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4 Reading Gyeongminpyeon

4-1 It Is Deluding People to Punish Them without Teaching Them

Hello, students. I'm Jeong Ho-hun, one of the lecturers in this course titled <Revisiting
Korean Classics> and I'm going to give you a lecture about Gyeongminpyeon. This is the
fourth lecture, and | would like to proceed with the theme of ‘Reading Gyeongminpyeon.’
This topic is a follow-up to the last lecture's ‘Understanding Gyeongminpyeon.’

Kim Jeong-guk, the compiler, made this book to guide the local people of Joseon to live
without committing crimes. Gyeongminpyeon went through several additional changes and
was used until the end of the Joseon Dynasty.

This book has many characteristics. The most remarkable of them is, though, that it shows
different formats, compositions, and contents depending on the time of publication. Another
feature of this book is that the content is organized in a way that local residents who did
not have a high level of education could learn and understand easily. The logic or
terminology used is not that difficult, which can be confirmed by the fact that the text is
written in Literary Chinese, but only with a Korean translation attached.

| hope you will learn the history and culture of Joseon in various ways through reading
Gyeongminpyeon. This book will tell you what ideas and methods Joseon's authorities used to
control the local people and maintain order. Furthermore, it will show you what kind of
letters they used to convey to the people what they wanted to tell them. The lecture is
based on Yi Hu-won's version from the mid-17th century. It is a neatly done woodblock
print that is easy to read.
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Every country in history has defined crime and punished criminals accordingly. After
foundation, Joseon also established principles to deal with crimes and criminals and ran the
country based on them. Codes such as Gyeonggukdaejeon and the Literal Explanation of the
Great Ming Code contain the crimes set by Joseon and their punishment methods.

Gyeongminpyeon is a book about the crime and punishment of the people. Kim
Jeong-guk divided Joseon's crimes into 13 types and organized them into 13 chapters. Each
chapter covers one type of crime. However, Kim Jeong-guk reorganized the various crimes
and their punishments used in Joseon in his own way, not repeating the way they were in
the law. If you learn how Kim Jeong-guk organizes Gyeongminpyeon and why he did so, |
think you will understand the reason it was used in Joseon for so long.

In the preface, ‘deluding people,” means setting up a net of law and waiting for the people
to be caught. You can further understand this in detail in the following talk.

The crimes and their punishments covered in 13 chapters of Gyeongminpyeon are all
related to Gyeonggukdaejeon and the Great Ming Code. However, there are many interesting
aspects in the nature and arrangement of the 13 chapters.

If you divide the chapters by theme, it's as follows: crimes related to the family in four
chapters of Parents, Husband and Wife, Siblings, and Relatives; crimes related to slavery in

one chapter of Slave and Master; crimes in the villages in one chapter of Neighbors; general
crimes among members of the villages in four chapters of Larceny, Fighting, Adultery, and
Homicide; crimes related to farming and saving in two chapters of Diligence and Saving; and
crimes related to government offices or public authorities in one chapter of Fraud.
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These six types of crimes can again be divided into items marked with B, which have the
same entry in the Great Ming Code and items marked with A and C, which don't. Fighting,
Adultery, Fraud, Larceny and Homicide are set as the subject of crime in the Great Ming
Code and provisions for them are presented. Gyeongminpyeon also adopted the same way.
The remaining items are not topics set in the Great Ming Code. Although Gyeongminpyeon is
said to use the Great Ming Code, some of its entries are listed in the Code and others are
not.

If you want to find the main characteristics of Gyeongminpyeon, you should pay attention
to items A and C, which are not listed in the Great Ming Code. The crimes marked with A
were classified by the criminals, that is, the subject of behavior such as parents and children.
The punishment regulations for murder, abuse, or beating that may occur between them are
not presented in the category. However, these crimes are described in the section, and all of
the punishment regulations followed the Great Ming Code.

Crimes marked with C are too ambiguous to be considered as crimes. The chapter
Neighbors emphasizes the need to keep the order of status and give help among members
of the village, but there are no specific punishment regulations, and even if there are, it
mentions the sentence set in Joseon. The chapter Diligence recommends to work diligently
on the farm and the chapter Saving tells you not to waste grain after a harvest. They do
not provide a separate punishment regulations, either.

Considering this, we can conclude that Kim Jeong-guk did not make Gyeongminpyeon just
to inform the local people of crimes that can occur on a daily basis, crimes that can be
punished according to the Great Ming Code, and to teach them to avoid those crimes. There
was something he wanted to emphasize.

Kim Jeong-guk lays emphasis on blood ties from parents to family, underlining the
importance of living in accordance with moral laws, and advocates helping each other in the
village, keeping the order of social status, and focusing on farming and not wasting. This is
not only related to the ideal of Kim Jeong-guk as an individual, but also to what Gimyo
S rim valued and tried to realize through policies.
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Gyeongminpyeon was made with a special awareness and purpose. Kim Jeong-guk's
thoughts in compiling Gyeongminpyeon are well presented in the preface. The preface clearly
shows Kim Jeong-guk's thoughts and the characteristics of the book. He explains three
things in this article.

First, he argues that if they punish people for the crime they committed without teaching
them the meaning of crime and law, it would be nothing more than forcing them to become
criminals.

“The punishment and the law were all made out of the benevolence of the king of old time
who loved his people.

Wouldn't it be more of ‘netting to the people’ if they were to be detained by law without
leading them to morality first?

How can people, as foolish as insects, know that morality is important, and how can they
know the deep thoughts that made the law?

If the people who are stupid, like the dumb or the deaf, who are foolish enough to rush only
to clothes and rice, don't realize they're breaking the law and commit a crime,

the official in charge looks at the law and ties them up like throwing a net to catch
sparrows and setting up traps to catch beasts. How can you make them stay away from evil
and do good?”

