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5 What Kind of Book is Yeonbyeongjinam?

5-1 What Kind of Book is Yeonbyeongjinam?

Hello, students. I'm Roh Young-Koo, one of the lecturers in this course titled <Revisiting
Korean Classics>, and I'm going to give you a lecture about Yeonbyeongjinam (Guide to
Military Drill). This is the fifth lecture of this course, and we'll talk about “What kind of book
is Yeonbyeongjinam?” Yeonbyeongjinam is a material that has not been known to the general
public until now, but in Korean linguistics, it has attracted attention early on as a material
with Korean notation of the early 17th century, because there is a vernacular edition of this
book. But it is basically a book on strategy, from the early 17th century, and is not very
simple.

In this class, | would like to give you the bibliographic introduction of this book, and talk
about the background of the publication, the format, and the outline of this mid-Joseon
military book, and then introduce the author, Han Gyo.

Finally, | will briefly mention the value of this book as a research material, and through
this, | will examine the international circumstances around Joseon in the 17th century and its
response in terms of military science. And in the next class, we'll read some important parts
of this book and look at the details to get a glimpse of Joseon's military science. Most of
you have probably never heard of Yeonbyeongjinam unless you are studying the history of
the mid-Joseon period. Yeonbyeongjinam is a military training book written in 1612, the 4th
year of Gwanghaegun's reign, by Han Gyo, a military scholar also known as a

neo-Confucianist. It was first introduced to academia not as a material related to military
history. Surprisingly, Korean linguists first started to recognize its value. Because this book
has both texts in Literary Chinese and Korean translations in Hangeul, they used it as
material to study the Korean language in the early 17th century.
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The significance of this book as a source of military history in the early 17th century
began to be noticed in early 2000, when | published a paper that introduces this book's
format and details in the journal Literature and Interpretation No. 14. Since then, | have had
the opportunity to publish an annotated and translated version of Yeonbyeongjinam as one of
the Revisiting Our Classic Series, organized by the Kyujanggak Institute for Korean Studies of
Seoul National University, and now we can read the whole content of this book with ease.

Next class, we will explore the life and writings of Han Gyo.
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5-2 The Life and Writings of Han Gyo

This time, let's take a look at the life and writings of Han Gyo, the author of
Yeonbyeongjinam.

Han Gyo was a military scholar in the mid-Joseon period, who was very unusual and
special. Although he was a Neo-Confucian scholar who studied under Yulgok Yi | and Ugye
Seong Hon, he joined Hullyeondogam (the Military Training Command) in the wake of the
Japanese Invasion of Korea in 1592, and compiled various new military books including
Yeonbyeongjinam. He is now noted as a contributor to laying the foundation for military
science in the late Joseon Dynasty. His courtesy name is Sa-ang, his pen name is Dongdam,
and the clan is from Cheongju.

Han Gyo was born on November 30, 1556, the 11th year of King Myeongjong's reign, as
the fifth-generation descendant of Han Myeong-hoe, a famous figure in the early Joseon
Dynasty. His father was an illegitimate son, and this inherent disadvantage as an offspring of
illegitimate child became an ordeal in his life, but at the same time, it made him more
flexible in accessing various fields of study than other Neo-Confucianists.

Han Gyo stood out early in his childhood for his outstanding qualities, and he learned
Neo-Confucianism from Yulgok Yi | and Ugye Seong Hon as he grew older. In the early days
of his studies, he was Yi I's student.

However, when he claimed that only gi issues, Seong Hon, who was a friend of Yi |,
disagreed with him and supported Yi Hwang's claim that li also issues, and contended that
both li and gi issue simultaneously.

In the midst of six years of debate between Seong Hon and Yi I, Han Gyo supported
Seong Hon, and joined Jo Heon, Hwang Shin, Yi Gwi, and Jeong Yeop to study under Seong
Hon. He became a member of the school of Seong Hon along with Oh Yun-gyeom, Choe
Giﬁ'am and An Bangjun, who had been under Seong Hon.
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This led to Han Gyo's connection with Yi Gwi and Choe Ginam as he published military
books and participated in the Injo coup after the Japanese Invasion in 1592. It seems that
his understanding of the study of ritual deepened as his knowledge of Neo-Confucianism
increased under Yi | and Seong Hon.

This is reflected in his writing of Garyeboju (Useful Explanation of Family Ritual), although it
is not existent. He wrote many other books related to Neo-Confucianism, such as
Hongbeomyeonui, Sachildo Sulbyeonui, Sohaksokpyeon, and Shim-uigo, but unfortunately, they
are not existent now, either. In addition to Neo-Confucianism, Han Gyo read through books of
various fields and was well-versed in astronomy, geography, divination, and military science.

In April 1592, when the Japanese Invasion occurred, Han Gyo gathered hyangbyeong, that
is, righteous army, fought against Japan and distinguished himself in several battles, and for
this, he was appointed as chambong (the ninth junior rank official) in Sajaegam (Provisions
Agency). The following year, when the Japanese military retreated from Hanseong, Yu
Seong-ryong, who was in charge of coping with the war as the Chief State Councilor,
praised the ability of Han Gyo, who was conversant with books on military tactics, and
appointed him as nangcheong (staff officer) of Hullyeondogam, a newly established military
camp.

