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9 Understanding Man'guk Samul Giwon Yeoksa

9-1 What Kind of Book is Man'guk Samul Giwon Yeoksa?

Hello, students. I'm Hwang Jae-moon, one of the lecturers in this course, <Revisiting
Korean Classics>, and I'm going to give you a lecture on Man'guk Samul Giwon Yeoksa. . This
is the ninth lecture, and | would like to proceed with the theme of ‘Understanding Man'guk
Samul Giwon Yeoksa (The History and Origins of All Things of the World).

Before we begin, let's guess about the content from the title of the book, published in the
early 20th century. The title is made up of several terms: ‘Man'guk (World),” ‘Samul Giwon
(Origin of Things), and ‘Yeoksa (History)." It starts with the word ‘Man'guk,’ showing that it
covers the whole world, not just one country.

The word ‘Samul Giwon' needs to be explained a little bit. Samul is a combination of
matter (sa) and things (mul), and in the end, it means everything that exists around us. It
means that the book is going to deal with the origins of everything around us. And since it
says ‘'Yeoksa,' they are described according to the order of time.

Now, let's take a closer look at what the book is like.

First, let's look at the cover and the copyright paper. On the cover, along with the title of
the book, you can see the author's name ‘Sungyangsanin Jang Jiyeon' and the publisher's
name ‘the Hwangseong Sinmun (the Capital Gazette)." On the copyright paper, along with the
list price of the book, the printing date is marked as ‘May 20, the 3rd year of Yunghui
(Abundant Prosperity),'and the publication date as ‘August 15, the 3rd year of Yunghui.

The 3rd year of Yunghui is 1909. From a cultural perspective, this was the time when
premodernity and modernity were mixed, with the full influx of new cultures, such as foreign
[

!
+
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We have to keep in mind that this book was published at this time. It's also worth noting
that there was a three-month gap between the time of printing and the time of publication,
because this book might have been censored and partially modified during this period.

Who is Jang lJiyeon, the author whose name is on the cover and the copyright paper? On
the left is the title page of Man'guk Samul Giwon Yeoksa, which contains the same phrase as
the cover, and on the right is the image of Jang Jiyeon. Jang Jiyeon was born in Sangju,
Gyeongsang-do in 1864, and studied traditional textbooks and Literary Chinese.

After King Gojong's internal exile to the Russian legation, he gained a reputation with
“Maninso (Memorial of Ten Thousand People),” asking for King Gojong's return. After that, he
worked in the Institute for History and Rituals, participating in the compilation of Daehan
Yejeon (Etiquette and Protocol of Korea), which established formality of the state as an
empire, and became president of the Hwangseong Sinmun Company in 1902. In other words,
he was recognized for his traditional studies and writings and practiced modern journalism.
Why did he publish the book Manguk Samul Giwon Yeoksa? When you publish a book, you
usually write an article that shows the purpose or circumstances of the publication and
attach it to the front or back of the book. The text attached to the front is called the
preface, and the text attached to the back is called the postscript, and it is common to
attach either of them.

However, there is no preface to Man'guk Samul Giwon Yeoksa. But we can guess the
purpose of its publication, because we still have advertisements for the book in the
newspaper. Perhaps because it was published by the Hwangseong Sinmun, advertisements for
this book continued to appear in this newspaper in 1909 and 1910. There are two types of
advertisements presented here, and though the format is slightly different, the copy is the

Same.
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Let's take a close look at the advertisement. The above is the original text, and below it is
a modern interpretation of the core information of the advertisement. “The history of the
names, periods, and lives of the people who first made ancient and modern objects in all
countries of the East and the West." This is the content of the book. That's the material for
“great learning and vast knowledge,” so if you open the book, you can get knowledge of
everything in all ages.