Kim Jeong-guk is positive about the existence of punishment and law. Punishment during
this time was in some ways violent and harsh. However, Kim Jeong-guk admits that the old
king made the punishment out of his love for the people.

At the same time, he says that if they try to rule the people only by punishment without
leading them to morality first, it was an act of ‘netting to the people.” He thinks that if they
punish people for committing a crime without telling them the reason for making law and
pupishing crimes, it would be the same behavior as throwing a net to catch a sparrow or

seb"c%ing a trap to catch a beast.
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This metaphor can be found in the thoughts of Mencius. Mencius said that if they were
severely punished for committing crimes for food and living without providing conditions for
the people to live well, it would be the same as catching birds with a net. Kim Jeong-guk
used this to emphasize that people should not be left to commit crimes without knowing the
problem of crime.

Second, he emphasizes that the local people should read Gyeongminpyeon to learn the root
and reasons of things and punishment regulations of the law, so that they can get close to
good and stay away from evil.

“While writing this book, | always discussed reason by looking at the basics because | wanted
the people to feel it with their hearts and be motivated, and | cited the law as evidence
because | wanted them to avoid evil with fear.

And | used simple words and plain sentences to make it easy for them to understand
without learning.”

Kim Jeong-guk's idea is that if you know the fear of the law, you will think that you
should not commit a crime, but the more important thing is to realize the fundamental
reason why some things are defined as crimes subject to harsh punishment. For this
purpose, Kim Jeong-guk tried to write the book in easy and ordinary words and sentences
so that local people, without profound knowledge, could read the book.

Third, he insists that the Mongmin-gwan, or the Governors, should do their best to change
the customs of the people with this book. He urges that, since the main users who will
actually utilize this book are none other than the governors of the counties and cities, so
they should actively use it. He says as follows:

If you don't do your best to lead the people and change the customs, that is by no means
what | want as the compiler of this book. Isn't it also something that we, leaders of people,
should always keep in mind?
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The local system of Joseon divided the whole country into eight do (provinces), and each
province had ju (large counties), bu (major cities), gun (counties), and hyeon (small counties).
A bureaucrat who governs the province is called Gwanchalsa or Gamsa. Below that, the
leader of the ju, bu, gun, or hyeon was generally called Suryeong. The Governor, or
Gwanchalsa, was in charge of supervising the leaders, or Suryeong, and the politics of gun
and hyeon were actually supervised by Suryeong. So the Suryeong was also called
Mongmin-gwan (leader of people).

Kim Jeong-guk, who was the Governor of Hwanghae-do, compiled and published
Gyeongminpyeon, but it was Suryeong who was responsible for actually distributing the book
to Hwanghae-do residents and let them learn it. What Kim Jeong-guk means when he says
'the leader should keep in mind’ was this situation.

Gyeongminpyeon was a book to help Mongmin-gwan, or the leader of gun or hyun, to
govern the region and educate the local people. It can be said that it was a necessary tool
for Mongmin-gwan to perform their duties. However, Gyeongminpyeon was very different
from a mongminseo (a book for leading people), which directly targets the leader. A
mongminseo summarizes the mindset that Mongmin-gwan must have and what to pay
attention to while governing gun or hyeon, so it was suitable for Mongmin-gwan to use as a
guideline.

Mongminsimgam (Examplary Mindset of the Leader) is the representative book referenced
by local officials of Joseon in the 15th and 16th centuries. This book was compiled by an
official named Zhu Fengji of the Ming Dynasty, and in Joseon, it was introduced and used
during King Taejong's reign. On the screen you can see a copy published in the early Joseon
period.

In the next lecture, we will look at the chapters of Parents and Husband and Wife of
Gyeongminpyeon.
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4-2 Parents and Husband and Wife

In the last lecture, we explored the theme, ‘It Is Deluding People to Punish Them without
Teaching Them." In this lecture, we will look at the chapters, Parents and Husband and Wife
of Gyeongminpyeon.

As | said earlier, Kim Jeong-guk considered the blood ties between parents, couples,
siblings, and relatives particularly important in Gyeongminpyeon. In Confucian tradition, blood
ties between parents and family have always been valued, but in Joseon, this began to be
especially emphasized in the early 16th century. This is related to the will of aristocrats at
this time to create families and clans that can exert their power socially without the support
of state power.

This was the reason why literature such as the Elementary Learning, the Vernacular
Explanation of Upright Customs, and Zhu Xi's Family Rituals received attention and was
widely used during this period. The characteristics of Gyeongminpyeon seem to reflect this
fact.

This is the beginning of the Parents chapter. [l read the original text with gugyeol and
the translation of it.

SHH(RR)SHA D DHX|(Bnih)2t L2 HOH(ah 554 FR)SHAF A2 (E B 7L ) kA T

|-\.I

U (EHEF)OMIL FE2HRHRME)2 2VTS(ZREH)0|2L) ZRE2(HRH)= *”Of
S (ERRE)OIAIL| HREZR0|(BLARHE R )t

Father is like the sky and mother is like the earth. They gave birth to me with all the pains,
diligently breastfed me, so the grace and virtue of parents are as endless as heaven. My

grandparents gave birth to my parents, so they are no different from my parents.
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This narrative of “Father is like the sky and mother is like the earth. They gave birth to
me with all the pains, diligently breastfed me, so the grace and virtue of parents are as
endless as heaven.” is rooted in the Classic of Poetry. In this book, a poem titled Mugwort
sings the grace of parents as follows.

Is that mugwort that grew tall?

It's not mugwort but wormwood.
How sad and sad, my parents.

They had trouble giving birth to me.

The author, using a poem from the Classic of Poetry and honoring the filial piety for
parents whose grace is as high as the sky, seems to have used one of the widely spread
examples of imagery in Joseon society in the first half of the 16th century, when the book
was made. It is easy to find books or sijo with similar expressions made, read, and sung
during this period.

