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7 Understanding Han'gyeongjiryak

7-1 What Kind of Book Is Hangyeongjiryak?

Hello, students. I'm Jang Jiyeon, one of the lecturers of <Revisiting Korean Classics>, and
I'm going to give you a lecture about Han'gyeongjiryak (A Short Description of the Capital).
of the 19th century Hanyang, and its author, Yu Bon-ye, under the theme of ‘Understanding
Han'gyeongjiryak.’

Jiriji is a book that contains various information about an area. It is sometimes compiled by
the central government, which needs to understand the current status of the country, or by
individuals with interest and affection for their regions. Geography books compiled by the

those compiled by individuals are called sachanjiriji (personally compiled geography books).

Famous among the government-compiled geography books are the Geography Section of
the Annals of King Sejong and Dongguk Yeoji Seungram (Geographical Conspectus of the
Eastern Kingdom), which record information of each province and county in the country. Both
were compiled in the 15th century, when the foundation of the state was being laid down.
Among them, Dongguk Yeoji Seungram was republished in the 16th century during the King
Jungjong's reign, as Shinjeung Dongguk Yeoji Seungram (Augmented Survey of the
Geographical Conspectus of the Eastern Kingdom) after several revisions and additions.

In order to understand Han'gyeongjiryak, you must first look at Shinjeung Dongguk Yeoji

Seungram because the author was very conscious of this book.
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The Geography Section of the Annals of King Sejong, compiled in the 15th century, when
the framework of the state was beginning to shape, contains substantial information needed
for administration. It has information on the land area, number of households, and specialties
of each region, which are essential for collecting taxes. And then, after the middle of the
15th century, when some degree of governance was achieved, the focus of attention shifted.
They wanted to show that their kingdom had a wonderful civilization by including rich
humanistic information such as local history, famous people, and famous poems and writings.

The result of this effort is Shinjeung Dongguk Yeoji Seungram. From then on, it became
the representative book on Joseon national geography, and had the authority and role of a
canonical book. That's how voluminous and rich its content was.

However, by the late Joseon Dynasty, its limitations began to be revealed. This is because
the local situation changed over the years. In short, the information needed to be undated.
Not only did the number of households and land plots changed a lot, but the way of
collecting taxes also changed with the introduction of Daedongbeop (Uniform Land Tax Law),
so new informational basis had to be established. Therefore, in the 18th century, many
people suggested that a new national geography be compiled, and one of the efforts was
Yeojidoseo (lllustrated Records of Provinces), which was compiled during the reign of King
Yeongjo.

It contains more new information than before, but it does not cover all the counties and
prefectures across the country. So, King Jeongjo also tried to compile a new geography book
covering the whole country through Kyujanggak (Royal Archives). It was called
Haedongyeojitongjae (Geographical Encyclopedia of Korea), which was not completed and is
not present, either.

In the late Joseon Dynasty, there were many voices calling for the re-compilation of

national geography, and there were many individual geography books. Strangely, however,
there was no single geography dealing with Hanyang alone, the capital of Joseon, until the
19th century, when Yu Bon-ye wrote Han'gyeongjiryak.
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In that sense, this book has considerable significance as follows. First, it is a geography
book of the 19th century, containing contemporary information of Hanyang, thus updating
that of the 16th century. Second, it is a book full of personal view of Yu Bon-ye himself.
Third, the author comes from a family that had lived in Hanyang for generations, so that you
can find a lot of detailed information in the book. If you are curious about what Hanyang
was like in the late Joseon Dynasty in the 19th century before the opening of the port and
colonization, you must refer to this basic document.

Although it is such an important book, it was never published in woodblocks or letterpress
during the Joseon Dynasty. It was distributed only as manuscripts. Among the currently
known are four manuscripts in the Seoul Museum of History, Jon'gyeong'gak Library in
Sungkyunkwan University, Korea University Library, and Garam Archives of Kyujanggak
Institute for Korean Studies at Seoul National University.

In terms of format, the first one that stands out is the collection of the Seoul Museum of
History. Other books consist of two volumes in two books, but this one contains two
volumes in one book, and the handwriting and use of ink are different from other books.
The collection of Jon'gyeong'gak in Sungkyunkwan University seems to have been transcribed
with more care, using paper with double-lined borders on all four sides and upward
double-petal flower-patterned fishtail as the collating mark, while other books used plain

paper.

Both the collection of the Korea University Library and Garam Archives of Kyujanggak
Institute were transcribed by Song Sinyong, an antique book merchant. This person is often
referred to as the last chaekkoe (book dealer) of Joseon. Song Sinyong is such an important
figure that several researches have been conducted about his activities. He also wrote his
own annotation while transcribing Han'gyeongjiryak, and this annotation remains in the Garam

version donated by Garam Yi Byeonggi.
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This is the representative commentary by Song Sinyong, at the end of the preface of the
Garam version. The only thing that the book says about its author is his name,
‘Suheongeosa,’ so we cant conclude exactly who the author is just by reading the book.
Song Sinyong assumed that the author was Yi Jomuk, and briefly added a description of him
and wrote that he himself investigated it in Showa 11, that is, in 1936.

But you see that someone erased each letter of the annotation with a dot, don't you? The
letters were deleted by Garam Yi Byeonggi, the collector of this book, to point out that this
commentary was wrong. And then he wrote down the fact that the author of this book is
Yu Bon-ye, the son of Yeongjae Yu Deukgong. The Garam version is more fascinating
because it has these scribes and traces of collectors. This version became a photoprint by
the Seoul Historiography Institute in 1956 and was known and distributed early on.

Garam Yi Byeonggi served as a professor at Seoul National University as a Korean
literature scholar and sijo poet who had been imprisoned for the Korean Language Society
Incident. The famous song, Star, is a song made from his sijo (traditional Korean poetry). He
donated a vast collection of books he had obtained since his youth to Seoul National
University Library, which has been handed down as Garam Archives until now.

So far, we have briefly looked at the geography books of Joseon and different versions of
Han'gyeongjiryak. We learned that there were surprisingly few geography books dealing
exclusively with Hanyang, the capital of Joseon, and that's why this book, containing very
specific information of the 19th century Hanyang, has been attracting considerable attention.

Next time, we'll talk about the author of this book, Yu Bon-ye.
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7-2 What Kind of Person Was the Author, Yu Bon-ye?