So who is the reader? The advertisement lists gentlemen, educators, speakers, newspaper
reporters, and students as expected readers of the book, which can be summed up as
intellectuals. What deserves our attention in this ad is that they were ‘collected and
classified.” Collecting and presenting data according to certain classification criteria is a basic
attribute of modern encyclopedias or pre-modern East Asian yuseo (classified reference book).
Here, you can guess the formal characteristics and historical context of this book. Man'guk
Samul Giwon Yeoksa is not well known to the public, but it has received scholarly attention
early on. | think | can summarize the academic evaluation of the book in several points.

First, it was the first publication of a modern encyclopedia, and a work that deals with the
knowledge of the ‘West' and that of ‘us’ together. There was, of course, some publications
of pre-modern classified reference books like Jibongyuseol (Topical Discourses of Jibong), but
none of them were as close to modern encyclopedias as this book. In addition, you can find
some work that deals with the knowledge of the ‘West' and that of ‘us’ separately at the
time, but it is difficult to find a case where they are covered together in comparison.

Second, as a history book, it has been evaluated as the first independent writing of world
history. At the time, the books on world history was published through retranslating
Japanese or Chinese translations of Western history books, but this book opened up the
stage of writing it independently. We need to think more about how to define the term

'independent’ here, which we will review later while examining the writing process of this
book.
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Third, if you pay attention to the contents, it can be evaluated as the ‘unique literature’
containing ‘special knowledge' that was difficult to find in other contemporary works. In fact,
because of this characteristicc, Man'guk Samul Giwon Yeoksa is sometimes mentioned in
various major fields. For example, the trichotomy of literature into ‘lyric, epic and drama,
and the field of study called ‘sociology’ were first introduced in this book.

It seems somewhat unnatural that the author was not an international student or a person
fluent in Western languages but a traditional intellectual, but it is clear that there is a lot of
knowledge introduced for the first time in the book. It introduces many Western science and
culture, including weather forecasts, Roman novels, and diving equipment such as diving bells.
It also presents a unique view on traditional culture, which is difficult to find in other
literature, and one of the examples is the origin of hot pot.

Let's take a look at the part that introduces sociology. You can see the original text on
the right, which is written vertically. If you change the sentence into modern Korean, and
change the person written in Chinese characters into a common notation today, it can be
translated as above.

In addition, a brief explanation added below will make it easier to understand. It may seem
obvious from today's point of view, but considering that it was written by an intellectual with
a traditional academic background in 1909, you have to admit that it's extraordinary.

Now let's take a quick look at the composition of the whole book. It consists of 28
chapters and 498 entries, similar to the general composition of ‘yuseo. It seems to be
following the system of ‘yupyeonyuseo (categorized yuseo),'which divides the topics into
broad categories, sets subcategories within them and describe them one by one.

The composition of chapters and entries will be discussed in detail in the next class. Here,
please explore this table summarizing the chapters and items according to the original text
and imagine the contents of the book.
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A modern interpretation is attached in brackets to the words whose meaning is difficult to
guess. First, chapters 1 to 6. Please pause the video for a moment and take a look.

Next, let us explore the composition of chapters 7 to 12.  ‘Uijang (Ceremonial Apparatus)
in Chapter 9 refers to the tools used for rituals, and oddly, this chapter deals only with the
things of the East.

Next, the composition of chapters from 13 to 18. ‘Boksik (Costume)' means clothing.

Next, the composition of chapters from 13 to 18. If you look at the items in Chapter 21
Music and Chapter 22 Machines, you can see that things from the East and the West are
presented together.  ‘Giyong (Instruments) in Chapter 23 means various living tools.
'Weights and Measures'is the first entry, where the history and units of Eastern and Western
measuring tools such as rulers and scales are described. Finally, the composition of the
chapters from 24 to 28. ‘Pungsokjapje (Customs and Miscellaneous Subjects)’means customs.

So far, we've briefly reviewed what kind of book Man'guk Samul Giwon Yeoksa is, for what
reason it has received attention, and how it is organized. Please keep in mind, as you can
guess from the table summarizing the chapters and items, it is similar to the pre-modern
'yuseo,' the classified reference book.