An examplary book you can think of would be the Mingxin baojian (Valuable Mirror for
llluminating the Mind), which has been read since early Joseon. The above poem is cited in
‘Hyohaengpyeon (the Chapter of Filial Piety) of this book. Readers of the Mingxin baojian
would also have engraved Hyohaengpyeon deep in their hearts, which sings the grace of
their parents. The Classic of Poetry says, “My father gave birth to me and my mother raised
me. How sad, my parents! You have worked so hard to bear me. | want to repay their grace,
but the wide sky is indeed endless.”

A number of varieties of Oryun-ga (Song of the Five Bonds) that were made in the
mid-16th century also incorporated this into a tune. Oryun-ga is a sijo or short song made
with the theme of the norm of Oryun (Five Constant Virtues). In general, local officials and

aristocrats made and distributed them so that people could memorize and learn Oryun easily.
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Let me present one of the Oryun-ga from this period, written by Ju Sebung (1495-1554).
This song was composed and distributed to the local people of Hwanghae-do in 1549, the
4th year of King Myeongjong's reign when Ju Sebung was the Governor there, and the part
that represents the theme of affection between parents and children is almost the same as
Chapter 1 of Gyeongminpyeon.

My father gave birth to me and my mother raised me.
If it weren't for my parents, my body would not be.
| want to repay their grace and virtue, but there's no end just like heaven.

Now, this is the crimes and the punishment regulations in this chapter. [Ill read the
original text with gugyeol, followed by its translation.

ZED(FARE} ER(RENE DA XISX AN AIFEERETT)SIT JIEH XIAKET RSN ST O] Aln
(EZAR)SID SXNTY(RERS)6IH S28Y ADNRUMCRERB SN —T)s5ID B2(RF)E 1
A A ZEX|S(EFRAHFEF)SIL[2t

If you murder grandparents or parents intentionally, you will be dismembered to death, if you
hit your grandparents or parents, you will be beheaded, and if you scold your grandparents
or parents, you will be hanged. If you don't do what they told you to do and don't work
hard to support them, you will get 100 jangs (flogging with sticks). Suing parents to the
government office is an extremely serious crime.

The punishment for committing crimes against parents or grandparents was severe. This is
because these crimes are categorized as ‘filial impiety.” The Great Ming Code defines the 10
most heinous crimes as ten evils, and the corresponding punishment, depending on the
seriousness, can be the harshest one, dismemberment. Since all of the above crimes
mentioned in Gyeongminpyeon correspond to ‘filial impiety, 'heavy punishment including
dismemberment was imposed.

Now, this is the full text of the Husband and Wife chapter. [I'll read the original text with
gy_'éyeol, followed by its translation.

N
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SH(RE) BAGHRIOIC) HASH(EERESILILL SNk ARZD
KR AIEXISI0] SREUEATIHORIE 2ol (kBRI

XXIAEEABURISION JHE(RiE)0] SUTRISIRIZ ATRHZ SHSR(KFERLSIH Y=}
(RARBIF)OIT. AR TRAFOI SAIHHITBBISHLILI!

Husband and wife tie the knot and live together for a hundred years. A husband must by all
means care for his wife and a wife must by all means obey him. Even if there are
differences, the husband should try to suppress his anger toward his wife, And the wife
should try to obey her husband, so that the order of the family does not break down.
Therefore, if the couple is happy and harmonious, the family can be preserved forever, but
failure to harmonize with each other will eventually lead to disaster and conflict.

Husband and Wife is a relationship between an adult man and a woman through getting
married. Wedding is a ceremony that socially recognizes the union of an adult man and a
woman. It's also a highly sophisticated cultural act that takes place on a very complex social
and political context. That's why the people of old times devalued the union between men
and women done without a ceremony or formality as collusion.

Gyeongminpyeon emphasizes that a harmonious relationship of the husband and wife is the
way to maintain the family for a long time. And it mentions the husband's care for his wife
and the wife's obedience to her husband as the way to achieve this. The husband and the
wife should treat each other with an appropriate mind and attitude, and what was required
of the husband was separated from that of the wife.

It puts the husband at the center, by emphasizing the wife's obedience. This idea of
demanding different attitudes from husbands and wives to protect family harmony came
from the Confucian ethical consciousness of the Sangang Wuchang (Three Fundamental

Bonds and Five Constant Virtues), which was taken shape from before the Qin Dynasty.




MZ g

SEQUL NATIONAL UNIVERSITY

This is the crime between a husband and a wife. Instead of reading the original text, let
me show you the picture. Two points stand out. First of all, it mentions the wife's crime
and the punishment for it first. The husband's crime and punishment for it appears in the
second half, bordering on the navy line, the part under the red circle. Also, there are more
things related to the wife. In terms of the amount described, the regulation on wives is
twice as much as that on husbands.

You can guess what the positions of husband and wife were like in Joseon. This is
because the relationship between husband and wife was not horizontal but hierarchical. I'l tell
you the details on the next screen.

Let me see the translation. This is the crime committed by a wife and the punishment for
it. The wife's crimes are mentioned in four types in total: Killing, beating, or injuring the
husband; betraying the husband and re-marrying another man; crimes against the husband's
parents, grandparents, or relatives; adultery with another man.

The first type among these is distinctive. “If the wife intentionally kills her husband, she
will be put to death by dismemberment. If she beats her husband, she will get 100 flogs, if
she injures him badly, she will be hanged, and if he dies because of the wound, she will be
beheaded.” You can notice the highest grade punishment, dismemberment.

Now, this is the crime committed by a husband and the punishment for it. It mentions
two types: killing and injuring the wife, and criminal acts against her parents. Let's read the
first type. “If a husband hits his wife and she dies, he will be hanged. If he injures his wife

badly, all of it is also a sin." You can see the difference from the punishment for killing a
husband, which is the highest grade, dismemberment.
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As we saw earlier, in Gyeongminpyeon, the crimes committed by husbands and those by
wives and the punishment for each of them were very different. I've summarized it in a
table. There are four types of crimes committed by wives, but there are only two types of
crimes by husbands that correspond to them. Re-marriage and adultery, which are criminal
acts for the wife, are not a problem for the husband. In the case of wives, crimes against
their parents-in-law or husband's relatives and the corresponding punishment are defined in
detail, and the punishment is severe.