Hello, students. In the last session, we looked at the position of Han'gyeongjiryak in the
history of geography books of Joseon. First, we learned that no single geography book was
exclusively about Hanyang after Shinjeung Dongguk Yeoji Seungram of the 16th century, and
only in the 19th century was Han'gyeongjiryak compiled.

We also took a glimpse on the four manuscripts currently present, and the characteristics
of each one. Based on this information, we will look at what kind of person the author Yu
Bon-ye was.

Yu Bon-ye's family clan is from Munhwa and his pen name is Suheon. He was born in
1777, the first year of King Jeongjo, as the second son between Yu Deukgong and Lady Yi
from Jeonju Yi clan. Yu Deukgong was one of the first four geomseogwan (editor-compilers)
of Kyujanggak, founded by King Jeongjo. The other three are Yi Deokmu, Bak Jega, and Seo
Isu.

Kyujanggak was originally a small office, which belonged to Jongbusi (Office of Royal
Genealogy) that published and kept the writings of previous kings, but King Jeongjo
expanded it after his accession to the throne to foster officials who could be the basis of
his politics and compiled several books, including llseongrok (Daily Records), through it.
Geomseogwan was a hands-on worker of Kyujanggak, and King Jeongjo especially hired
illegitimated descendants. There was no regular salary, but after a compilation or correction
was done, they received gifts from the king and were appointed as local officials after a
certain period.

Although the position was only a ninth rank in the miscellaneous post, it was considered
honorable in that whoever had the job was trusted by the king. When there was a vacancy,

the existing editor-compilers recommended candidates, and each member of Kyujanggak gave
a test to select one.
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Yu Deukgong and other clans of the editor-compilers were connected to one another by
marriage. For example, Yu Bonhak, the eldest son of Yu Deukgong, and the daughter of Bak
Jega, were married to those from the Yun Gagi's clan. Yu Bon-ye married a woman from the
family of Han Chiyun, who wrote Haedong Yeoksa (History of Ancient Korea).

Yu Deukgong lived in Gyeonghaeng-bang and got along with those who lived near Baektap,
today's Tapgol Park. Representative figures in that group are Hong Daeyong, Bak Jiwon, Yi
Deokmu, Bak Jega, Seong Daejung, and Yun Gagi, who are considered Bukhakpa (School of
Northern Learning). In particular, Yu Deukgong shared deep friendship with Bak Jiwon and Yi
Deokmu, writing poetry and prose together. Yu Deukgong and other editor-compilers at
Kyujanggak strengthened their relationship through marriage added to this network of
friendship.

Their connections, including marital relationships, are also reflected in the narrative of Han
gyeongjiryak. Most of the poems included in Shinjeung Dongguk Yeoji Seungram were omitted
in Han'gyeongjiryak, but poems by Yu Deukgong and Baj Jega are cited, as well as the
writings of Bak Jiwon, who had socialized with them a lot. All the editor-compilers except for
the earlier ones were hired by recommendation, so many relatives and scholars from these
families took over the position. Following their father, Yu Bon-ye and his older brother Yu
Bonhak also served as the editor-compiler, which was something that Yu Bon-ye was very
proud of.

Yu Bon-ye was born in 1777, the first year of King Jeongjo's reign, in Un-dong. This place
was also called Gyoseogwan-dong or Juja-dong, because the nickname of Gyoseogwan was
Ungwan. His father, Yu Deukgong, used a pen-name Go-undang after this place.

Garam Yi Byeonggi was able to infer that the author of Han'gyeongjiryak is Yu Bon-ye
based on the fact that the father's poem cited in the book was Yu Deukgong's work, that
the author said his family lived for a long time in Gyoseogwan-dong, and that his father's
pen name was Go-un. Gyoseogwan-dong is located in the southeast of Myeongdong Station

in Seoul.
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Yu Bon-ye got married in 1792, when he was 16 years old, and at the age of 20, he and
his brother took the selective examination of the editor-compiler with the recommendation of
Seo Isu and others. However, at this time, only his brother was appointed as an
editor-compiler in recognition of his father's contribution, and Yu Bon-ye failed the exam and
took the job of an assistant. He was officially appointed as an editor-compiler eight years
later, in 1804, the fourth year of King Sunjo.

In 1819, the 19th year of King Sunjo’'s reign, when he was forty-two, he lived away from
the capital, serving as the Chalbang (chief of post-station) of Sageun Station and the
Magistrate of Danseong in Gyeongsangnam-do for a short time, but later he served as an
editor-compiler again and died in 1842, the 8th year of King Heonjong.

It is no exaggeration to say that Yu Bon-ye was born a son of a Kyujanggak
editor-compiler and lived his life as one. He also took considerable pride in the fact that all
three of them, including his father, brother, and himself, served as the Kyujanggak
editor-compiler.

However, compared to this pride, there was not much he could accomplish himself. First,
the biggest problem was that his family was a descendant of Yu Jam, who had served as a
Minister in Gwanghaegun's reign. Since Yu Jam's granddaughter was Gwanghaegun's queen
consort, his family enjoyed considerable power during the reign of Gwanghaegun, but the
family collapsed due to Injo Coup and no distinguished person came out from the family
since then.

Moreover, Yu Bon-ye's family had limitations to go up for the government posts because
their great-great-grandfather and maternal great-grandfather were illegitimate sons. Although
the illegitimate descendants were allowed to take many government posts, like his father Yu
Deukgong, who was appointed as an editor-compiler as King Jeongjo enlarged Kyujanggak, in
the late 18th century, it was still impossible for them to enter a good government office or

become high-ranking officials.
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Moreover, during the reign of King Sunjo, when Yu Bon-ye was active, the institutional
function of Kyujanggak was reduced a lot, and so was its status. His pride in being from a
family that had lived in Seoul for generations and his regret over his status and time are
intricately expressed in Han'gyeongjiryak.

It is estimated that the book was written between 1830, the 30th year of King Sunjo and
1842, the 8th year of King Heonjong, when Yu Bon-ye died. The book is thought to be
written from 1830 primarily because the preface was written in 1830, but the text also
mentions repairing Gyeonghui Palace in 1831, and the dredging of the streams in 1833.

In addition, there are King's posthumous titles such as Sunjong and Sunjo, indicating that
the text was added after the death of King Sunjo. In particular, it was in the 8th year of
King Cheoljong's reign in 1857 that the title changed from Sunjong to Sunjo, so that part
seems to have been added after Yu Bon-ye's death.

