made compared to the previous editions. You can tell that the translation was also much
better.

The changes seen in the translation can be summarized as follows. First, gugyeol were
written in Hangeul. In Yi Huwon's version, the borrowed letters of gugyeol, which were used
in the Sanghuh and Heo Yeop's version, were changed to Hangeul.

Gugyeol in Hangeul already appeared in Korean translations in the 16th century, so it was
not Yi Huwon's original idea. In the 16th century vernacular editions, the writing of gugyeol
appeared in two ways: phonetic borrowing of letters and Hangeul. Vernacular Explication of
the Lu Family Community Compact of the Jungjong's era and Heo Yeop's verision of the
Seonjo's have gugyeol written in borrowed letters, while Translation of Elementary Learning
and Vernacular Edition of Elementary Learning have Hangeul gugyeol.

Second, if necessary, Chinese characters were presented in the translated text, and
corresponding Korean sounds were attached to each character. The original text does not
have sound script, but the translated text reveals Chinese characters with sound scripts. For
example,  ‘grandparents’ are written in Hangeul between the Chinese characters of
‘grandparents,” as you can see on the screen. Therefore, the translation of Chinese characters
into Korean largely disappeared. This contrasts significantly with the way of Heo Yeop's
reprinted version. Heo Yeop's version translated ‘grandparents’ into pure Korean words of
‘Hanabi and Halmi.'

After the publication, Yi Huwon's version was distributed and utilized throughout the
country. In particular, in areas where violent crimes occurred or Confucian culture was less
developed, there was a strong movement to enlighten the local people with this book.

Among the ways of using Gyeongminpyeon during this period, some cases are worth
noting. In 1693, Yi Giha, who served as the Governor of Jeju, added his opinion to Yi
Huwon's version and distributed it. It was a much more aggressive attitude than just using it.
The! picture on the screen is a copy published by Yi Giha.
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Bak Sechae valued this book more than anyone else and encouraged his acquaintances and
students who started their career as local government officials to use it as educational
materials. In particular, he made commoners read Gyeongminpyeon. On the other hand, he
mentioned Yi I's Gyeokmongyogyeol (The Secret of Expelling Ignorance) as a basic education
book for aristocrats.

Bak Sechae's opinion to make commoners read Gyeongminpyeon was what realized the
intention of the original compiler Kim Jeong-guk, and in fact, during the 18th century, in
King Yeongjo's reign, the government educated the residents of myeon and ri subdistricts
with this book.

In the next lecture, we will look at the compilation of Song Inmyeong's and Yi Jeongsuk's
versions in the first half of the 18th century,
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3-5 Compilation of Song Inmyeong's and Yi Jeongsuk's Versions
in the First Half of the 18th Century

In the last lecture, we looked at the compilation of the Yi Huwon's version in the mid-17th
century. In this lecture, we will look at the compilations of the first half of the 18th century
by Song Inmyeong and Yi Jeongsuk.

In the history of publication and distribution of Gyeongminpyeon, the reign of King Yeongjo
in the mid-18th century shows a special character. During this period, enlarged editions of
Gyeongminpyeon appeared, and various forms of Gyeongminpyeon were used along with the
existing versions.

The new revised versions were compiled and produced by Song Inmyeong (1689-1746), the
Governor of Pyeongan-do, and Vi Jeongsuk (1674-1736), the magistrate of Sangjuy,
Gyeongsang-do. The reason these two provincial officials made and distributed the enlarged
versions was that the two regions of Pyongyang and Sangju were the main sites of the
Musin Rebellion, or Yi Injwa’'s Rebellion in 1728.

The Musin Rebellion was caused by people who did not accept Yeongjo and Noron
government, which endangered Joseon. The government came up with a lot of measures and
implemented them to stabilize the public sentiment after the Rebellion, and local officials in
Pyeongan-do and Sangju also made various efforts to calm the people in the region. The
distribution of Gyeongminpyeon was a part of such effort.

In this respect, it can be said that the two publications of Song Inmyeong and Yi Jeongsuk
were affected by the locality and the time. The image on the right is a part of Song
In-myung’s, and on the left is a part of Yi Jeongsuk's revised version.
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Song Inmyeong (1689-1746), who served as the Governor of Pyeongan-do between 1729,
the 5th year of King Yeongjo's reign and 1730, published the revised version in Pyongyang.
Song Inmyeong expanded Yi Huwon's version by adding an article of warning eight things
that he wrote himself, that is, the Eight Commandments. You can see the appeal to the king
written by Yi Huwon petitioning for the publication of Gyeongminpyeon, the preface of Kim
Jeong-guk, the text of 13 chapters, the admonitions of local officials of the Song Dynasty
such as Zhen Dexiu, and Jeong Cheol's Hunmin-ga, added by Song Inmyeong's Eight
Commandments.