In the next class, we will look at the Siblings and Relatives chapters of Gyeongminpyeon.
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4-3 Siblings and Relatives

In the last class, we looked at the chapters of Parents and Husband and Wife of
Gyeongminpyeon. This class, we will look at the chapters of Siblings and Relatives of
Gyeongminpyeon.

Chapters 1 through 4 of Gyeonminpyeon deal with the issue of enlightenment and crime
within the kinship. If you look at the way this book arranges and organizes the content, it
expands the relationship to something outside of ‘me,” with I at the center. According to
this framework, parents are the most important, the wife who lives with me is the next,
followed by siblings.

As for relatives, those who are palchon (third cousin) or closer, with the same family name,
are metioned. There is a saying ‘donggojo palchon,” which means palchon are all descendants
of the same great-great grandfather. They are the fourth generation of one man. This is
consistent with the scope of ancestral rites in Zhu Xi's Family Rituals. This book sets four
generations and third cousins as the maximum range for the people to perform ancestral
rites. The reason why Gyeongminpyeon recognizes blood ties as including those up to 4
generations and third cousins, and underlines relationship within them was because the
author was mindful to practice the examples of Zhu Xi's Family Rituals.

The picture on the screen is a genealogy of the Andong Gwon clan, compiled in the late
15th century. You can get a glimpse of the idea of blood relatives that people had at this
time. The other picture is Sadang-do (picture of an ancestral shrine) from the Vernacular
Explanation of Family Rituals, compiled by Shin Sik in the early 17th century. Sadang is a
building where rituals are held, and the picture shows a clear mark for rites offered to the

great-great grandfather, the ancestor 4 generations ago.
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This is the translation of Chapter 3, Siblings, from Gyeongminpyeon. It consists of three
things. It says first, brothers and sisters are born of the same parents, so they should not
quarrel over small interests. The older ones should love their younger siblings and the
younger ones should respect their older siblings, so that they don't have bad feelings for one
another.

Second, property disputes over slaves and land are not profitable in the long run. And
third, if brothers and sisters are at odds, they will be ostracized by village people and
punished by law by the government. They are blood relatives who have different bodies but
have the same spirit, so they have to cherish and respect one another. But there are siblings
who don't, and this chapter is about them.

Here, Kim Jeong-guk mentions property dispute as the biggest factor causing discord
between brothers and sisters. Joseon had a law on the gift and inheritance of parents'
property, but disputes always occurred. That was the reality. And he talks about slaves and
land in disputes among siblings because these were the two key elements that made up
inherited property in Joseon.

Considering the practical power of property, you would say that Gyeongmingpyeon's idea to
resolve disputes and conflicts surrounding it with love and respect for close family members
is an extreme idealism. But on second thought, that idealism might also exert the power to
sway reality.

These are the types of violations and their corresponding punishment in the Siblings
chapter.  Property disputes, abusive language, beatings, and lawsuits are mentioned. As
mentioned earlier, this reflects that the core of the conflict among siblings is a property
dispute. Among siblings, if someone takes the property away with a false document or has
it all, he will be punished with 100 flogs and slave labor, and if they don't live peacefully,

they will be penalized with 80 flogs.




SEQUL NATIONAL UNIVERSITY

Punishment rules for conflicts and fights among brothers and sisters generally put more
focus on problems caused by younger siblings and their punishment than those by older
ones. The book suggests regulations related to all the siblings as it says, “Among brothers, if
someone takes the property away or has it all, he will be punished with 100 flogs and slave
labor, and if they don't live peacefully, they will be punished with 80 flogs,” but most of
what it describes are faults that younger siblings commit to their older brothers and sisters.

The fact that it has more of the younger siblings' faults and their punishment is related to
the application of the norms that “There is an order between the older and the younger,”
that is, ‘elders first! As with the relationship between husband and wife, hierarchy worked
between brothers and sisters.

Now, this is the fourth chapter, Relatives. Let me check the contents. It says that
although the degree of intimacy and distance are different between me and my uncle, and
between me and my cousins or third cousins, we are all descendants of one person, so we
should respect, care for, and not fight with one another. The composition of Gyeongminpyeon
takes the form of expanding from blood relationship to non-blood relationship. As one of
many relationships of blood ties, Relatives chapter is located on the outermost part. The
content is made up of those 'relatives,” from ‘my’ uncle to third cousins. The uncle to third
cousins mentioned here are those only on the father's side, and those on the mother's side
are excluded. The third cousins have the same great-great grandparents, the ancestor 4
generations before. The range of relatives dealt in Gyeongminpyeon is up to the so-called
‘Donggojo Palchon,” or third cousins who share the great-great grandparents.

Kim Jeong-guk compared this relationship to having the ‘same root’ or the ‘same source.
In other words, “if you compare it to a tree, it has the same roots, different branches, and if
you compare it to water, it has the same source and different streams.”

The consciousness to value the same root or the same source is a very important basis
for strengthening the solidarity of the family made up of blood ties. If you compare this to
the major cultural phenomena that appeared during this period, you can see that it is in line
with the thought of Joseon's nobility when they made genealogy.
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Since the end of the 15th century, in Joseon, genealogy compilation, which organized
various descendants into a single lineage, began, starting with several family clans. Some of
the important genealogies made at this time were the Andong Gwon Clan Genealogy of
Chenghua Era and the Munhwa Yu Clan Genealogy of lJigjing Era, and those who made the
genealogy found the major meaning of their work in identifying the same root, the same
source.