In early January of that year, in the Battle of Pyongyang Castle, the Ming army won a big
victory using a new tactic, the Zhejiang Tactics. In this battle, the Ming army used various
artillery and fire arrows called hwajeon to get ahead of the Japanese army from a long
distance, and effectively responded to the Japanese military's specialty, the close-range
combat, by intensively operating military forces with new close combat weapons such as

shields, ranseurs, langxians, and long spears.
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Seeing that this tactic, known as the Zhejiang Tactics, was effective in defeating the
Japanese army, Joseon wanted to learn it. In particular, after hearing that this tactic was in
Jixiao Xinshu, New Text of Practical Tactics, by Qi Jiguang, a general of the Ming Dynasty,
Joseon tried to obtain the book Jixiao Xinshu is a military book containing the tactics
devised by Qi Jiguang to subjugate the Japanese raiders who invaded Zhejiang and Fujian,
the southern regions of Ming.

Considering the narrow roads and many wetlands in this area, Qi Jiguang equipped with a
large number of lightweight artillery including crouching tiger cannon, and personal firearms
such as muskets to overpower the Japanese, and introduced new weapons for close combat
such as langxians, ranseurs, shields, and long spears to confront the excellent swordsmanship
of the Japanese. In addition to strong firepower through various artillery, the Ming army
made collaborated attack on the Japanese army in ‘dae’a basic combat unit of 10 soldiers.
With this tactic, the Ming army successfully defeated the Japanese.

During the Japanese Invasion, Joseon acquired various editions of Jixiao Xinshu through
various routes such as military camps and envoys, and tried to organize and train the Joseon
army according to the book immediately. As part of this, Yu Seong-ryong had Han Gyo
interpret the book. When the Zhejiang Tactics became accessible through this effort, he
created Hullyeondogam (Military Training Command) in the autumn of 1593 as a new military
camp to spread the tactic.

Hullyeondogam consisted of posu (musketeers), sasu (archers), and salsu (assault soldiers)
for close combat. Joseon was traditionally excellent at archery, and it was not hard to train
musketeers if they could practice volleys. However, assault soldiers were made up of soldiers
with shields, langxians, long spears, and ranseurs, introduced for the first time in Jixiao
Xinshu, and their operation was not known. Therefore, in order to fully train them for the
Zhejiang Tactics, they had to learn the skills of those weapons.
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To solve this problem and train assault soldiers for close combat, by the order of King
Seonjo, Han Gyo put together the training method based on Jixiao Xinshu, asking around the
generals of the Ming military camps if there were difficult points to understand. And based
on this, he also started compiling practical martial arts books to spread the skills of assault
soldiers.

Shortly after the establishment of Hullyeondogam and the beginning of full-scale military
training, Han Gyo suffered the successive deaths of his parents. However, at the time when
various types of military books were urgently needed to train soldiers, they could not allow
Han Gyo to mourn for three years. King Seonjo ordered gibok, a system that made officials
who took leave of absence to mourn for their families do their duties, to proceed with the
compilation of related military books such as martial arts books.

Compiled through this process, Gihyoshinseojeolyo (the Summary of Jixiao Xinshu),
Muyejebo (Martial Arts lllustrations), and Joryeondosik (Training Diagrams) are the definitive
outcome of his study on military books. The Summary of Jixiao Xinshu summarizes the
original theory of military science among the contents of Jixiao Xinshu, and Training
Diagrams summarizes the training procedures of lJixiao Xinshu, which became the basis for
the most important military training book, Byeonghakjinam (A Guide to Military Science), of
the late Joseon Dynasty. Martial Arts lllustration is the first martial arts-related military book
in Korea, which summarizes the six martial arts required for the Zhejiang Tactics: cudgels,
shields, langxians, long spears, ranseurs, and long swords. This book, with descriptions of the
continuous movements of martial arts in more detail than Jixiao Xinshu, shows Han Gyo's
profound understanding of military books. This book is also noteworthy because it served as
a prototype of Muyedobotongji (Comprehensive lllustrated Manual of Martial Arts), which was
later compiled during the reign of King Jeongjo. When major military books such as The
Summary of Jixiao Xinshu were completed, Han Gyo immediately went down to Toechon in
Gwangju, Gyeonggi-do, and spent his time to mourn for his parents that he had not been
able to do. After completing his mourning period, he was ordained as the northern jubu
(keeper of records) of Hanseong City Administration, and in the fall of 1600, the 33rd year
of C‘King Seonjo's reign, he was ordained as pan-gwan (assistant prefect) of Gunjagam (Military

Provisions Agency), but was not appointed due to objections from Daegan (Censorate).
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Later, he was appointed as an instructor of the Hullyeondogam and a training officer of
Dochebu (Office of the Supreme Commander), and for about 10 years, he went in and out of
the northwestern region of the northern periphery. In the early 17th century, Han Gyo went
in and out of the northwestern region because of the volatile political situation there at that
time.

Around the Japanese Invasion, Joseon faced the threat of the new rising Jianzhou Jurchens
of Nurhaci in southern Manchuria. Jianzhou Jurchens, who expanded their power to the
midstream of the Yalu River before the Japanese Invasion, defeated the four tribes of Hulun,
an alliance of Haixi Jurchens established in 1593, and expanded their power to Mt. Baekdu
and the Tumen River. As the threat of Jianzhou Jurchens increased, some of the forces that
lost to them advanced to the Tumen River basin and looted the so-called Hunho, Jurchens
that belonged to Joseon, which pressured Joseon a lot.

Han Gyo argued that it was urgent to develop new tactics to stop the Jurchens in order
to effectively subdue the newly emerging Jurchen cavalry. He paid attention to the combat
wagon tactics presented in another military book by Qi Jiguang, Lianbing Shiji (Record of
Military Training). Lianbing Shiji is a military book that introduces the tactics using combat
wagons, designed to confront Mongolia in the north after Qi Jiguang defeated the Japanese
in the south. The tactic of this book is to install shields around the cart when enemy cavalry
appears, with 128 combat wagons equipped with two breech-loading swivel guns, which was
the new breech-loading type cannon, placed on the outskirts of the square, and cavalry and
infantry getting ready in it.