In the next session, we will look at the relationship between Jang Jiyeon's writing career
and Man'guk Samul Giwon Yeoksa.




~

MZ g

SEQUL NATIONAL UNIVERSITY

9-2 Jang Jiyeon's writing career and Man'guk Samul Giwon Yeoksa

Hello, students. In the last session, we briefly reviewed what kind of book Man'guk Samul
Giwon Yeoksa is, for what reason it has received attention, and how it is organized.

This time, let's take a look at the relationship between Jang Jiyeon's writing activity and
Man'guk Samul Giwon Yeoksa. First of all, | would like to think about the background of
compiling Man'guk Samul Giwon Yeoksa by looking at the author's writing career in detail.

Earlier, | briefly summarized that Jang Jiyeon was ‘a person who was recognized for his
traditional studies and writings and participated in modern journalism,’ but he actually
published various kinds of articles and books. He was also a very prolific writer, and is said
to have written so much that even 9,700 pages of Collected Works of him could not cover
all his writings, including those with only titles left.

Now, let's check out Jang Jiyeon's writing career, and review the position of Man'guk Samul
Giwon Yeoksa and think about his motive for writing this book.

Jang Jiyeon is a person who gained reputation as a writer. As is often the case with
figures who were active during a time when tradition and modernity are mixed, Jang Jiyeon
had many professions, such as a poet, scholar, writer, bureaucrat, educator, and journalist, all
of which are related to ‘writing.’

Also, considering that it is essential to have a space to present writings in order to engage
in such activities on the brink of the modern era, Jang Jiyeon's direct and indirect
relationship with the press might have been the background of his prolificacy.

As mentioned earlier, Jang Jiyeon took office as president of The Hwangseong Sinmun
Company in 1902. Prior to this, he also worked as the chief editor. The reason Jang Jiyeon
left the newspaper company was an editorial he wrote in 1905.
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Siilya Bangseongdaegok, which is interpreted as ‘Today We Cry Out in Lamentation,
published in the newspaper on November 20, is a fine writing that points out the injustice of
the Japan-Korea Treaty of 1905 signed on November 17.

Due to this editorial, the Hwangseong Sinmun was suspended, and Jang Jiyeon left the
company. Since then, he has worked for academic societies and overseas and local
newspapers, but his writing career couldn't be as ‘stable’ as before.

Jang Jiyeon, who wrote Siilya Bangseongdaegok, did not end his writing career during the
colonial period. He still wrote a lot, and published books that are still worth referring to
today. It would not be completely wrong to say that writing regularly for the Maeil Shinbo
(Daily News), directed by the Japanese Government-General of Korea, was the opportunity for
him to keep on writing.

Jang Jiyeon decided to write for the Maeil Shinbo not as a regular reporter but as
‘gaekgyeong (foreign excellency),” which was such a shock at the time that it was reported in
the newspaper in December, 1914. From the political point of view, there are quite a few
issues to consider critically, but in terms of his writing career, it can be said to have been
the foundation for his continuous writing.

Now, let's look at his career, focusing on his writing. First, this is what he did before
1910.
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After gaining reputation for “Maninso,” Jang Jiyeon participated in the compilation of
Daehan Yejeon (Etiquette and Protocol of Korea) as a staff member of the Institute for
History and Rituals. The Korean Empire had to set the proper protocol as an empire, and he
was able to participate in this project. He later participated in the compilation of Jeungbo
Munheon Bigo (Supplementary Reference of Documents), as well. Jeungbo Munheon Bigo is a
document that summarizes the state's system and culture, which is an expanded and
supplementedand edition of Dongguk Munheon Bigo (Reference of Documents of the East
Kingdom), which was compiled during the King Yeongjo's reign. The compilation began in
1903 with the establishment of Chanjipcheong (Hall of Collation), and the book was published
in 1908.