The preface to the genealogy of the Changnyeong Seong clan, written by Seong Hyeon
(1439-1504), is another good example of such an idea. Seong Hyeon says, “at first, there is
one body, but there come brothers with one father, cousins with one grandfather, and
second cousins with one great-grandfather. If they share one great-great-grandfather, they
are called a clan. From here, they become farther and farther away, so even if there is a
funeral, they do not wear mourning clothes and eventually become like others. However,
considering the beginning, all of them came from one person, which means that the tree has
one root, but ten thousand branches, and ten thousand branches share one root.”

The idea of Gyeongminpyeon, which understands Donggojo Palchon as a concept of a
family relative, is deeply related to the case of Zhu Xi's Family Rituals, which insists on the
practice of the four-generation rule. In the Family Rituals, the range of ancestral rites was
set up to 4 generations from me, my great-great grandparents. It's the so-called
‘four-generation rule.' If a rite is offered to great-great grandparents, this ritual covers the
descendants down to the fourth generation, to my third cousins.

Then, in Joseon in the 16th century, was it actually common for rituals to be held covering
four generations up? Zhu Xi's Family Rituals was already distributed in the 15th century, and
some people performed ancestral rites according to the book, but legally, ancestral rites
should cover up to three generations. The ritual section of Gyeonggukdaejeon says, “three
generations’ rituals should be held by civil and military officials of 6th grade and above, two
generations' by 7th grade and below, and only parents’ by seoin.”
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You can see that Gyeonggukdaejeon set different regulations for bureaucrats and seoin,
non-bureaucrats. It prescribes guidelines that ancestral rites should be held for up to three
generations, except for seoin, who should hold rites only for their parents. In other words, it
legally stipulates the distinction according to class or status. We can say that the emphasis
on ‘Donggojo Palchon’ in Gyeongminpyeon came from the awareness to create a new kinship
order beyond the scope of customs that had been firmly set in reality. It can also be seen
as an opinion that leads to a new culture and customs.

In the next class, we will look at the life in a village and crimes in it, which gives a special
feature to Gyeongminpyeon.
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4-4 Life in a Village

In the last class, we looked at the Siblings and Relatives chapters of Gyeongminpyeon. In
this class, we will look at the life in a village and crimes in it, which gives a special feature
to Gyeongminpyeon.

The crime that is unique in Gyeongminpyeon is related to village life, as | briefly mentioned
in the first lecture. It includes the chapters of Neighbors, Diligence, and Saving. The criminal
acts covered in these chapters are a little different from the crimes generally understood.
And the punishment regulations are not related to the Great Ming code, and they strongly
reflect the situation of Joseon.

The interest in these chapters is related to the circumstances for which Kim Jeong-guk
and Gimyo Sarim paid attention to the existence and role of local people in the 16th century.
They hoped that local communities would become economically and socially stable, and tried
to come up with ideas and ways to realize it. It is easy to understand the chapters of
Nighbors, Diligence, and Saving, in that context.

This is the sixth chapter, Nighbors. It talks about three points.

My neighbor lives in the same area with me. We live together helping each other out of
nothing, so our loyalty is like that of relatives.

Do not attack or hurt the weak; do not humiliate the old with higher status; treat each
other with respect and try to live in harmony.

If youre at odds with your neighbors and don't help them in need, and don't help them even
if they're dying, they will become your enemies.

And eventually, it will cause immeasurable disaster.

It urges us to live in peace with neighbors and help each other if there are difficulties
while emphasizing that the order of status and age should be strictly observed. It also takes
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The idea of Gyeongminpyeon, which advocates a society where people help each other
when there are difficulties, is in line with the idea of Gimyo Sarim, who actively led the
implementation of the hyangyak (Community Compact), in the first half of the 16th century.
They tried to implement Zhu Xi's Revised Version of the Lu Family Community Compact
throughout Joseon, which has four clauses of encouraging one another to do good,
preventing one another from doing wrong, interacting with one another with courtesy, and
helping one another in hardship.

Chapter 6, which recommends helping one another in difficulties and hardship in the
neighborhood, overlaps with the spirit of this hyangyak. Here, the orientation or ideal of the
hyangyak is contained in Gyeongminpyeon.

This is the punishment regulations in the chapter of Neighbors. Let me read the text and
the translation. The sentence is simple, but the facts contained in these regulations are
extremely complex and comprehensive.

SUXRU(ZsEz A)0| HEHRRBMNR)OIE HIIUAERAE)SIL, BIEX[QU(EEREZ A)0]
SHESEILEE)SIH HHRZI(FNE HFE)oHLI2t

If hogang (a powerful) man attacks and harms people, his entire family will be relocated. If
those of lower status attack and humiliate those of higher status, they will also be punished.

Two types of crimes breaking the order of the neighborhood are mentioned in this
chapter: damage to the commoners by the powerful and acts that harm the order of status
among the village members. The provision related to the relationship between the powerful
and the weak focuses on controlling the strong, and the provision related to status takes
issue with resistance and humiliation against those in higher status by those in lower status.

| would like to point out two things in this regulation. ‘Hogang'was a man of power who

had a strong presence in local communities, also known as toho. They were the ones who
undermlned the state's legal order and public authority and violated the weak ‘small people,
arLd- thus stood on the brink of conflict with state power.
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Therefore, in order to form normal power and maintain order, it was essential for the state
to control the local hogang and weaken them. It is related to this situation that
Gyeongminpyeon mentioned the provision regulating the powerful.

The punishment of relocation of the entire family for hogang's crime is unique to Joseon.
It is also called jeon-gasabyeon (relocation of the whole family to the frontier), which is
stipulated in Gyeonggukdaejeon. It means moving the family of the criminal who was living in
the three southern regions to the border area such as Pyeongan-do and Hamgyeong-do. The
system started to increase the population in remote northern frontiers, where selected
farmers were forced to move or sinners were sent. Not all of the people who were
relocated were sinners, but many of them were. The law in Gyeongminpyeon, which states
that if the powerful commit a crime, his whole family will be relocated, is related to this
tradition.