So when the enemy's cavalry attack is weakened by gunfire, the cavalry and infantry can
charge and attack the enemy. Han Gyo actively insisted on applying new tactics other than
Zhejiang Tactics to the Joseon army to cope with Jurchen cavalry in the north.
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He actually built combat wagons and tested them in Pyeongan-do, devised a strategy for
combat wagon operation suitable for Joseon, and compiled Yeonbyeongjinam with the results
in 1612, the 4th year of Gwanghaegun's reign. However, this tactic was not adopted in the
end, due to many objections that it was not suitable to operate combat wagons in
mountainous Joseon, but it played as a pioneering role in many discussions on the operation
of combat wagons in Joseon.

Not long after the book was compiled, in 1613, the 5th year of Gwanghaegun's reign,
Gyechuk Oksa (Treason Case of 1613) occurred, and Han Gyo, one of Seoin (Westerners),
was exiled to Suncheon, Jeolla-do, under the false charge of writing the wrong name for his
father on the civil service examination.

Gyechuk Oksa is an incident in which Yi Icheom of the Greater Northern faction fabricated
a false conspiracy, killing Prince Yeongchang, Seonjo's first-born, and Kim Jenam, the father
of Queen Inmok, and removing the forces that protected the Prince from the court. Han
Gyo was framed in this incident because he was a Westerner, very good at military science,
and a potentially dangerous person to Greater Northern faction. In a way, it was more or
less proactive.

Two years later, in 1615, the 7th year of Gwanghaegun's reign, Han Gyo was pardoned,
and was ordained as a training officer of Dochebu and a chief of staff of Dowonsu (Supreme

Field Commander). After that, he resigned from his government post after completing his
duty of the Magistrate of Goksan-bu, Hwanghae-do, and lived in seclusion at the foot of Mt
Acha near Hanseong. During this period, he and Vi Gwi thwarted the plot to abolish the
Queen led by Yi Icheom and others.
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At the time of Injo's coup in March 1623, he actively participated in the coup, along with
his colleagues including Yi Gwi and Choe Myeong-gil, and was appointed as cheomjeong (the
4th junior rank official) of Jangakwon (Royal Music Academy), and then appointed again as
the Magistrate of Goksan-gun in April. In October of that year, he was appointed as Lord of
Seowon, the third-highest Jeongsa Gongshin (meritorious retainer for correcting the nation),
for his contribution to Injo's coup, and the rank was raised to Tongjeong Daebu (the third
senior rank official).

The following year, when Yi Gwal's rebellion broke out in January 1624, Han Gyo
participated in the defense of the Imjin River as a deputy general of the Eoyeongsa
(Commander of Royal Guards) Yi Gwi, but failed to stop the rebels from moving south,
resigned, and fought as a commoner. But soon after, he was reinstated, for capturing the
Heung-an-gun, who had been crowned king by the rebels.

In November 1625, he was appointed as the Magistrate of Goseong-gun, Gangwon-do, but
after being dismissed and returning from his post the following year, he built a house near
Gwangnaru and stayed away from the court with an excuse of illness. As his illness
worsened, he filed an appeal to prepare for the invasion of the Later Jin in the Northeast,
but it was not adopted. He died at the age of 72 on the 12th of January, 1627, the 5th
year of King Injo's reign, not long after this appeal was filed.

He was posthumously granted the Minister of Hojo (Ministry of Taxation), the Chief of
Uigeumbu (State Tribunal), and the Lord of Cheongseong. Within a few days of his death, the
Later Jin invaded Joseon, and everyone admired his foresight.

The funeral was not properly held due to the chaos caused by the outbreak of the
invasion, but after the peace with Later Jin was signed and King Injo returned from the
refuge Ganghwa lIsland, or Gangdo, on May 8, the court sent officials to give a proper funeral

in Yeoju Cheonryeong-hyun.
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Except for military books such as the Summary of lJixiao Xinshu, most of the writings of
Han Gyo, were scattered shortly after his death, and only the titles are passed down. This
was because, due to his birth defects as a child of an illegitimate son, as well as his
inclusive academic attitude, which did not reject various fields and considered them pertinent
to governing the world urgently, his writings about Neo-Confucianism were rejected by other
scholars.

His collection of writings, Dongdamijip, was also published posthumously and the name of
the book was recorded in Jeungbomunheonbigo (Revised Compenduim of Documents) vol.
249, Yemungo, which was compiled at the end of the Joseon Dynasty, so it is certain that
it remained until the early 20th century. However, it is regrettable that fully grasping the
true nature of his life and thoughts is difficult as Dongdamjip has not been identified in the
libraries of major universities until today.

This class, we looked at the life and writings of Han Gyo, the author of Yeonbyeongjinam.

Next class, we will look at the background of the publication of Yeonbyeongjinam.
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5-3 Background of the Publication of Yeonbyeongjinam

In the last class, we looked at the life of Han Gyo, the author of Yeonbyeongjinam, and his
major writings. This time, let's take a look at the background of the publication of
Yeonbyeongjinam.

As | briefly mentioned in the last lecture, the unusual trend of northern Jurchens after the
Japanese Invasion of Korea in 1592, and Joseon's response to this, are the main background
of this book's publication. At the end of 1598, after the Battle of Noryang, Japanese troops
withdrew from Joseon and the Invasion was over. However, Jianzhou Jurchens' military
activities in the upper-middle Yalu River area became more active and influenced the area
beyond Mt. Baekdu and the upper Tumen River to the lower Tumen River area.