The parts added before Yu Bon-ye died are almost the same regardless of the
manuscript's version, so it is assumed that the author himself added them. Considering this,
he finished his draft in 1830 and added or supplemented it whenever there was an issue
afterward. Even after his death, someone made some modifications or additions.

So far we've learned about Yu Bon-ye, the author of Han'gyeongjiryak. His family lived in
Seoul for generations, but he came from a family of an illegitimate son, which put many
restrictions on his career. Following his father, Yu Deukgong, and his brother, Yu Bonhak, he
was very proud to become a Kyujanggak editor-compiler, but as it was reduced during King
Sunjo’s reign, its status became not as high as it used to be.

In this session, we looked at Yu Bon-ye, the author of Han'gyeongjiryak. In the next

session, let's look at how his situation and thoughts were reflected in Han'gyeongjiryak.
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7-3 Self-consciousness of Yu Bon-ye Reflected in Han'gyeongjiryak

Hello, students. In the last session, we looked at Yu Bon-ye, the author of Han'gyeongjiryak.
This time, we will explore Yu Bon-ye's self-consciousness reflected in Han'gyeongjiryak.

Yu Bon-ye's family lived in Seoul for generations, but he was excluded from power early on
and had a limitation of being a descendant of an illegitimate son. In this lecture, we will
look at how his situation and thoughts were reflected in Han'gyeongjiryak, in three
categories: a man with limitations, a resident of the capital, and a man of nobility.

Yu Bon-ye's family interacted with prestigious families of the time since his father, Yu
Deukgong, served as an editor-compiler for Kyujanggak for many years. Yu Bon-ye, who
took great pride in the fact that the three men in his family served as editor-compilers,
showed off his detailed memories of Kyujanggak many times in Han'gyeongjiryak. Although
Kyujanggak during the time he worked was incomparable to what it had been when his
father had worked, it was still a place where the past glories were kept.

For example, Kyujanggak takes up many pages of this book. In the book, the description of
Kyujanggak is included in the section of ‘In-house Offices of Changdeokgung,” and the section
of ‘Changdeokgung Palace.” Kyujanggak is divided into three organizations: Naegak (main
library), Jigwon (office), and Oegak (Outer Library). Naegak is introduced in the section of
Changdeokgung Palace, and Jigwon, where officials worked, is introduced in the section of
In-house Offices of Changdeokgung. It is also in anseol, the commentary by the author
attached to Changdeokgung Palace. In this case, two-thirds of the content is related to
Kyujanggak.

In the section of In-house Offices of Changdeokgung, it accounts for the second largest
part of the description only after Seungjeongwon (Royal Secretariat), with elaborations on
how exceptionally King Jeongjo treated officials or editor-compilers of Kyujanggak. This
detailed description of Kyujanggak might have been a kind of self-consolation for his
mé{iﬁginalized status.

\
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Compared to the past glories he described, there was not much that could be achieved in
his time. In addition to the limitation of being a descendant of an illegitimate son, the power
was already concentrated in several meritorious families in Seoul, including Andong Gim clan,
and even a considerable number of the aristocrats had been alienated already.

Perhaps because of this, he wrote down famous tales related to success stories in several
parts of the book. Let me read two of them.

The Story of Shin Gwiwon, a Student from Yeongwol.

King Seongjong, while strolling in the back garden, composed a poem, and pasted it on the
pavilion pillar. ‘Green silk was cut to make willow trees of March, and red silk was cut out
to make flowers of February.” After three days, he came out again and rambled leisurely, and
found that someone added to his poem, saying, ‘If the nobles vied for this view, the bright
light would not reach the commoners’ dwellings.” The king was greatly surprised and asked
who wrote it, and heard that it was the work of Shin Gwi-won, a guard at the gate of the
back garden. When the king called him and asked, he said he was a student from Yeongwol
but failed in the civil service examination. The king soon ordered to give him a pass, and he
rose to the top of his career.

The Story of Yi Jigwang, a Descendant of Prince Yangnyeong

Once, Yi Jigwang, a descendant of Prince Yangnyeong and keeper of his shrine, was poor
and had no one to turn to. A physiognomist said, “If you cut down the old perch tree in
front of your family's shrine, you will soon succeed.” So he followed it. Later, King Yeongjo
was on the way to the Southern Tomb of Guan Yu and saw a shrine standing tall among
the houses in a distance. He asked what it was, and found out that it was a shrine
dedicated to Prince Yangnyeong. The king immediately called Yi Jigwang and made him take
over a government post and enlarge the shrine building. Because the shrine building was not

hidden by the old perch tree, it was able to be seen by the king's eyes. So far, people have
talked about it with envy.
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The story of Gu Jongjik at Gyeonghoeru Pavilion is similar. Gu Jongjik, a 15th-century
low-ranking government official who had just passed the civil service examination, happened
to meet the king while being on night duty at the palace, got the king's favor and was
promoted at once to a post several ranks higher. These stories tell the tales of those who
had been in a poor situation, but were promoted at once by the king's recognition and favor,
which are consumed as examples of being hired by one or two talents, or as a
representation of the wisdom and virtue of a monarch who recognizes such talents.

In fact, Vi Jigwang, a descendant of Prince Yangnyeong, was appointed during King
Yeongjo's reign, and Gu Jongjik was appointed during King Jeongjo's reign. Although these
episodes were quite based on the political intentions of King Yeongjo and King Jeongjo, who
pursued Tangpyeong (policy of impartiality), these were also stories that matched Yu Bon-ye's
own interests and concerns.

Meanwhile, Yu Bon-ye implied the idea that even illegitimate children can become
successors of the family. The following story about Yi Wan's old house in Daesa-dong is
included in the section of ‘Each Dong.’

Pear Tree in Yi Wan's Old House in Daesa-dong

Minister Yi Wan built a house in Daesa-dong, and 20 years after his death, Min Jongdo lived
here. There was a pear tree planted by Yi Wan himself in the garden, which never bore fruit
at all after the Mins came in and lived. But after the year of gapsul (the 11th year of the
sexagenary cycle), one of Yi Wan's descendants, who was an illegitimate son came in and
lived, and the tree began to have fruit again.