As | mentioned earlier, he wrote for newspapers including the Hwangseong Sinmun, but
after leaving the company, he participated in academic societies such as Daehan Jaganghoe
(Korean Self-Empowerment Association) and wrote a lot in academic journals. In addition, a
number of books were published around 1907, many of which were textbooks compiled while
he was involved in Whimoon School. Although not compiled by Whimoon School,
Yeojadokbon(Woman's Reading), the textbook for women, or Aeguk Buinjeon (The Story of a
Patriotic Lady) an adapted story of Joan of Arc in Korean with a clear mark of ‘new novel,
are still attracting considerable attention today.

In 1914, Jang Jiyeon resumed his active writing career, serving as ‘gaekgyeong for the
Maeil Shinbo. He had also written for the Gyeongnam News before this, but | guess it was a
relatively unstable position at the time. The controversy with Takahashi Toru in 1915 is
known to have had a significant impact on the direction of his subsequent writing career.

In addition, he compiled Joseon Yugyo Yeonwon (Origin of Confucianism in Joseon), llsayusa
(Biographies of People from All Walks of Life), and Daedong Siseon (Poetry Anthology of the
Great East), books that can be a good guide even today during this period, and these
writings are thought to have been directly serialized in the Maeil Shinbo or written with the

help of it in data collecting or promotion. It's worth remembering that these writings focus
on the ‘things' of ‘us,’ unlike Man'guk Samul Giwon Yeoksa.
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We have devided Jang Jiyeon's writing career into two periods. It seems that almost all of
his works that describe Korean history, culture, and geography or collect related materials
and attracted attention of Korean Studies researchers are mentioned. But the subject of
today's lecture, Man'guk Samul Giwon Yeoksa, has not yet appeared, and nor have the books
written in the same period. Man'guk Samul Giwon Yeoksa was published around 1909, after
Jang lJiyeon left the Hwangseong Sinmun and before he established a relationship with the
Maeil Shinbo.

Meanwhile, Jang Jiyeon had an important experience in the years before the publication of
Man'guk Samul Giwon Yeoksa. He experienced foreign countries. From July to September
1905, he joined the group observation of Japan led by Min Yeonggi to visit the Ministry of
the Imperial Household, newspaper companies, Japan Mint, banks, paper mills, and printing
offices, and interviewed Korean people staying in Japan, including international students and
those involved in Donghak (Eastern Learning). In particular, on July 30, he saw the
Gwanggaeto Stele at the museum, which he introduced in domestic newspapers.

In 1908, he was invited to the editor in chief of the Haejo Sinmun, a Korean newspaper in
Vladivostok. After leaving the Hwangseong Sinmun in November 1905 due to Siilya
Bangseongdaegok, Jang Jiyeon got involved in academic societies, but it became difficult to
be actively engaged in journalism as before.

Jang Jiyeon, invited by the Haejo Sinmun, departed in January 1908 and arrived at
Vladivostok a little behind schedule. On March 2, he published his first editorial Sinmun
Euidokron, meaning that you should read a newspaper, and he expressed his feeling in his
diary that it was difficult to write properly because it should be written only in Hangeul.
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For the next few months, Jang Jiyeon continued to read and write for the Haejo Sinmun
despite conflicts with the local public figures, but eventually left Vladivostok as the
newspaper ceased publication. Jang Jiyeon did not return home immediately, but stopped in
Shanghai on the way, where he visited bookstores such as Guangzhi Book Company, the
Commercial Press, and Wenming Bookstore, which were the representative local publishers,
and bought books there. He had the experience of reading and obtaining books published
and distributed in Shanghai, one of the hubs of East Asian knowledge distribution at that
time.

He returned home via Shanghai in September, 1908. On arriving, he was briefly
investigated and released, but his career beacame more restricted than before. Of course,
self-censorship also must have affected the situation.