Jianzhou Jurchens formed a significant force before the Japanese Invasion, but as a large
number of Ming troops were dispatched to Joseon during the War, Ming's influence over
Manchuria weakened, and the Jurchens entered the upper reaches of Mt. Baekdu and the
Tumen River. As Jianzhou Jurchens crossed the upper middle Yalu River and advanced to the
Tumen River area, Joseon had to face them on a very wide front.

Jianzhou Jurchens went on to launch a full-scale attack on various tribes of Haixi Jurchens,
who were located in inland Manchuria, and advanced to the lower reaches of the Tumen
River. As such, in the early 17th century, most of the Jurchens came under Nurhaci's control.
As a result, Jianzhou Jurchens became a very serious threat to Joseon, and a tactic was
required to effectively defend the outstanding Jurchen cavalry in the field.

In the early days of Gwanghaegun's reign, several defense tactics emerged in preparation

for the invasion of Jurchens, which can be summarized in several ways. One of the most
representative examples is the defense strategy of avoiding direct combat with
cavalry-dominated Jurchens on the plains and building fortresses on key points instead,
where various artillery pieces are equipped.
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It was in accordance with this defense strategy that the existing Jochong-cheong, the
musket manufacturing office, was expanded and renamed as Hwagidogam, where they
produced various firearms, and the defense installation in the north was renovated in 1614,
the 7th year of Gwanghaegun's reign.

In addition to the passive tactics of responding with artillery in the fortress, another option
was to consider fighting in the field with mass-produced combat wagons, which were the
carts for the battle to stop cavalry from charging and responding with new tactics using
them. In the early 17th century, Han Gyo was the main figure who actively insisted on using
tactics of combat wagon operation and suggested specific tactics.

The rise of these two different defense strategies was largely attributed to differences in
defense policy between the factions at the time. The Northerners, who valued internal
governance and wanted to respond more flexibly to the international situation, focused on
defensive defense from fortresses using artillery, so they insisted on building fortresses and
making artillery and muskets.

On the other hand, the Westerners, who held a strong stance against the Jurchens, were
actively considering the situation of responding to them in cooperation with the Ming, so
they had to assume a battle in Manchuria. In this case, they had to consider new tactics,
military system and weapons appropriate for fighting on the plains.

Here, the necessity of tactics centered around combat wagons and cavalry, suitable for
combat on the plains emerged. The compilation and publication of Yeonbyeongjinam, written
by Han Gyo, was one of the ways reflecting the Westerners' defense strategy.
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The tactics using combat wagon operation were not considered only by the Westerners.
Han Hyosun, a Northerner who served as the Second State Councilor of Gwanghaegun, also
argued in the fall of 1603, the 36th year of King Seonjo's reign, that Jurchens admired
rushing in the plains, so it would be difficult to defend without combat wagons. He also
proposed a tactic to make combat wagons, gun carriages, and ballista carriages, using small
and light carts of double or single wheels, and stop cavalry by shooting various firearms such
as crouching tiger cannons.

Until 1613, the fifth year of Gwanghaegun's reign, the two defense strategies against Later
Jin had made a tense confrontation, and the so-called Gyechukoksa, which the Greater
Northern faction brought about to eliminate Prince Yeongchang and Westerners, the opposing
party, triggered the rapid fall of the Westerners, which changed the situation a lot.

As | said last time, in the midst of the fall of the Westerners due to Gyechukoksa, Han
Gyo also lost power and was exiled. The discussion of tactics using combat wagons, as well
as attention to Yeonbyeongjinam rapidly declined.

Instead, Joseon produced and improved various types of firearms such as muskets, hand
cannon, and breech-loading swivel guns, and concentrated on the construction of fortresses
on the main pathways. This defensive defense strategy later led to the crushing defeat at
the Qing Invasion, but it was difficult to use an active and aggressive military strategy in the
late Joseon Dynasty when the gap beween the military powers of Joseon and Qing was huge.
In addition, Joseon's excellent ability to operate muskets and artillery made it easier to adopt
a defensive strategy.

Therefore, the defensive military strategy using fortresses and firearms continued during
the late Joseon Dynasty, making it difficult for Yeonbyeongjinam to become the mainstream
of Joseon's military science. Because of this, the book was not widely known to the public.

In this session, we briefly looked at the background of the publication of Yeonbyeongjinam.
Next time, we will look at the format, contents, and academic significance of
Yeonbyeongjinam.
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5-4 The Formant, Contents, and Academic Significance of Yeonbyeongjinam

Last time, we looked at the background of the publication of Yeonbyeongjinam. In this
session, we will look at the format and contents of Yeonbyeongjinam, and its academic
significance. Yeonbyeongjinam is a book with just one volume, and the text is written in
Chinese characters, followed by vernacular annotations. The table of contents is largely
divided into four parts: Geogibodaeogyusic (the Basic Formation), Geogibohapjosojeolmok
(Small-scale Combined Training), Geogibodaejojeolmok (Large-scale Combined Training), and
Byeong-geoje (the Structure of combat wagons).

The Basic Formation details the role of geojeong, who commands a combat wagon squad
and the organization of dae (squad) consisting of 12 soldiers, including musketeers, assault
soldiers, archers, and cavalrymen. And it elaborates on the positions of each group of
soldiers surrounding the combat wagon in a formation, their specific roles and movements in
a combat. It also shows how to organize geo (combat wagon corps) with one gi (platoon),
equivalent to three dae, or with only one dae, and how they should fight with it.