The story of the pear tree, which had not born fruit while other families lived in the
house, but started to bear fruit again after the descendant, although illegitimate, came in
and lived, reflects the idea that they could become proper descendants of a prestigious
family, even if they were illegitimate, doesn't it? His self-identification as a resident of the

capital was the direct motivation for Yu Bon-ye to write this book. He says it in the preface,
“I'was born and raised in Seoul and decided to write down old stories of the capital at about
the! age of 20."
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During this period, the gap between gyeong and hyang, that is, Seoul and the provinces
widened, and Seoul obtained a distinguished status. The fact that it is a special place
distinguished from any other region constitutes Seoul's locality, and around this time, books
dealing with Seoul's customs appeared, such as Yu Deukgong's Gyeongdojapji (Miscellaneous
Records of the Capital) and Gim Maesun's Yeolyangsesigi (Records of Seasonal Festivities
around the Capital), which show they were aware of this identity.

Gyeongdo means Seoul, and japji means it recorded many things. In Yeolyangsesigi,
Yeolyang also means Seoul, and sesi means that it recorded the customs according to the
seasons and the months.

Yu Bon-ye was 20 years old when he became aware of his identity as a Seoulite and
decided to write, and it was also when he started to work as an assistant of Kyujanggak
editor-compilers. The awareness of being a Seoulite and the expectation that he would be
able to access various materials while working at Kyujanggak probably helped him to set this
goal. The idea, “l, who was born and raised in Seoul, will write the story of Seoul,” is well
expressed in the entries of the section Each Dong. Each Dong section tells the stories of
various areas in Seoul. Dong was not an official administrative unit then, but it was
commonly used as a regional unit. This category appears for the first time in Han'
gyeongjiryak and is the most distinctive feature that is not found in any other geography
book.

It contains about 70 entries, two-thirds of which are about famous people who lived there.
They are descriptions of their home, or their traces. Through the footprints of great figures
who passed through Seoul, he praises the capital, the dignified source of edification.
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For example, he says that, in Song-dong near Sungkyunkwan, there was a house where
Song Siyeol had once lived and the letters that he had engraved, ‘Jeungjubyeokrip, and in
Gwan-dong, the house that Wolsa Yi Jeonggwi had lived was located and his descendants
still lived and offered ancestral rites there for generations. In front of their shrine, there was
a single-petal red plum tree, which a Chinese had given to Yi Jeonggwi, and this was the
only single-petal red plum blossom in Korea. The house that Jeong Gwangpil had lived was in
Hoehyeon-dong in the south, and his descendants still lived there from generation to
generation and the family produced many ministers.

Yu Bon-ye says that he had his own family and house in Seoul, where these people lived.
Gyoseogwan-dong was a place where his family had lived for a long time, and his father
used the pen name Go-un after this place, while Songhyeon-dong had the house where his
8th great grandfather, Panseogong Yu Jam had lived. Yu Jam was the grandfather of
Gwanghaegun's queen consort.

Yu Jam's granddaughter was Lady Yu the queen consort of Gwanghaegun, and his
grandchildren Yu Huibun, Huibal, and Ryang enjoyed great power with the queen at their
back, but they were destroyed by Injo Coup. What's interesting is that the author doesn't
properly explain how this house was transferred to someone else's possession, other than
briefly mentioning something from unoffical history.

Dalseongwi's Palace for Princess in Songhyeon
In Songhyeon, there is a palace for princess owned by Dalseongwi. This palace was originally
the house of Panseogong, my 8th great grandfather, but it became a palace after three

generations. The unofficial history says that Dalseongwi moved here from Dongjeon.

Dalseongwi refers to Seo Gyeongju, the son-in-law of King Seonjo, who married Princess
Jeongsin, the daughter of King Seonjo and Inbin (Royal Consort In) of Gim clan. Seo Gyeongju

was also an in-law of Queen Inmok's father, Gim Jenam, so he was not reinstated during
Gwanghaegun's reign, but was appointed after Injo Coup.
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And he was rewarded two confiscated houses of rebels for his contribution to suppressing
Yi Gwal's Rebellion. In this context, Yu Jam's house seems to have been confiscated during
Injo Coup, and then given to Dalseongwi, who made a contribution during Yi Gwal's Rebellion.
And | think he was trying to hide the disgrace of his ancestors by omitting the detailed
explanation.

While Yu Bon-ye was the descendant of an illegitimate son, his consciousness was not very
different from that of a noble man. He also had a sense of governing people, to take
responsibility for the world. This idea is also revealed in the arrangement and the way of
description in Han'gyeongjiryak.

In the preface, he says, “This book, Shinjeung Dongguk Yeoji Seungram, was completed in
the reign of King Jungjong, and so far there has been no expansion or revision made, which
is a problem. If, later, there is someone who intends to make a revised or expanded version
of Shinjeung Dongguk Yeoji Seungram, | hope that he will take my book to supplement it.
This is my intention.” He took the work of compiling geography books, which was the task
of the state, as his own, hoping that his book would become useful as a material in the
future.

Moreover, in the section of Confucian Shrines, not only those enshrined in the Great
Shrine, but also more than 100 scholars in the Eastern and Western Shrines are mentioned
one by one. And under Sungkyunkwan, detailed information of various systems for
geojaesaeng, students living in Dongjae (East Dorm) and Seojae (West Dorm), are added.

In addition, as seen in many entries of Each Dong, while the traces of the noblemen who
passed through Seoul are remembered one by one, the middle-class people were just
collectively referred to as ‘a bunch.” Explaining Nugak-dong at the foot of Mt. Inwang, he only
says, “A bunch of middle-class commoners live there, but no aristocrats.” You can see the

conscious distinction between the middle-class and the noblemen.
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In the case of Okryu-dong, he describes Gim Changhyeop, a writer from Andong Gim clan,
but he doesnt mention Songseogwon (Pine Rock Garden) Poetry Club, led by Cheon
Sugyeong, a famous middle-class writer of the time. Through this uneven description, we can
see his sense of distinction.

There is also a certain weightedness caused by his affiliation with a political faction. The
various entries of the sections of Scenic Spots and Each Dong are deeply related to the
place of Nakron school of Noron (Old Doctrin), including Jang-dong Gim clan. On the other
hand, there is no mention of any other scholars or bureaucrats affiliated with Southerners,
such as Chae Jegong or Jeong Yakyong.