The following year, 1909, Jang Jiyeon wrote a significant amount. According to the
Yearbook compiled by Jang Jiyeon himself, in 1909, he wrote 10 articles, including “the
Purpose of Gyonam Academy,” and compiled five books, including Man'guk Samul Giwon
Yeoksa. The articles and books mentioned here are also quite a lot in volume, so you can
guess that Jang Jiyeon devoted himself to intensive writing during this period.

It seems that the books recorded in Yearbook is not all that he wrote. In the newspapers
of that time, advertisements for four books written by Jang Jiyeon are found, and one of
them, Hoejungsingyeong (a New Mirror in My Mind) is not included in the Yearbook.
Hoejungsingyeong is a diary-type notebook, with various information such as a solar terms
table, geographical information, and transportation fares attached on the front and back.
There are small letters next to the text printed by date, and this is the summary of events
on that date. That is, it's kind of ‘Today in History.’

Organizing content like this must have required considerable effort, and Jang Jiyeon
published it in the Hwangseong Sinmun in 1908 and 1909. The composition and content of

Hoejungsingyeong was covered in my paper titled “A Study on Writing Activity of Jang Jiyeon
in 1908 - 1909, published in 2014. For more details, please refer to this paper.
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To summarize what has been discussed so far, Jang Jiyeon concentrated on writing after
returning home.

On the left is the 1909 part of the Yearbook written by Jang Jiyeon himself. As | said
earlier, Jang Jiyeon wrote about 10 articles and at least five books in 1909, and it can be
said that the most time and effort was spent on Man'guk Samul Giwon Yeoksa. The
Yearbook says that the compilation began in March and was completed in May, but the
preparation process, such as organizing data, must have taken longer than that.

Jang lJiyeon returned to Korea in September 1908 and wrote several works for a year or
so until he was invited to be the editor in chief by the Gyeongnam Ilbo in October 1909,
some of which were published and others remained in manuscripts. There are also books
that are not currently existent. The published works, Man'guk Samul Giwon Yeoksa, Jeopmok
Sinbeop (New Ways of Grafting), Sochae Jaebae Jeonseo (Comprehensive Guide to Cultivating
Vegetables), and the manuscript Hwawonji (the Garden Book), are included in the Collected
Works of Jang Jiyeon, and looking at the real books, all of them are quite voluminous, and
the author is believed to have played a critical role in the compilation process.

In addition, many of the contents are believed to have been written based on the
knowledge and literature obtained through overseas experiences, previous journalism
experiences, and participation in government book compilation. Compared to previous books,
you can also point out that these books deal with the themes with less political character.

So far, we have roughly summarized Jang Jiyeon's writing career, and briefly looked at his
overseas experience and his writings after returning home in relation to the compilation of
Man'guk Samul Giwon Yeoksa. | think you could guess to some extent by now, that Man'guk
Samul Giwon Yeoksa occupies a uniqgue position among Jang Jiyeon's writings.

In the next class, we'll focus on Man'guk Samul Giwon Yeoksa itself and look at what
foreign elements affected the writing of this book.

Writing Background of Man'guk Samul Giwon Yeoksa : Foreign Elements
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Hello, students. Last time, we summarized Jang Jiyeon's overall writing career and briefly
looked at his overseas experiences and writing activities after returning home in relation to
the compilation of Man'quk Samul Giwon Yeoksa. This time, we're going to focus on the book
itself and look at what foreign elements affected the writing of this book

Earlier, we looked at what kind of book it is, how it is currently evaluated, and what
position it takes in the author's writing career. Now, based on our discussion, let's look at
the contents of the book in detail and think about its writing background together.

Before discussing specific foreign factors, let's first think about the author's role.
Considering the contents of the book, especially the unusual knowledge, you might well
expect the existence of foreign literature which directly influenced the book. but even if such
literature exists, the significance of the book can be properly determined only after examining
whether the author's role is a simple translator or an active compiler. That's why I'm asking
you first to think about ‘the role of author.