Next, this is the eighth chapter, Diligence.

In general, the hungry and begging are all those who do not work hard on farming. Work
hard to cultivate even a piece of weed-grown fallow. Even if others wander hungry, | am full,
warm, and at peace, and | have no worries until the end of the year.

It's relatively simple. If you farm diligently, you can avoid the crisis of starving and begging,
so you should try to cultivate even a piece of weed-grown fallow. The way that
Gyeongminpyeon encourages farming by contrasting the crisis of wandering and begging with
a stable life has the effect of clearly revealing the need for farming. This is because it
makes clear that farming itself is not for anyone else, but for one's own survival.
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The steady cultivation of the local people who did not leave the fallow was necessary for
each of them, but it was also a very important issue for local communities and the state. It
is because when agriculture, the infrastructure, collapses, problems arise in all aspects.
Diligent farming was a very effective means of preventing the state from collapsing and
maintaining a strong structure. We can say that Gyeongminpyeon is even aiming at such
effects.

This is the punishment rules in Chapter 8. It contains three things. They are the
imposition of taxes on the weed-grown fallow, diligent management of non-agricultural
industries, and the possibility of being spotted as bandits if not working.

The only actual punishment that ‘taxes will be collected for the fallow,” is mentioned in the
first sentence. It's not a personal arrest, so it's hard to say it's a punishment, but it's
compulsory in that it imposes economic burden. The second clause is rather an advice. In
particular, it is noteworthy that in addition to farming, they should not neglect sericulture or
commercial activities. This expresses the idea that there should be no one in the province
who is not-working.

The third is a warning against an idle life. Idle people sometimes suffered false accusations
of being thieves, but they always had the possibility of being swept away by a band of
thieves, actually. From these three points, you can feel the strong hope of the local power
that people would settle down and concentrate on their own livelihood.

The ninth chapter is Saving, which means piling up grain. It is rather long. And it contains
two things. First, it requests not to waste grain. It says after the autumn harvest, people
would be misled by plenty of grain and use it recklessly, unable to avoid hunger and poverty
in the spring and summer of the following year, and as a result, they could not farm

properly.
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Second, it explains the effects of saving and wasting, comparing the examples of Andong
and the northern province, and tells us to work hard on saving grain. Kim Jeong-guk
describes Andong as an example of thrift and the northern province as a symbol of waste.
Chapter 8, which says that you can endure any natural disaster if you pile up grain without
wasting it, seems passive on the surface, but in fact, it actively suggests ways to increase
agricultural production and live a steady and healthy life.

Like Chapter 6, this chapter aims to encourage local people to keep their daily economy
normal, rather than regulating and preventing crime. Therefore, regarding legal punishment, it
ends simply by saying, “If you waste it, holding a drinking party and all, it is also a crime.”

Gyeongminpyeon, which was made to teach people to help govern local regions, has
realistic content. Some of the themes of the book came from a Chinese classic, and it was
based on the legal provisions of the Great Ming Code, but the actual content did not deviate
from the reality of Joseon.

The short passage describing Andong people’'s habit of saving and sgandering of the
people in the northern province vividly shows how Joseon people thought of the land they
were living in the first half of the 16th century. The exact location of the northern province
mentioned here is not clear, but | think it is safe to think of it as Pyeongan-do area, where
local products were abundant.

Was the description of Gyeongminpyeon, which shows extreme contrast of the lives of the
two regions, considering Andong people as hard-working and reasonable, and those of the
northern province as wasteful, reflecting Kim Jeong-guk's personal idea? Or was it a common
perception that people shared widely at the time? | wonder.
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It is not easy to find a reference to the customs of the northern province during this
period, but the idea that Andong people were frugal seems to have been widespread in
Joseon at that time. The Geography section of the Annals of King Sejong, says about
Andong and the custioms of this area, “The land is barren, and the customs show that the
people admire diligence and frugality, and strive for agriculture and sericulture.”
Donggukyeojiseungram (Geographical Conspectus of the Eatern Kingdom), compiled during the
reign of King Seongjong, also says that Andong people “pursue diligence and frugality and
strive for agriculture and sericulture,”and they “work hard on farming and don't waste.”

In 1486, the 17th year of King Seongjong's reign, Yi Geukdon, who was a relief envoy
dispatched to Jeolla-do, said the same thing. In contrast to Joseon's wasteful customs, he
had a high opinion of them, saying, “The people of Andong are frugal and have a custom of
respecting thrift, so they calculate the harvest of the year in advance to save seeds and
food for the following year, and use the rest for living this year, so even if there is a flood
or a drought, there will be no worries about starving and abandoning each other." Next

session, we will look at Larceny and Homicide in Gyeongminpyeon.
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4-5 Larceny and Homicide

Last session, we looked at the life in a village and crimes in it, which gives a special
feature to Gyeongminpyeon. In this session, we will explore the Larceny and Homicide
chapters of Gyeongminpyeon.

Larceny and homicide are the biggest crimes mentioned in Gyeongminpyeon. They are
crimes that can damage the stability of local communities and further undermine the
foundation of the country. The Great Ming Code classifies large-scale rebellious acts such as
rebellion and treason as larceny, but Gyeongminpyeon does not cover them. This also tells
you Gyeongminpyeon's intention that emphasizes deviations easily found in the daily lives of
local residents.

Murder is a big event where a murderer and a victim are intertwined. No one should
commit murder, but it was also very important to identify the murderer and release the
victim's resentment. In this regard, the Joseon Dynasty tried to establish and realize the
principle of thoroughly investigating murder cases and leaving no doubt about them. This is
well illustrated by the fact that since King Sejong's reign, Joseon tried to handle murder
cases by using Wuyuanlu (Records of Avoiding Injustice). The picture you're looking at is the
Vernacular Edition of Wuyuanlu published in King Jeongjo's reign.