Meanwhile, Gang Junheum, a Southerner scholar of the time who lived in the same period
as Yu Bon-ye, also wrote Han'gyeongjabyeong (Miscelleneous Things of the Capital), which is a
collection of poems describing various attractions of Hanyang, and you can find an
interesting difference if you compare it with Han'gyeongjiryak.

Gang Junheum's poems describe about 40 places: Samgaksan, Baekak, Mokmyeoksan,
Inwangsan, Taraksan, Changdeokgung, Gyeonghuigung, Yeonghuijeon, Gyeongbokgung,
Chundangdae, Bangung, Daebodan, Jongru, Gwangtonggyo, Supogyo, Joyangru, Seogyangru,
old pagoda in Wongaksa, Mongdapjeong, old pine tree in Jangwonseo, Cheonugak,
Samcheong-dong, Cheonghak-dong, Yeonjaru, Tomb of Guan Yu, Namji, Seoji, Mohwagwan,
Seonmusa, Gihyeon, Tangchundae, Bukjeo-dong, Jeon'gyomokjang, Dokseodang, Jideoksa,
Jugyo, Ogang, Seonyubong, Samchang, and Jeojado.

Most of the places mentioned by Gang Junheum can be found, although they are scattered
under the various sections of Hangyeongjiryak. However, none of the attractions selected in
relation with Jang-dong Gim clan in the section of Scenic Spots in Han'gyeongjiryak are
mentioned in Gang Junheum's poems. From this, we can tell that even those who lived in
the same era had different ranges of social relations and different attachments to and

evaluations of places depending on their political affiliation.

)
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In addition, Yu Bon-ye's writing is very focused on the communication network of
Kyujanggak editor-compilers, with his father at the center. He records only titles of other
poems related to Hanyang, while the writings of his father Yu Deukgong, Bak Jega, and Yi
Deokmu are repeatedly cited. For example, in the case of Gyeongbokgung Palace, all the
poems about each pavilion, originally included in the description of the same entry of
Shinjeung Dongguk Yeoji Seungram are omitted. The records that Jeong Dojeon wrote after
naming various pavilions of Gyeongbokgung are also omitted, and only the general location of
each pavilion is summarized.

At the same time, the entire poem of Old Palace of Gyeongbokgung and Chunseongyugi
(The Capital in Spring) written by his father, Yu Deukgong, are cited in the commentary
section. Chunseongyugi was written after Yu Deukgong toured Gyeongbokgung and other
attractions with Bak Jiwon and Yi Deokmu in the spring of 1770. This article shows the ruins
of Gyeongbokgung Palace in the 18th century.

Meanwhile, in the section of Muksa-dong, he mentioned Bak Jiwon's Heosangjeon, saying,
“Once, a man called Heo Saeng lived in this area, and his family was poor, but he liked to
read and achieved quite a lot, so Yeonam Bak Jiwon wrote a story for him." Considering that
all the people in Each Dong category were great historical figures, you can tell how much
weight he put on Bak Jiwon's writing to mention a person without a name.

So far, we have looked at Yu Bon-ye's self-consciousness contained in Han'gyeongjiryak. He
was a descendant of an illegitimate son and a man with limitations, working at the reduced
Kyujanggak, with no way to fulfill his ambition, and the regrets he felt are reflected in
various places in this book.

Nevertheless, based on the confidence of a Seoulite whose family lived in Seoul for
generations, he describes great people who had been in Seoul with detailed information and
puts himself in the same line. | also explained that he had a clear sense of self as a noble

man and distanced himself from the middle-class writers, who were rising at the time. This
perceptlon of Yu Bon-ye had a significant impact on the book's description balance and page
digtribution.
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This time, we looked at Yu Bon-ye's self-consciousness expressed in Han'gyeongjiryak. In
the next session, | will explain what documents Yu Bon-ye used as reference to write Han

gyeongjiryak.
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7-4 What Books Was Han'gyeongjiryak Based On?

Hello, students. In the last session, we looked at the self-consciousness of Yu Bon-ye,
expressed in Han'gyeongjiryak. Based on the confidence of a Seoulite whose family lived in
Seoul for generations, he describes great people who had been in Seoul with detailed
information and puts himself in the same line. He also distanced himself from the emerging
middle-class writers, with a clear sense of self-identity as a noble man.

In this session, we will look at what materials Yu Bon-ye referred to in Han'gyeongjiryak,
and what kind of narrative he used to write this book. First, let's take a look at a passage
from the preface.

| was born and raised in Seoul and decided to write down old stories of the capital at
about the age of 20. So if there's anything in the books | read that was relevant, | recorded
them one by one, but they did not make a book. Besides, | was busy sharing books for the
past 20 years, and it was a long time since | neglected my old study. Recently, looking at
the old manuscripts in the box, the collected passages looked like tied up bamboo shoots, so
| indignantly deplored the failure of my old will. Therefore, | recorded it with care and
referred mainly to Yeojiseungram, but limited it within the boundaries of Five Districts and
besides looking for other books and seeing and hearing them myself, | asked questions to
the elderly or various learned men, and finally formed several volumes and named them Han

gyeongjiryak.

This preface tells us a few things. Based on Yeojiseungram, that is, Shinjeung Dongguk
Yeoji Seungram, he referred to several other books, and added insights from people who
knew the past well, such as the elderly and the intellectuals. Geographically, by limiting the
boundaries to Five Districts, the area around the Han River, which can be called the greater

Seoul area, was not covered.
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Another thing to note is that these excerpts were what Yu Bon-ye had taken from time to
time. Considering that these notes he collected since he was young looked like bamboo
shoots, he must have written them down on small pieces of paper. Extracting passages from
books was also one of the characteristics of this family. It is said that he used to extract
from borrowed books because he was not well off and didn't have many books.

Although he used Shinjeung Dongguk Yeoji Seungram as the basic reference, by the time
Yu Bon-ye wrote Han'gyeongjiryak in the 19th century, it had already been about 300 years,
so Hanyang had become quite different from what it had been at the time of Shinjeung
Dongguk Yeoji Seungram. For example, the number of royal shrines, which were rarely found
when compiling Shinjeung Dongguk Yeoji Seungram, increased a lot. In addition to Jongmyo
and Yeongnyeongjeon, Yeonghuijeon, Seonwonjeon of Changdeokgung, Jeogyeonggung,
Yuksanggung, = Gyeongmogung,  Yeonggyeongjeon,  Uisomyo,  Jangbogak, = Munhuimyo,
Yeonhogung, Daebin'gung, Seonhuigung, and Kyeongugung were all built after the publication
of Shinjeung Dongguk Yeoji Seungram..