If you actively accept the aforementioned evaluation of ‘the first independent world history
writing,” you may understand it as Jang Jiyeon accumulating knowledge through learning and
presenting it through writing the book independently. However, this is likely not the case.
That is because Jang Jiyeon had no experience of studying abroad and was a traditional
intellectual who lacked the ability to understand foreign languages.

Although he is considered to be ‘erudite, the area of his erudition was not far beyond
the boundaries of East Asia. In other words, with his erudition alone, it is difficult to explain
how he came to acquire the new knowledge covered in this book.

Perhaps because of this, it was suspected, early on, that the book was a retranslation. It is
also true that retranslating the Chinese or Japanese translation of Western literature could
be commonly found in Korea at that time.
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However, it is difficult to conclude that Man'guk Samul Giwon Yeoksa was written through
translation, including retranslation. There are two reasons: First, many of the 498 entries
describe Western cases together with cases in the East such as Korea, China, and Japan. I'm
not exactly sure, but it seems that there was no literature like this in China or Japan or
even in the West at the time.

Second, if you look into the entire book, you can find different notations of the same
object using Literary Chinese, especially the names of people or places. Sometimes there are
overlapping descriptions of the same event in different entries, where the transliteration of
the same proper noun changes.

So, even if there was reference that was close to the original, we could presume that
there were several, not just one. In short, it should be pointed out that even if it was a
translation of a specific literature, it must have been a fairly ‘limited" translation.

Let's take a quick look at the examples of multiple transliteration of proper nouns for the
same object. | summarized this in 2012 while writing a thesis. I've found more cases since
then, but most of the important ones are here.

In the case of William Caxton and Thomas Edison, it's hard to rule out the possibility that
the notations are the names of different people, but it's clear that the rest of the cases, the
notations for Magellan, Galilei, Herodotus, Abraham, Jacob, Assyria, Arabia, Aristotle, refer to
the same object. If he had translated one reference book, these cases would not have
appeared.

The book | paid attention to in my 2012 thesis mentioned a while ago was Saigoku Jibutsu
Kigen (the Origins of Things of Western Country) written by Nishimura Shigeki in 1879.
Nishimura Shigeki is a Japanese scholar of Rangaku (Western studies) who worked as a
member of an academic society called Meirokusha. He was a senior member of Meirokusha,
and later, he was known for insisting on fusing the Eastern and Western philosophies and
err}lphasizing ethics education.
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In Saigoku Jibutsu Kigen, you can find a number of ‘origins of things' mentioned in Man'
guk Samul Giwon Yeoka. You can also find similar expressions, not to mention the contents.
But there are a lot of differences, as well. First of all, if you look at the scale, Saigoku
Jibutsu Kigen consists of 38 chapters and 412 items in 490 pages. Its amount of description
per item is larger than that of Man'guk Samul Giwon Yeoksa, and sometimes it goes beyond
the origin of things and deals with the current use.

It describes the ‘origin, when humans first used a specific mineral or plant, and adds an
explanation that it is now common in a specific area and has a specific use. Of course, like
the title shows, it only deals with the West, so there is bound to be a significant difference
from Man'guk Samul Giwon Yeoksa, which covers the East as well.

In the preface of the book, Nishimura tells us how he gained the knowledge of the West.
“There are as many as 10 pieces of Western literature cited, but | don't bother to mention
their names one by one. Among them, the most cited is Baekmulwonsi (Origins of Hundred
Things) by Oosterzee, a Dutchman.”  ‘Oosterzee’ is the pronunciation of Nishimura added
next to the name in Literary Chinese. It is natural for Nishimura, a Rangaku scholar, to
acquire knowledge from Dutch literature.

What kind of book is Oosterzee's Origins of Hundred Things? Recently, Choe Jeonghun
discovered that the book was a small encyclopedia written in 1850 by a Dutch man named
Hendrik Marinus Christiaan van Oosterzee.