For example, a geojeong, who leads a combat wagon squad, is responsible for the
command of the combat wagon going forward and back, And if a gi is organized for one
combat wagon, gichong, the platoon commander, becomes the geojeong, and if a dae is
organized for one combat wagon, deachong, the squad commander, becomes the geojeong.
Deachong is called deajang (a squad captain) in documents such as Jixiao Xinshu.

In other words, a geojeong is the commander of a combat wagon and soldiers belong to it,
so when a combat wagon and 36 soldiers, or three dae, form a gi, the gichong becomes the
geojeong, and when a combat wagon and 12 soldiers form a dae, the daechong becomes
the geojeong. So, a combat wagon and a squad or a combat wagon and a platoon assemble

to form a battle unit.
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Gi and dae are concepts that come from Qi Jiguang's idea of military organization,
presented in Jixiao Xinshu and Lianbing Shiji, and one dae (squad) consists of 12 people,
including a commander, 10 soldiers, and a cook and porter soldier called hwabyeong, and one
gi (platoon) is made up of three dae.

Dae is the smallest unit of combat made up of musketeers, assault soldiers, archers, and
cavalrymen, and the archer squad is particularly noticeable among them. Archer squad is not
mentioned in the main references used to write this book, such as Jixiao Xinshu and
Lianbing Shiji.

Archery was a traditional strong point of Joseon, and the inclusion of the archer squad
shows that the author wrote this book while considering the so-called samsubyeong (three
combat forces) system of archers, assault soldiers, and musketeers in Hullyeondogam,
installed during the Japanese Invasion.

Sogogun, the local military forces newly organized during the Imjin War, was also organized
in samsubyeong system, so Yeonbyeongjinam was in line with the military situation of the
time, and was ready to be used if only combat wagons were built. | will talk about the
details of each battle force in the next class.

While the Basic Formation shows the organization of each combat wagon and squad and
their battle forms, Small-scale Combined Training describes the procedure of combined
training, which integrates combat wagons, cavalry, and infantry.

Combined training begins with three types of soldiers lined up on horseback with weapons
to receive orders. Then, jung-gun (chief of staff), who was the general in charge of the
training, reports jujang (commander-in-chief) that he would start the training. He first sends
out dangbo-gun, scouts who go ahead of others and inform the enemy's approach, to look
at the enemy's movements, and places soldiers to hide and ambush the enemy in front of
and behind the main battalion.
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When the scouts stationed in the front send an alert for the approach of the enemy, the
soldiers prepare for battle, and start to fire muskets, hwajeon (fire arrows), and cannons
when the enemy come near the camp. Hwajeon is not just arrows with fire, but it is like a
small rocket that flies with its own propulsion with a propellant.

If the enemy approaches the combat wagon despite the firing of various firearms, soldiers
of each kind surrounding the combat wagon fight and defeat the enemy. The book describes
that the enemy may attack and be defeated again after their first defeat and the soldiers’
return to their original position.

After that, the army retreats to where it was first in line, and is drilled to cope with the
situation where the defeated enemy hides soldiers in forests, barley fields, or valleys to
ambush our soldiers. Finally, the meritorious soldiers are rewarded, and the sinful ones were
punished at the end of the training.

While the Small-scale Combined Training deals with the operation of small combat wagons,
cavalry, and infantry, the following Large-scale Combined Training introduces the procedure of
greater operation, a training of these soldiers on a large scale.

If a large-scale combined training is scheduled, a plaque to announce the training is hung
on the previous day, and on the day of the training, the soldiers go to the training ground
and line up. Combat wagons and artillery stand on the left and right sides of the ground,
the infantry are positioned next to the combat wagons, and the cavalrymen line up
horizontally on the left and right sides of jangdae, the reviewing stand, and wait for the
commander-in-chief to enter.

After the soldiers line up on the training ground and the commander-in-chief enters, all
commanders below jung-gun kneel down and greet him with courtesy. When the
commander-in-chief sits on jangdae, all commanders below jung-gun gather in front of the
commander-in-chief to receive the order. When the command is issued, the commanders
st%p down and deliver the command to their geojeong, focusing on what to keep in mind
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They then make the sitting soldiers rise to begin the training and take up weapons, and
the cavalrymen climb up the horses and prepare themselves for combat training. To begin
the training, flag bearers and drummers first line up, signaling with flags, and commanders of
combat wagons, cavalry, and infantry deliver the commands back to their subordinate units
simultaneously.

The march is in the order of cavalrymen, jung-gun, flags and drums, the cavalry with the
combat wagon soldiers and the combat wagons, and infantry. When the marching formation
arrives in the middle of the training ground, a fictional enemy ambush occurs from behind.

Then, chotammabyeong, the reconnaissance on horseback at the rear of the formation
waves a flag to inform them of the enemy ambush. Then, they drive combat wagons and
gun carriages, line them up in front of the enemies so that they cant rush in, and the
cavalrymen go behind the combat wagons and line up. After the lineup, ambushes are
prepared at the front and back of the camp so that they can surprise the enemy when they
come.

If the enemy continues to approach, the musketeers and archers get ready to fire in front
of the combat wagon, and if the enemy reaches within 100 steps from our camp, which was
approximately 120m, they fire the muskets and hand cannons on the signal of
Cheon-a-seong.

Cheon-a-seong is a long blow of bugle, which was used as a signal for each army to shout
in unison, or for the musketeers and archers to fire arrows in unison. Following muskets, all
the firearms such as hwajeon, crouching tiger cannons, and breech-loading swivel guns will
be fired at once.
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A crouching tiger cannon is one of the lightweight artillery pieces with a gun carriage
supporting the barrel, and the bottom part is nailed to secure both sides. It has such a
name because it looks like a tiger standing on its front legs. If the enemy continues to
advance despite the salvo fire and enters within 50 steps from camp, archers will go ahead
and shoot the arrows, and the shootings are done so quickly that they are like a kind of
barrage fire.