In particular, the construction of such royal shrines was active in the 18th century, so
there were many changes just before his time. In the case of the palace alone,
Gyeongbokgung Palace was destroyed during the Japanese Invasion of Korea in 1592, and
Gyeonghuigung Palace, which had been built during Gwanghaegun's reign, became important
as the Western Palace. The government offices had changed even more, with many of them
abolished, more created, or changed their locations.

It must have been difficult to decide what source should be consulted to update these
new additions or changes. In particular, government offices, palaces, and shrines are
authoritative places of which the information should not be written down based on hearsay.
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The author's main reference in the description of these items was Dongguk Munheon Bigo
(Reference of Documents of the East Kingdom). It is a book compiled during King Yeongjo's
reign by Hong Bonghan and Gim Chi-in with royal commission, and is a collection of historical
records of Korea's culture and institutions. It was added even after King Jeongjo's reign, and
what we usually refer to now is Jeungbo Munheon Bigo (Supplementary Reference of
Documents) published during King Gojong's reign.

Considering his time, Yu Bon-ye is presumed to have referred to the original Dongguk
Munheon Bigo compiled during King Yeongjo's reign or a slightly supplemented version. The
frequency of direct quotes is also the second highest after Shinjeung Dongguk Yeoji
Seungram, but in addition to that, the order in which entries are set and developed is often
following that of Dongguk Munheon Bigo. Sections of Astronomy or External Offices are
typical.

For example, External Offices is a section that covers government offices outside the
palace, and in Dongguk Munheon Bigo, Gisa or Giroso (Hall of Senior Officials) comes first,
followed by Jongchinbu, a government office related to the Royal Family, and then
ministers-related departments, other departments including Jungchubu (Office of Ministers
without Portfolio). Next come Six Administrative Offices including Six Ministries, then
Saheonbu (Censorate Department) and Saganwon (Censors Office), followed by offices of
documents such as Hongmun'gwan (Office of Advancement of Literature), Yemun'gwan (Office
of Royal Decrees), and Kyujanggak. Then finally, other agencies and military offices follow.

In Han'gyeongjiryak, too, Giroso and Jongchinbu come first, after which descriptions of
various departments such as Uijeongbu (Council of State) and Bibyeonsa (Border Defense
Council) appear, followed by Six Ministries, Saheonbu and Saganwon, offices of documents,
other agencies, and military offices including Hullyeonddogam (Military Training Command).
Although not all government offices in Dongguk Munheon Bigo are included, the basic order
of the description is the same, and you can see many parts summarizing the content of the

book. From this, we can conclude that Yu Bon-ye organize the entry of External Offices
based on Dongguk Munheon Bigo and selected things to describe from its content.
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As such, the two most important books to mention are Shinjeung Dongguk Yeoji Seungram
and Dongguk Munheon Bigo.

On the other hand, sections of Each Dong and Scenic Spots are the representative parts
that has a lot of personal experience and unofficial history. They contain stories about who
had lived in the place and whose descendants still lived there.

Scenic Spots is a unique entry that is only in Han'gyeongjiryak, and many places in this
section are deeply related to renowned people, so there are quite a few overlapping parts
with Each Dong. However, even if the contents overlap, Scenic Spots are described as places
that people enjoy viewing or strolling, and this also reveals the knowledge of Yu Bon-ye as a
Seoulite. Let's take a few examples.

Buksa-dong, which was outside Hyehwa-dong, is described as a valley full of strolling
people, carts, and horses every late spring. Also, there is a grass field called Sandan or
Namdan in the southern part of Namsan Mountain, and on Dano, sturdy young men come
here and play ssireum in pairs, with many people watching them. This information and
description reflects what Yu Bon-ye, a Seoulite, saw and heard.

As such, writing Han'gyeongjiryak, Yu Bon-ye used Shinjeung Dongguk Yeoji Seungram as
its main reference, while also consulting with various books including Dongguk Munheon Bigo,
as well as his own experience to describe Seoul.

In this session, we looked at what documents Yu Bon-ye used to write Han'gyeongjiryak. In
the next session, we will explore the features of the book written in this way.
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7-5 Descriptive Features of Han'gyeongjiryak

Hello, students. In the last session, we looked at what documents Yu Bon-ye used to write
Han'gyeongjiryak. Now, we're going to look at the characteristics of this book written in this
way.

Previously, | said that Han'gyeongjiryak was based on Shinjeung Dongguk Yeoji Seungram. In
the big frame, the narrative styles and contents are similar, but when we compare the actual
tables of contents of the two books, we can see significant difference.

Both books consist of two volumes, but Shinjeung Dongguk Yeoji Seungram is divided into
Volume 1 Gyeongdo and Volume 2 Hanseongbu, which means that the contents related to
the capital city are covered by Volume 1, and the contents related to Seoul as a region are
covered by Volume 2. On the other hand, Han'gyeongjiryak shows different composition, with
Volume 1 consisting of the royal family and state-related places, and Volume 2 consisting of
the places related to the lives of Seoulites other than the king.

Because the criteria for inclusion was different like this, as you can see from this table,
there is significant difference. First, let's check out the entries that are included in Shinjeung
Dongguk Yeoji Seungram, but not in Han'gyeongjiryak. They are marked with light green in
this table: Names of Counties, Family Clans, Customs, Signal-fire, Temples, Officials,
Personage, and Poems.

Officials means good government officials, and Poems means poetry related to the location.
Customs, Officials, Personage, and Poems are parts that show the humanistic character of
Shinjeung Dongguk Yeoji Seungram, but they do not meet practical purposes. Signal-fire is
excluded from the entries of Han'gyeongjiryak, but included in the description, while Names of
Counties, Family Clans, and Temples seem to be considered meaningless.
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On the other hand, some entries are not in Shinjeung Dongguk Yeoji Seungram, but in Han'
gyeongjiryak. They are Scenic Spots and Each Dong. These parts also contain Yu Bon-ye's
experience a lot, so they best show the originality of Han'gyeongjiryak. Marked in pink are
the ones whose positions shifted.