Each clause of Eight Commandments is presented in gasa (prose-poem) with 4 and 4
syllable units written in Literary Chinese, followed by a Korean translation. The gasa in
Literary Chinese do not have Korean sound scripts or gugyeol It wasn't such a friendly
format for people who don't know Classical Chinese to read and understand. All the clauses
in the Eight Commandments have the fifth phrase beginning with “How sad, the people of
the West!" Each clause contains a warning, but does not provide specific punishment
regulations. It's another feature of the Eight Commandments.

Overall, it was written in a format that was not found in the Sanghuh or Yi Huwon's
versions. For example, the third clause, which deals with men's and women's desires and
adultery, is as follows:

The greed of men and women must be stopped by a big bank.

Marriage must be arranged by a matchmaker and adultery will be punished.

How sad, the people of the west! If you habitually take someone against her will.
How could you blame birds and animals? You shall punish yourself.

The themes mentioned in the Eight Commandments can be largely divided into lawsuit,

marriage and family relations, farming, and the relationship between the local Governor and
the people.
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There are two clauses related to the lawsuit. It takes issue with the lawsuit between close
relatives and the custom of liking it. This reflects the reality at that time where litigation
took place between very close relatives, and lawsuits accounted for a large portion of daily
life. The frequent occurrence of lawsuits among the locals indicates that many disputes and
conflicts were to be settled.

Regarding family and relatives, he mentions that the relationship between inhuja (adopted
heir), son-in-law, and son should be clarified so that property disputes would not rise. Inhuja
refers to an adopted son for family succession. In Joseon, adopting an heir to succeed the
family was widely spread as the agnatic principle developed. Family succession was
intertwined with the succession of property, which caused a lot of conflict.

The clause, which refers to the desires of men and women, deals with issues related to
marriage and the maintenance of marriage. If you consider the clause as saying that you
should not rob other man's woman without getting married through normal matchmaking
procedures, you can tell that this also happened frequently in this region.

What is interesting is that he mentions the relationship between the local people and the
Governor. He says that since the Governor is like the parents, you should hide his faults if
he had any, and should not file a petition even if there was an unfair incident. It must be a
clause that reflects the reality where it is common to criticize and file a petition against the
Governor. It can be said that this clause contains the core content that the powerful was
most concerned about after the Musin Rebellion.

The last clause, which admonishes that we should not leave agriculture to engage in
maleup but work hard in our main job, is similar to the part of Gyeongminpyeon, where
agriculture is emphasized. Maleup means commerce and industry.
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Song Inmyeong's Eight Commandments mainly deals with crimes and social conflicts that
commonly occurred in Pyeongan-do. Therefore, it can be said that his version is composed
not only of various types of problems presented in the existing Yi Huwon's version, but also
of added problems caused by spacial and temporal specificity unique to this region. Looking
at it in this way, we can see that the scope of conflict captured in Song Inmyeong's version
is much wider and more timely than in the previous version.

Yi Jeongsuk added his own gasa to Song Inmyeong's version and published it in 1730,
when he was the Governor of Sangju. He must have obtained a copy printed in Pyongyang,
which was far away from Sangju, and made his version a little later. What Yi Jeongsuk added
has a similar format with Song Inmyeong's Eight Commandments, although there was a big
difference in quantity.

Yi Jeongsuk compressed what he wanted to convey to the local residents of Sangju into a
four-syllable poem with 104 lines and interpreted it in Korean. He took the form of gasa,
because it can contain the theme he wanted to convey in quite a few lines but make it easy
to read and understand.

The 104 lines of the 4 and 4 syllable units are largely divided into 4 paragraphs in terms
of the themes. The first 16 lines describe the peace in which local people enjoyed life thanks
to large scale edification in the area, and verses from 17 to 32 lament that the popular
custom has lost its purity and ethics and morality have collapsed. Lines from 33 to 48
announce that moral education would be implemented, and lines from 49 to the last sing
how to restore old custom and order. On the screen is the beginning of the gasa added by
Yi Jeongsuk.