And when the enemy reaches the vicinity of the combat wagons even through the barrage
and arrows, the close combat soldiers such as paesu (shielders), dogonsu (spear-swordmen),
pasu (ranseurmen), and kwechangsu (cudgel-gunmen), stop or attack the enemy cavalry. The
cavalrymen in the camp are divided into left and right, running from the side of the enemy
and fighting in close combat.

Kwechang is a cudgel with a short matchlock attached to the front. After you first shoot
at the enemy, you can hit with the cudgel. When the infantry are in close combat with the
enemy, the cavalrymen run out and attack the enemy using their melee weapons such as
flails, long swords, guandaos, or double swords. When the cavalry charges and pushes the
enemy to where our ambush assault soldiers are waiting, they rush from the side and join
forces to attack the enemy.

After defeating the enemy in battle, soldiers back off dozens of steps and arranges the
formation by each branch of arms. Then, if the enemy attacks again on the way back from
the formation, they attack again in response to the enemy. And they pretend to withdraw
and lure the enemy to the place where the ambush assault soldiers are ready, the ambush
assault soldiers block the enemy, and the falsely retreating main force, turns around to
attack the enemy and defeats them. After that, they stand by for the enemy's next attack
for a while and return to the camp where they first started.
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Upon returning, they set up bangyeong, a square camp. The procedure is like this: First,
jung-gun suggests the installation of the square camp, and sends various flag bearers,
including obang-gisu (soldiers holding flags of five colors representing five cardinal directions),
to places with good terrain to set standards for inner and outer camps. Then they prepare
to build the camp by setting up obang-gi and gakgi (flags for positioning) at the front, back,
left and right ends of the inner and outer camps as well as the entrance door of the camp.

When it's ready to camp, the combat wagon soldiers build the outer camp, the infantry
stand next to the combat wagons, and the cavalry comes inside the outer camp and build
the inner camp. After making camps, the soldiers sit down and rest after the reconnaissance
and ambush assault soldiers are sent out to the front, back, left, and right of the camp.

Specific details of the combat of soldiers in each branch will be introduced in the next
session.

Now, when the soldiers are resting, the enemy ambush takes place at the front of the
square camp. First, the reconnaissance, who went out to the front, waves the yellow flag to
signal the ambush. With this alert, the commanders at the front deliver orders, and the
soldiers get ready for the battle. When the enemy reaches 100 steps in front of bangyeong,
they fire muskets, hand cannons, fire arrows, and cannons in a series according to the
signal.

When the enemy reaches the camp where the combat wagons located despite the firing of
various firearms, they engage in close combat as described earlier. After close combat, the
training continues in the same way as the front procedure, assuming that the enemy
appears one after another in the east, west, and north directions of the square camp as
well.
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After completing the training in each direction, they are given a situation that the enemy
forces are trying to attack the four sides simultaneously, and the reconnaissances from each
side warn them. Then jung-gun gives orders, and as | mentioned earlier, the soldiers fire
muskets, and so on, and when the enemies get closer, they fight in close combat and
defend the camp.

After defeating the enemy, they return to the camp and send out the so-called
chogeupbyeong (supply soldiers) to get firewood and water. The cavalrymen in the inner
camp then go out of the camp, water the horses and return in line following the signal.

After setting up the square camp and completing the training for each direction, the
official flag is set up, and the commanders of the platoons and squads are gathered to
receive orders, and then let soldiers take off their armor and rest. Then, soldiers stand up,
arrange the formation, and get ready to uncamp the bangyeong and retreat to the place
where they originally departed.

At the start signal, combat wagons and infantry march densely, followed by jung-gun, flags
and drums, and then the cavalrymen, marching back to the training ground where they first
started and line up.. After arriving at the training ground, the cavalrymen get off their horses
at the signal and line up on both sides.

When all the soldiers line up, jung-gun reports to the commander-in-chief that they have
completed the training and let the soldiers rest. Then, if they have time, the soldiers' various
martial arts will be tested. Mainly, martial arts are about the use of close combat weapons
such as long spears, ranseurs, langxians, shields, hook spears, and staffs.

After the martial arts test, the final procedure to end the training is carried out. Sujagi,
the flag symbolizing the commander-in-chief is lowered, which was set up on the training
ground, after which the commander-in-chief rides out of the training ground, and the soldiers

break up their formation and disband. This is the end of the large-scale combined training.
The last part of Yeonbyeongjinam is Jeonchaje, which shows the structure of the combat
WE&Eth, the core weapon presented in the book.
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For more detailed information on it, we will look at the text of Yeonbyeongjinam next
class, and for now, we will look at the general information of it. The combat wagon
introduced by Yeonbyeongjinam was originally designed by Jeong Junbung, a military officer
of King Seonjo's reign, adopted by Yu Hyeong, a bukbyeongsa (provincial military commander)
of Hamgyeong-do, and altered to compensate the defects found in the field operation.

Jeong Junbung was a man who appealed to King Seonjo in May 1603, when he was a jubu
(records keeper) of the Military Training Office, to prevent the enemy from charging by
creating a ‘Yun-geom Shield.” Nothing else is known about him except he was the third son
of Jeong Chu, a military officer.