One of the most interesting changes in these items is the section on government offices.
In Shinjeung Dongguk Yeoji Seungram, they are divided into civil offices and military offices.
In other words, they are divided and included according to the nature of the job they do, or,
whether they are for civil service or military service. However, in Han'gyeongjiryak, they are
divided based on the location, that is, whether the government office is inside the palace or
outside. In addition, in the case of the in-house offices, sometimes an office is repeatedly
described depending on which palace it was in.

Taking Hongmungwan as an example, the description in Shinjeung Dongguk Yeoji Seungram
is as follows. "It is located on the west side of Seungjeongwon, where old Jiphyeonjeon was,
and where Jangseogak is. Another one is located in the south of Dochongbu of
Changdeokgung Palace, where the old Sainsa was located, and the other is located in the
east of the Seungjeongwon of Changgyeonggung Palace, which is in charge of Confucian
scriptures, Royal Lectures, and literature."

The west side of Seungjeongwon, and the old Jiphyeonjeon refers to the location inside

Gyeongbokgung Palace. It is described as being located south of Dochongbu in
Changdeokgung and east of Seungjeongwon in Changgyeonggung, which explains the location
of Hongmungwan in each palace.
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On the other hand, Han'gyeongjiryak first classifies it as one of the in-house offices in
Changdeokgung Palace and Gyeonghuigung Palace, according to the location, and then again
explains Hongmungwan of each palace. For example, the Hongmungwan section among
in-house offices of Changdeokgung, first describes the location, saying, ‘It is located in the
west of the Office of Royal Physicians and the east of Naegak (Main Library of Kyujanggak).”
It also explains about the palace signboards, which can only be seen here, saying, “There is a
tablet that reads Haksagwan (House of Scholars), which is King Yeongjo's handwriting, and
there is also a tablet that reads Okdang (Jade Hall), which is written in bafen script by Gim
Jingyu."

Things that can only be seen in Hongmungwan of Changdeokgung, such as jade lamp
hanging on the pillar or a silver wine glass given by the king, are added in the description.
Hongmungwan is also among the In-house Offices of Gyeonghuigung Palace. It says that it
is located behind the Geumsangmun Gate of Gyeonghuigung, and there are signboards made
with the handwritings of King Yeongjo, and Jade Hall board written by Yi Sechoe. From this,
we can see that the Government Offices section has been greatly changed from the
descriptions in Shinjeung Dongguk Yeoji Seungram.

If | were the writer, | would say that it's a very cumbersome way because | have to
re-categorize and rearrange the government offices in a completely different way. How could
Yu Bon-ye endure this hassle?

In the preface presented earlier, Yu Bon-ye said that the passages he collected were like
bamboo shoots. He said if he found anything while looking at this and that, he “recorded
them one by one,” and when he saw the old manuscripts, they “looked like tied up bamboo
shoots."

He might have been able to dismantle the table of contents of Shinjeung Dongguk Yeoji
Seungram and build his own because he collected materials in notes by extracting them from

various materials. Because if you're writing something not out of another book, but out of
items you have collected, you'll just have to rearrange the notes.
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Another characteristic of Han'gyeongjiryak is that it has few poems. Since Shinjeung
Dongguk Yeoji Seungram was a geography book with a strong intention of humanistic
edification, it has abundant jeyeong, or poems and personage items related to an area. In
comparison, specific information about the region was rather not enough.

Because of this, in the 18th and 19th centuries, there were many calls for reducing the
poetry while revising the book. While compiling Haedongyeojitongjae (Geographical
Encyclopedia of Korea) in King Jeongjo's reign, in which Yu Bon-ye's father, Yu Deukgong,
also participated, practical information such as household census was emphasized and poetry
was discussed to be handled briefly.

Yu Bon-ye shows the same attitude as well. In the preface, he points out, “Yeoji Seungram
also contains a lot of Korean people's poems, but is doesnt contain many detailed facts.”
Therefore, in Han'gyeongjiryak, almost all the poems included in Shinjeung Dongguk Yeoji
Seungram were omitted, and in the case of recorded writings, only the authors and the titles
were included. He didn't set up a personage or similar category.

However, it is difficult to evaluate Han'gyeongjiryak as a book compiled mainly based on
practical information just because there are no sections of Poems or Personage. While other
geography books that were published by the end of the 19th century paid a lot of attention
to practical information like household census and local products, Han'gyeongjiryak hardly
contains those kinds of information. Although it contains a lot of contemporary information,
it is more of another kind of humanistic information than practical one.

The arrangement of entries and the way in which the narrative is developed in Han
gyeongjiryak show descriptive characteristics. Dividing government offices into in-house and
external ones and explaining the in-house offices by each palace means that the author

described them while spatially imagining the location of them.
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That is why the offices such as Seungjeongwon, Hongmungwan, and Kyujanggak, which are
in both Changdeokgung and Gyeonghuigung, are explained in sections of In-house Offices of
both palaces. In addition, the signboards hanging inside and outside the government office
buildings and various other articles are described so that we can vividly imagine the
government office. Let me give you an example.

There is a building in front of Imunwon, on which hang a tablet that reads ‘Kyujanggak
Haksajiseo (Office of Kyujanggak Scholars).” A large bell and a large stone given by the king
were placed on the front pillars. The bell was received during the reign of Yeongrak-je (the
Yongle Emperor) of the Ming Dynasty, so it is called Yeongrak-jong. In addition, there are a
tuho (canister and sticks), a bipa (mandolin), a geomungo, a silver cup, and a large inkstone,
each given by the king. There are also six lamps made of jade, which are hung on the
pillars. In the yard stands a rain gauge made of copper, so the building is the most
magnificent of all the government offices.

Bridge section is also a good example of this characteristic. Yu Bon-ye mentioned the
criteria for bridge description as follows. “There are many names of large and small bridges

in each stream flowing from the mountains of the north and the south in Seoul. So, I will
list the names of bridges from the side where the water flows out first, so that the reader
will not be confused.” This is to make both the narrator and the reader imagine the flow of
the water path in their head, positioning the bridges.
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First, Yu Bon-ye describes not only the Gaecheon creek, that is, the main stream of
Cheonggyecheon, but also the branch streams that flow into the creek and the bridges
above them all. Since there are so many waterways in the city, the names of the bridges are
listed in the order from upstream to downstream, so that they would not be confusing.
When these waterways join, the bridge may overlap, and Yu Bon-ye explained this as a
confluence point, listing them all regardless of the overlap. The number of bridges listed is
also very large, and there are over 50 bridges even if you exclude the overlapped ones. Let
me give you an example. This is the explanation of the two branch streams originating from
Namsan and the bridges over them. Namsan Dongcheon Stream flows north, passes
Myeongrye-bang, Donghyeongyo Bridge in Taepyeong-bang, and joins the main stream at
Jangtonggyo Bridge. Jangtonggyo is a bridge in the main stream of the Gaecheon, and it has
already been mentioned when explaining other branches before. That's why the commentary
says it can be found above.