This is the twelfth chapter, Larceny. The content is simple. It tells not to steal or forcibly
take things. You had better beg. This is because even if you live well temporarily by stealing,
you can't avoid being discovered and ruining yourself and your family.

The view of Gyeongminpyeon, which finds the reason for being a thief in cold and hunger,
that is, poverty, is correct. There's nothing to eat and wear, so they steal and rob other
people's things. That's why the old saying goes, ‘If you starve for three days, no one can't
resist climbing over a wall.” No one robbed because of their nature or boredom.
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Is there any way for a good man to avoid becoming a thief? When the hungry and the
starving are gone, those who steal and take away things will disappear. Then, the way to
prevent people from becoming thieves is to prevent people from starving.

To do this, it is necessary to allow members of society to live in abundance. This is related
to establishing an institutional foundation. It's a social and political task. However,
Gyeongminpyeon does not approach the problem that way. It's a book for local people, so he
couldn't talk about policy.

The book recommends that if you are driven into a situation where you would become a
thief, you should rather become a beggar and beg. In today's view, this is really lame and
not an alternative to be suggested by a local official, but Kim Jeong-guk seems to have
thought that this was the most realistic solution in the 16th century. It is also true that in
the 17th and 18th centuries, Joseon people did not break away from this framework when
they paid attention to the value of Gyeongminpyeon.

There were many beggars in Joseon. Hendrick Hamel, who drifted to Joseon in the 17th
century and lived for more than ten years, is said to have wandered throughout the winter
season to beg for food in 1662 when there was a great famine. At this time, Hamel had an
experience of ‘rather being a beggar and beg.’

Winter was coming, but because of the famine, there were no extra clothes.... We petitioned
the Commander to take turns with half of us working for three days, while the other half
going around looking for food. This turned out to work well after all. So we went out for
about 15 or 30 days, begging, and distributed what we gained evenly. This continued until
the current Commander was transferred.

There is a saying that even the King cannot save the poor. It is not clear when this
proverb was made, but it expresses well that it's not easy to relieve poverty.
Gyeonminpyeon's suggestion that people who are driven by cold and hunger to steal had
better beg came from the intention of protecting their lives, but ironically, it shows Joseon's
pdér economic situation during this period.
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This is the punishment regulations for Larceny. They are divided into punishment for theft
and for robbery. The punishment for theft is again divided into two forms. If someone steals,
he will be sentenced to flogging, and if he steals a lot, he will be lowered to become no
(male slave) on a remote islands. It seems that the reason why the term ‘no,” which means a
male slave, is used instead of ‘nobi,” slave, is that they had the notion that ‘a thief is a man.
Most of the people who were involved in the theft were men. The punishment regulations
of Gyeongminpyeon are a mixed abbreviated version of the contents of the Great Ming Code
and Gyeonggukdaejeon. The Larceny section of the Great Ming Code stipulates that petty
thieves and big thieves with a large scale of stolen goods are subject to differential
punishment, but according to Gyeonggukdaejeon, those who belong to the big thieves of the
Great Ming Code are sent to a remote island and made a 'no’ forever. We can see that while
applying the details of the Code, it transformed the content according to the circumstances
of Joseon. Gyeongminpyeon also mentioned that thieves are punished by lettering. Lettering
is a punishment of engraving the crime one committed with ink on his body, and it was a
'scarlet letter' in that once engraved, it could not be erased for the rest of his life and had
to be shown to others. According to the Great Ming Code, all the first offenders of theft
had the word ‘theft’ engraved on their right arm, second offenders had it again on their left
arm, and third offenders were hanged.

From this, we can infer that the ‘lettering’ mentioned in Gyeongminpyeon means engraving
‘theft’ to the person who committed the theft. According to Gyeonggukdaejeon, when
lettering was done, the lettered body part was signed and sealed, and the culprit was locked
up for three days, and then released. This was to protect the letters because it was
common to take out ink in the engraved letters and erase traces if they were released
immediately after lettering.

The size of the letter was set according to the Great Ming Code. The length of one side
per letter was approximately 5cm, and the width of the stroke was 0.5cm. It was a size that

people could see clearly when the culprit rolled up his sleeves.
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Lettering was abolished in 1740, the 16th year of King Yeongjo's reign, and it was
recorded in Sokdaejeon (Supplement to the National Code). The abolition of lettering was
included in a series of measures taken by King Yeongjo to abolish harsh punishment. He
abolished the sentence of knee pressing and branding, which were used to torture suspects,
in 1724, the year of his accession and in 1733, the 9th year of his reign, respectively. And
in 1744, the 20th year of his reign, he abolished the sentence of relocating the entire family.
In the case of robbery, Gyeongminpyeon prescribes that ‘everyone, whether he is a leader or
a pawn, will be decapitated.” In the Great Ming Code, punishment regulations were set
separately for cases with or without property gain, and if property was obtained, both the
main culprit and the accessories were all to be punished by decapitation. The punishment
regulation of Gyeongminpyeon follows this.

In Joseon, the punishment for theft and robbery was strict. Gyeongminpyeon, while facing
the fact that theft and robbery come from hunger and poverty, can't suggest anything more
than begging for an alternative and says that theft and robbery will eventually lead to
serious disaster.

It makes us think about how hard for many people in Joseon to live on this land, but from
the perspective of the state, robbery and theft were also a serious disruption to public order.
Kim Jeong-guk told us to beg rather than rob or steal probably because he felt sorry for the
situation where Joseon's people had to suffer harsh punishment without any special
measures to avoid hunger, and hoped for safety and order in his jurisdiction.

The two minds were difficult to reconcile, but anyway, it was an urgent challenge for him
to prevent people from robbing and stealing. Unlike other crimes, the punishment for this
crime was that the body of the person who committed theft and robbery was made to be a
lifelong prison through engraving ‘theft' or ‘robbery’ on it. Literally, it was a punishment to
inform the world that once a thief is always a thief.