Yun-geom Shield that Jeong Junbung mentioned means a wheeled cart with shields and
swords attached. Yu Hyeong made great contributions in major naval battles as an aide to Yi
Sun-sin, Naval Commander of the Three Provinces, during the Japanese Invasion. After the
war, he went through Naval Commander of Right Gyeongsang Province, and that of the
Three Provinces, and in 1607, he served as the magistrate of Hoeryeong as well as a
bukbyeongsa, improving the combat wagon designed by Jeong Junbung. Han Gyo adopted the
combat wagon system improved by Yu Hyeong and included it in Yeonbyeongjinam. The
combat wagons selected in Yeonbyeongjinam are equipped with shields on the left and right
sides and spears to prevent enemy attacks. And when the soldiers make formations, it can
be utilized as a shield with the doors opened sideways.

However, unlike the combat wagons presented in Qi Jiguang's Lianbing Shiji, which was
used a lot when compiling Yeonbyeongjinam, there seems to be no way to use a combat
wagon to make a bold charge or shoot cannons while moving the combat wagon presented
in this book. This means that the book has somewhat passive and defensive tactical system

compared to Lianbing Shiji.
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The political situation in the north in 1603, when Jeong Junbung first developed the
combat wagon, was quite harsh. Not only did the Jianzhou Jurchens of Nurchaci expand to
the lower reaches of the Tumen River, but the Jurchens around the Tumen River area also
expanded, attacking three Beonho Vvillages in Jongseong in August, and inducing their
surrender.

Beonho is Jurchens subjugated to Joseon, who lived across the Tumen River, where 6 jin
(military encampment) were located. They were the fences around the border of Joseon by
warning other hostile Jurchens' invasion or defeating them. Their subjugation to other
Jurchens means that Joseon's northern defense system weakened.

The Jurchens then attacked Donggwan, the Joseon military camp of Jongseong-gun,
Hamgyeong-do, and continued to be aggressive. In this situation, another person was also
developing a combat wagon to stop the Jurchen cavalry like Jeong Junbung

As we saw earlier, Han Hyosun, the Chief Border Inspector in Hamgyeong-do, argued that it
was difficult to defend against Jurchens' charge without combat wagons, and proposed to
make combat wagons, gun carriages, and ballista carriages, utilizing small and light carts of
double or single wheels used by civilians at that time, instead of heavy carts used on the
periphery.

He also suggested a tactic of operating combat wagons with cavalry and infantry to make
the square formation, and shooting various firearms such as crouching tiger cannons, triple
barrel, single barrel, and bird-beak hand cannons, and fire lance launchers, along with
crossbows or catapults such as poisonous arrow shooters and bed crossbows.

The bird-beak hand cannon is a matchlock gun that is a kind of musket, used by the Ming
army. The triple barrel hand cannon is a portable rifle with a short handle and three barrels
attached to it, and it was often used by cavalry because it could be fired one after another.
However, due to its short barrel and weak penetration, it was widely used for signaling in
th% late Joseon Dynasty.
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As the crisis in the north escalated, Hullyeongdogam, the Military Training Command, which
was established to introduce and distribute the Zhejiang Tactics to respond to the Japanese
military during the Japanese Invasion, was gradually strengthened and became important as a
military camp to defend Hanseong. In order to cope with the crisis in the north, Joseon
actively considered introducing combat wagon-oriented military organization and tactics based
on the Lianbing Shiji in addition to the Zhejiang Tactics, with Hullyeondogam at its center.

In December 1604 the 37th year of King Seonjo's reign, it was suggested and approved by
King Seonjo that the southern four provinces of Gyeonggi, Chungcheong, Jeolla, and
Gyeongsang, teach the Zhejiang Tactics in the Jixiao Xinshu, and the northern provinces of
Gangwon, Hwanghae, Pyeongan, and Hamgyeong teach the tactics of Lianbing Shiji, that is,
tactics using combat wagons.

In addition, Hullyeondogam had Han Gyo compile the rules for training combat wagons,
cavalry, and infantry. And he prepared unified training method and tactics suitable for the
situation of Joseon, based on Lianbing Shiji. These efforts were later embodied in the
publication of Yeonbyeongjinam by Han Gyo. There is one military book to look at regarding
Yeonbyeongjinam. | wonder if you've heard the name of this book, but it's
Muyejebobeonyeoksokjip (Supplemented Annotation of Muyejebo).

Last time, | briefly talked about the compilation and publication of the first martial arts
book in Korean history, Muyejebo (Martial Arts lllustrations), which summarizes the six martial
arts required for the Zhejiang Tactics. After the publication of the Muyejebo, in addition to
these six martial arts, various martial arts using melee weapons for close combat were
introduced in Joseon.

Therefore, it was necessary to summarize these martial arts for close combat. In particular,
new skills were required to prevent cavalry from charging, as well as skills for cavalry,

following the introduction of Lianbing Shiji. This is well represented in Yeonbyeongjinam.
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As we saw earlier, the assault soldier squads of Yeonbyeongjinam were composed of
shielders, langxianmen, spear-swordmen, and ranseurmen as their main duties were to
prevent enemy cavalry from charging around the combat wagon. The shielders, langxianmen,
and ranseurmen were already organized in the assault soldier squads of the Zhejiang Tactics,
but spear-swordmen appeared for the first time in this book.

A spear-swordman is a soldier with hyeopdogon, a kind of spear with 90~120 centimeters
of blade inserted into a 2-meter shaft, which was a weapon mainly used by infantry against
cavalry. Therefore, it was necessary to organize spear-swordmen's martial arts training.