Next, Jujadongcheon Stream under Namsan Mountain passes north through Jujagyo Bridge
and merges at Haryanggyo Bridge, and Haryanggyo Bridge has also been mentioned before
as the bridge of the main stream. Jangtonggyo is located west of Haryanggyo, so if you
consider this, you can see that Namsan Dongcheon is located west of Jujadongcheon. It is
not so difficult to imagine the location of each branch just by roughly understanding the
location of the bridges in the main stream where all the branches of the capital join.

Perhaps because of the emphasis on the visual aspect, the book also contains a lot of
information about signboards. Yu Bon-ye recorded everything he could tell about signboards,
such as where they were hung and who wrote them. It's an interesting choice considering
that he does not include poetry or recorded writings.
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The signboard of Okdang on the screen was hung in the aforementioned Hongmungwan of
Changdeokgung and was written by Gim Jingyu. Yu Bon-ye says it was written in bafen
script, that is, clerical script, which turned out to be true when | checked the actual
signboard. The signboard of Bohoseonggung below was originally composed of eight
characters of ‘Johwa-eoyak Bohoseonggung (Make the royal medicine and protect the royal
body),” which was written by Won Haejin and hung on the office of Naeuiwon (Palace
Pharmacy) in Changdeokgung.

In a document called Gunggwolji (Journal of the Palace), this signboard is said to be King
Yeongjo's handwriting, but Han'gyeongjiryak states that it is Won Hae-jin's handwriting. and
the existing signboard does not have the indication of royal handwriting, so it is believed
that Gunggwolji recorded it incorrectly. Like this, the content can be compared with various
other materials handed down in the literature and in real life, adding to the value of Han'

gyeongjiryak.

During King Jeongjo's reign, several people were asked to compose a
Seongsijeondo-si(poem) for Seongsijeondo (Painting of the Capital) and Han'gyeongjiryak
shares their descriptive expressions in the overall composition.

King Jeongjo made various retainers compose poems over the Painting of the Capital. Vi
Mansu's poem has the composition of ‘beginning-Hanyang's topography-Royal Palace and
government offices-shopping district-scenic spots-view of town-closing,’ while Yi Deokmu's
poem describes ‘the history of Hanyang-geography and outline-mountains and streams-Royal
Palace and government offices-famous spots and houses-Jongro and passing of
dignitaries-markets and meetings.’

The oeder and expression method are not very different from those of Han'gyeongjiryak.

The only difference is that Han'gyeongjiryak has a drier style of a geography book. In
addition, Bak Jega's Seongsijeondo-si is cited several times in the book, indicating that it was
directly influenced by the poem.
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Although the description is in a very dry style, the daily customs presented by place, unlike
other geography books which set separate items of customs, invite us to imagine the noisy
urban landscape described in the Painting of the Capital or the poems on the painting. The
Painting of the Capital is considered as expressing not only the appearance of the city's
buildings, but also the colorful human life that takes place in the space.

We can imagine what the painting was like through Taepyeongseongsi-do (The City of
Supreme Peace), which is housed in the National Museum of Korea. In the shopping complex
with several rooms in the middle, there are stores selling various objects and products. On
the left, you can see a herbal shop, and on the top, people seem to have poetry club
meeting, and on the top right, there are women playing tuho and swings. You can also find
a space that looks like a seodang (village school) at the bottom right.

Han'gyeongjiryak doesn't just describe a place, either. It contains actions such as the story
of a person or recreation culture related to the place. People and their actions are presented
vividly in both the painting and the book. In this regard, we can conclude that Han'
gyeongjiryak is in line with other contemporary genre works with similar themes.

So far, we have looked at the descriptive characteristics of Han'gyeongjiryak. Although it is
based on Shinjeung Dongguk Yeoji Seungram, the overall composition and content is a lot
different because the author wrote the book with collected notes of excerpts.

Also, although he excluded poems from Shinjeung Dongguk Yeoji Seungram, it still does
not contain practical information such as household census or local products, so it still has a
strong characteristic of humanistic edification. Overall, the narrative is very descriptive,
explaining places as if they were in front of our eyes, and describing visual elements such as
signboards and decorations without omission. These features were consistent with the
characteristics of the contemporary painting, Seongsijeondo, or the poems about it.
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This book is the most basic material for the research of Seoul in that it portrays the 19th
century Hanyang. It takes a very important position in Hanyang-related research, which
surprisingly lacks vivid source of materials because not a single geography book covers the
capital exclusively since Shinjeung Dongguk Yeoji Seungram of the 16th century.

Thirty to forty years after this book was written, new culture was introduced and the
institution changed, profoundly altering the look of Hanyang. In this regard, this book vividly
contains the last picture of the city in its heyday, which was especially brilliant in the 18th
and 19th centuries before the introduction of modern culture.

The author, Yu Bon-ye, was the son of Yu Deukgong, one of the first four Kyujanggak
editor-compilers in King Jeongjo's reign, and served as a Kyujanggak editor-compiler himself
following his father and his brother. This book was written in his later years based on the
materials he had been collecting since he was 20 years old when he started working as an
editor-compiler.

Yu Bon-ye hoped that this book would help the people who would compile a geography
book in the future. This shows his sense of governing the world and consciousness of kind
as a nobleman. Han'gyeongjiryak has a relatively dry style as a geography book, but it also
contains a lot of Yu Bon-ye's personality.

It shows his frustration with the limitation of being the descendant of an illegitimate son,
the pride that three men in his family were Kyujanggak editor-compilers, and the confidence
in his knowledge of Seoul as a Seoulite all his life. However, it is important to keep in mind
that this book is not showing everything about Hanyang at the time, but Hanyang through
the eyes of Yu Bon-ye.

In the next lecture, we'll look into the details of Hangyeongjiryak and see how these

characteristics shape the contents of the book.
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