The political crisis brought about by the Musin Rebellion of 1728 served as an opportunity
for Joseon's rulers to recognize the value of Gyeongminpyeon. Since then, some counties and
prefectures moved to redistribute Yi Huwon's version, and enlarged versions with added

contents emerged in Pyongyang and Sangju. Although each region had different printing
blocks, books were printed with any printing blocks that could be obtained all over the
coi;ntry and used to educate local residents.
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At the central government level, the movement to distribute Gyeongminpyeon nationwide
appeared after 1745. In 1745, the 21st year of King Yeongjo's reign, the central government
actively distributed Gyeongminpyeon and tried to use this book as educational material in
every counties and sub-counties across the country. For some time since then, a new change
took place that changed the history of Gyeongminpyeon. The government made a popular
edition for distribution based on Yi Jeongsuk's revised version.

Song Inmyeong, the Second State Councilor, was the one who advocated the distribution of
Gyeongminpyeon early on. He was concerned about the situation where quite a few high
treason cases occurred outside of Hanyang that destroyed ethics, and suggested the
distribution of this book as one of the countermeasures. It was a proposition to believe in
the power of ‘the teaching of letters. Song Inmyeong suggested that every sub-counties in
the country should designate a village teacher and entrust him with the education of
Gyeongminpyeon.

After Song Inmyeong's suggestion in 1745, it seems that 8 provinces reprinted and
distributed the popular edition to local residents as its original script was sent to them by
the central government. We can see that Gyeongminpyeon was revised in the provincial office
of Jeolla-do (Wanyeong version) and that of Chungcheong-do (Geumyeong version) in June
1745.

The Wanyeong and Geumyeong versions must have been made from one original script,
while each publishers selected necessary contents and engraved them. The Wanyeong version
contains both the text and appendices of Yi Huwon's version, as well as the admonitions
added by Song Inmyeong and Yi Jeongsuk. In composition, it was the same as Yi Jeongsuk's,
the last version. The Geumyeong version did not include the admonitions written by Song
Inmyeong and Yi Jeongsuk.
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Both books share the page composition, which consistently has 10 lines per page and 17
characters per line engraved, and the contents on each page are also the same. This is
different from Yi Huwon's version which has 10 lines per page and 20 characters per line
engraved. In the picture, the Wanyeong version is on the left, and the Geumyeon version is
on the right.

The government's move to expand or distribute Gyeongminpyeon did not occur again after
Yi Jeongsuk's version. It was the same in the 19th century. However, local power's interest in
the book did not fade away during this period. Some local officials wanted to use
Gyeongminpyeon in a diversified way of their own accord.

What Hong Jungseop, the magistrate of Suncheon, did in 1832, is remarkable. He was
appointed to the magistrate of Suncheon in that year, and published Gyeongminpyeon and
distributed it to all sub-counties of his jurisdiction. Interestingly, the book at this time
consists only of Hong Jungseop's preface, Kim Jeong-guk's preface, and 13 main chapters. It
is a simple content that excludes the articles criticizing the customs, Hunmin-ga, and
admonitions of Song Inmyeong and Yi Jeongsuk, which were included in the previous
versions.

Of all the existing versions of Gyeongminpyeon, its composition is the simplest and neatest.
From the reader's point of view, the content of the text was easily accessible. Hong
Jungseop is believed to have sent three copies of this book to each subcounties. At that
time, there were 18 sub-counties in Suncheon-bu, and there is evidence that he sent three
copies to two of them, Juam-myeon and Hwangjeon-myeon, respectively.

So far, we have summarized the use of the Gyeongminpyeon compiled and published by
Kim Jeong-guk, the Governor of Hwanghae-do, from its compilation until the 19th century.
The compilation and publication of Gyeongminpyeon is so special that | wonder if there's any
other example of a book being transformed into various forms and utilized in Joseon.
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If you look at the process of publishing various versions of the book, it was first published
in Hwanghae-do in 1519, in Gyeongsang-do in 1579, and was distributed nationwide in 1658.
Around 1730, Song Inmyeong's and Yi Jeongsuk's revised versions were made in Pyongyang
and Sangju, and in 1745, the original script based on Yi Jeongsuk's revised version was
distributed again throughout the country by the central government.

The reason why this book started in Hwanghae-do and spread across the country is that
the basic premise of Gyeongminpyeon, which emphasizes education and enlightenment to
inform the problem of crime in order to make local people live without committing crimes,
worked.

The power of Joseon found the strength to maintain order through this book. It seems
that local people were able to learn the least and simplest Confucian knowledge and ideology
that they could practice in their daily lives through this book. You can say that the book
played a huge role in changing the thoughts and customs of the local people in a Confucian
way. Examining the publication and utilization of the book helps to understand one of the
roots of the Confucian culture that strongly influences modern Korea.

In the next lecture, we will go on to explore our next theme, ‘Reading Gyeongminpyeon'

as a sequel to ‘Understanding Gyeongminpyeon.” Thank you.
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