Now, this is the 13th chaper, Homicide. Let me read the text with gugyeol and the
translation.
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A man's life is extremely important and there is no distinction between you and me in this.
If a wicked man covets wealth or tries to revenge, and murders in the middle of the night
without anyone knowing, and he's relieved that he'll be okay, but the sky is looking down
clearly from above, and the spirits are next to him, so sooner or later, the facts will be
revealed and disaster will inevitably occur to him. There has never been a person who has
killed an innocent man and kept a comfortable life all his life.

There are various reasons why people kill other people, but this chapter only talks about
murder caused by coveting wealth and to pay off a grudge. These murders are different
from the one that happens accidentally while arguing with each other with anger. The
characteristics of the murder covered here is that it is planned, intentional, and secretly
committed to avoid the eyes of others. The nature of this crime is extremely serious.

The reason why you shouldn't kill is simply stated. As important as my life is, other
people's lives are also precious, so the premise is that | should not take them away. A man's
life is so precious that if it was taken away, it can't be compensated with anything else. So
for a long time, if someone killed someone else, the killer had to pay for it with his own life.
This is called sangmyeong (killing the killer).

What happens when | kill someone? Will | be able to get away with it without getting
caught? Gyeongminpyeon says that murder will be revealed because of the existence of
someone secretly looking, and this someone is sangcheon, the sky, and the spirits. All of
these are not to be seen by the eyes, but Gyeongminpyeon sees them as beings with lively
senses beyond time and space. They reveal murder, so you should never kill another person.
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The attitude of Gyeongminpyeon, which is drawn on the sky and spirits, clearly shows how
people face events that cannot be handled by human wisdom. The sky and spirits were
terrifyingly powerful in that they were always close and had transcendent power.

The reason why you shouldn't commit a crime, and the reason why you think so, is not
because of any logic or explanation, but because you are vividly conscious of their existence
and think they are looking at you with the clear eyes. Is there anything else that feels more
real than the sky and spirits looking at you? It seems to be threatening or fictional, but they
were alive to Joseon people during this period. The two things mentioned in Gyeongminpyeon
to warn against murder are contradictory. If the logic that other people's lives are as
precious as my life is based on the general theory of value, the story that the transcendent
existence like the sky and spirits are watching is the use of the pre-logic world.

Is it possible for these two dimensions with different characteristics to coexist?
Gyeongminpyeon is talking about them simultaneously without any hesitation. This shows that
the two dimensions did not collide with each other in the mind of Gyeongminpyeon's author.
Recognizing two different worlds at the same time would have been common imagery to his
contemporaries. The sky and the spirits were beings who always exist next to them with
eyes and ears, so they were scary beings who gave them both disaster and blessing by
looking at both their good and bad deeds.

In the chapter of Homicide, the punishment regulations mentions murder in several types.
They are plotted murder, curse murder, murder by poison, murder by venomous insects or
snakes, and murder by luring into dangerous places. These murders are intentionally carried
out and are different from unpremeditated or injury killing. The nature of these murders is
extremely bad. In that sense, the level of punishment is also extreme. You can see that the
murderer was beheaded or hanged in any case.
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The various forms of murder mentioned in Gyeongminpyeon are closely related to the
official judgment of state power based on facts. The state had to make a rigorous
investigation into the facts and deal with the series of events relevant to a murder case
based on them. It was the provincial leader, Suryeong, who was responsible for this on the
forefront of the province. He handled all civil and criminal legal cases. When a murder
occurred, the leader could not relax for a moment until the case was solved.

Once the case was filed, the leader preserved the crime scene to identify the suspect,
while examining the body and filling out a death report. The postmortem examination was
also called geomheom, and it was done through examination of the body in its original form.
After examining all the facts that may be of reference, a death report was prepared in
geomsijangsik (body examination form).

The procedures related to the postmortem examination followed Shinju-muwonrok (Newly
Annotated Wuyualu) published in King Sejong's reign. This book is a revised edition of
Wuyuanlu created by Wang Yu, of the Yuan Dynasty in China, and it was very useful in
handling murder cases because it clearly organizes the laws and points to note from the
occurrence of a murder case to the solution of it.

Later, in the period of King Yeongjo and Jeongjo, it was revised and expanded as
Jeungsu-muwonrok (Revised and Enlarged Wuyuanlu), and this edition was then explained in
Hangeul and published under the title of the Vernacular Edition of Jeungsu-muwonrok.

The most important issue in the post-mortem examination was to determine whether the
death was caused by suicide, or murder, and if it was murder, you have to determine again
whether the body was beaten, stabbed, strangled, or poisoned to death. In addition, the
existence of witnesses and the environment surrounding the body were also matters to be
checked and filed.
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How long it had been since the person died was also a matter to be discovered. The
various types of murder mentioned in Gyeongminpyeon could only be confirmed after a
thorough investigation, and it was the wisdom of books such as Shinju-muwonrok that was
useful in doing this.

So, that's it for reading Gyeongminpyeon. Gyeongminpyeon was made in the hope that
local residents would live away from the crime and deviance. To this end, Kim Jeong-guk, the
compiler of Gyeongminpyeon, thought it was important for local residents to learn and
understand, first, why they should not commit crimes. Having the legal knowledge was
secondary here.

This idea of putting edification at the root and legal punishment at the end was in line
with the Joseon politicians' intention to run the state based on Confucian political theory.
Joseon's politicians thought that this was the power to keep the country stable and
long-lasting. This is why Gyeongminpyeon, compiled in the early 16th century, had been used
until the end of the 19th century.

Joseon advocated governance based on Confucianism, and the people who lived in it
became Confucian over a long period of time. Gyeongminpyeon tells us some of those
historical process today. This brings us to the end of the lecture on Gyeongminpyeon. Thank

you.
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