In addition, Yeonbyeongjinam organizes cavalrymen to make organic movements with the
combat wagon units, who are equipped with various types of melee weapons such as flails,
long swords, double swords, hook spears, and guandaos. The flail is a form of long and short
clubs connected with chains, similar to the flails used for harvesting, which is a convenient
weapon for hitting enemies.

Cavalrymen in the late Joseon Dynasty used this a lot when they charged and fought in
close combats. The double sword is blades in both hands. A hook spear is a kind of spear
with spines on the left and right sides of the blade, and used by infantry to pull down
cavalry on horseback. A guandao is a weapon with a single blade on a long handle, which is
widely known as the Green Dragon Crescent Blade of Guan Yu, and is bent like a half-moon,
so it was also called eonwoldo, meaning ‘half-moon blade.’

It is worth noting that flails, double swords, guandaos, and hook spears are melee weapons
that are not included in Muyejebo. The existence of these melee weapons was known to
some extent, but they were not used in Joseon until the Japanese Invasion. In addition to
the martial arts of Muyejebo, a book summarizing these newly introduced martial arts was

required to train the soldiers. It was necessary to publish a supplementary volume of
Muyejebo, and the result was the Supplemented Annotation of Muyejebo. Until the
mid-1990s, only the book's title was known, and its actual existence was unknown.
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The book was introduced to academia in the late 1990s, when it was found in the library
of Keimyung University in Daegu, and a photoprint was published. This book contains
information on martial arts such as Daegwon (martial art with bare hands), and skills for the
guandao, hook spear, Japanese sword, spear-sword, and the Green Dragon Crescent Blade,
which were omitted from Muyejebo, as well as information on Japan. With the publication of
Supplemented Annotation of Muyejebo, the tactics of Yeonbyeongjinam could be realized in
detail.

The link between the compilations of the two books is apparent because the preface of
Supplemented Annotation of Muyejebo was written by Choe Ginam, a fellow scholar of Han
Gyo. However, after the Northerners' seizure of power in the middle of King Gwanghaegun's
reign, the active battle in the field became relatively less significant due to the adoption of
defense strategies, and the tactics of Yeonbyeongjinnam were not adopted.

Naturally, the need for various martial arts using melee weapons in Supplemented
Annotation of Muyejebo also decreased. Muyejebo was published several times because it was
widely used in military exercises such as assault soldiers of Hullyeondogam in the late Joseon
Dynasty, but Supplemented Annotation of Muyejebo has only recently come to light because
of this situation.

As we've seen so far, Yeonbyeongjinam was not adopted as the main tactical system of

the Joseon army after the compilation during King Gwanghaegun's reign due to Joseon's
passive military strategy that emphasized defense in the fortress. Even after being unilaterally
defeated by Qing's military forces in the second Manchu Invasion in 1634, Joseon maintained
its passive defense strategy due to the military gap with the Qing Dynasty. Therefore, it was
difficult to adopt the tactics of Yeonbyeongjinam, which encourages to make formations
around combat wagons and fight in the field using various artillery and melee weapons.
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But the significance of this book in military history has not faded. Yeonbyeongjinam is the
first military book to comprehensively organize the combat wagon-centered tactics of
Lianbing Shiji, which was introduced from the Ming Dynasty after the Japanese Invasion of
Korea in 1592, and make it suitable for the situation of Joseon. It can be evaluated as
playing the role of basic data for relevant tactical development since the 17th century.

In addition, beyond the infantry centered tactics of Joseon, which resulted from the
introduction of Jixiao Xinshu and the Zhejiang Tactics during the Japanese Invasion, it
introduced tactics to simultaneously utilize combat wagons, cavalry, and infantry to cope with
the emerging threat of northern cavalry. Until the publication of a new comprehensive
military book, Byeonghaktong (Mastery of Military Study), in the late 18th century during the
reign of King Jeongjo, it helped to develop the tactics for cavalry and combat wagons a lot.

Therefore, this book played a pioneering role in the tactics integrating cavalry, infantry,
combat wagons and artillery in the late Joseon Dynasty. Along with the tactical and military
historical aspects, Yeonbyeongjinam also has significance as it shows Joseon's search for
tactics, while being threatened by the northern Jurchens in the 17th century.

Until now, most of the tactics of the late Joseon Dynasty have been reviewed mainly
through Byeonghakjinam (Guide to Military Science) or Byeonghaktong used in training in the
military camp, and it is true that the rest of the military books have not been explored
sufficiently. It is expected that the review of Yeonbyeongjinam will help to study specific and
microscopic military history in that it shows the reality of Joseon's military response to the
threat of the North in the 17th century.

Although many people were hesitant to adopt combat wagons due to the geographical
characteristics of mountainous Joseon, attempts to integrate archers, assault soldiers, and

cavalrymen with musketeers at the center continued. This can be confirmed by the expansion
of the number of cavalrymen from 200 to 500 in Hullyeondogam in 1634, the 12th year of
King Injo's reign, just before the Qing invasion. So you can imagine how important
Yegnbyeongjinam was in the military history of Joseon.
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In addition, this book is considered to be significant as an important Korean language
study material of the early 17th century because of its vernacular annotation. In Korean
language study, the annotation of this book is also of great help in the study of classical
Hangeul in that it contains Korean words that show the characteristics of dialects in
Hamheung, Hamgyeong-do during this period. There is still controversy in academia over the
fact that it partially reflects the notation of the Hamgyeong-do area.

So far, we have summarized the background of the publication of Yeonbyeongjinam, the
life of the author, Han Gyo, the overall contents of this book, and its value as academic
material. In the next lecture, | will introduce the main contents of Yeonbyeongjinam and
examine the types and operation methods of military signal flags of the late Joseon Dynasty
presented in the book.
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