You can guess from the title that it is about the origins of objects used in everyday life,
and if you look at the real book, the items are arranged in alphabetical order like today's
dictionaries. The arrangement and description of items are quite different from Nishimura's
Saigoku Jibutsu Kigen. Nishimura must have have ‘referred to' the content of this book
rather than translating it. You can find a copy of Saigoku Jibutsu Kigen in the National
Library of Korea in Seoul. It already came into the Korean Peninsula during the colonial

period. So, did Jang Jiyeon read or utilize this book?
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Let's take a look at the book for a while. The cover contains the author, title, and year of
publication. The ‘List' is made in almost the same way as Man'guk Samul Giwon Yeoksa, but
the details are not completely the same. The two books have different chapters, and Man'quk
Samul Giwon Yeoksa has more items. In addition, they have different names for the same
event or object. Descriptions of each entry is quite long. The first entry of Chapter 1, The
Sky, is The Planet, while the first entry of the Chapter 1, Astronomy of Man'quk Samul
Giwon Yeoksa is Taegeuk (the great polarity).

In conclusion, it is unlikely that Jang Jiyeon wrote Man'guk Samul Giwon Yeoksa by directly
referring to this book. The reason for this is the difference in phonetic notations using
Chinese characters.

In many cases, similar entries describe almost the same events or objects, but Jang Jiyeon
uses different Chinese characters from Saigoku Jibutsu Kigen in transliterating the proper
nouns. There is no reason Jang Jiyeon should do so. At least Saigoku Jibutsu Kigen can't be
a direct reference, but it's hard to say that the similarity of the contents is completely
accidental.

If Jang Jiyeon's reference book was not Saigoku Jibutsu Kigen, it will be necessary to
examine if there was another book written with reference to this book.

Shibue Tamotsu is presumed to have referred to the contents of Saigoku Jibutsu Kigen a
lot while writing Seiyou Jibutsu Kigen (the Origin of Western Things) in 1894, and if you look
at the details, you will find that it is more similar to Man'quk Samul Giwon Yeoksa.

Shibue Tamotsu was a Japanese translator and author, and many of his books were
translated in Korean at the time. In particular, many writings on Western history were
introduced. Seiyou Jibutsu Kigen was published as the 46th book in 100 Short but Valuable
Books' series by Hakubunkan, and the name of the series was written along with the title on

the title page of the book.
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Then, did Jang Jiyeon refer to Shibue's book? It is hard to say that. Shibue wrote proper
nouns mainly in Katakana, and only some of them are written in Chinese characters. Jang
Jiyeon may have changed Katakana to Chinese characters, but it's unlikely.

Shibue's Seiyou Jibutsu Kigen was translated in China shortly after, in 1902 Guangxi Book
Company published it under the title of Taixi Shiwu Qiyuan (Origins of Things in the Great
West) and after a while, other publishers translated and published it. Guangxi Book Company
was one of the places Jang Jiyeon stopped by in Shanghai, as we saw earler. Of course,
Jang Jiyeon did not mention the book in his diary, but it is possible that he was interested
in the publications when he stopped by Guangxi Book Company in 1909. Let's take a look at
the table of contents and the text of Taixi Shiwu Qiyuan. It is easy to guess that it is more
similar to Man'guk Samul Giwon Yeoksa than Nishimura's book. Not only the contents but
also the phonetic notations of Chinese characters are similar. Of course, Taixi Shiwu Qiyuan
or the original Seiyou Jibutsu Kigen by Shibue cannot completely match up with Man'guk
Samul Giwon Yeoksa. Because they basically cover only Western objects.

Assuming that the compilation of Man'guk Samul Giwon Yeoksa was based on Taixi Shiwu
Qiyuan, Jang Jiyeon changed 23 chapters to 28 chapters and added at least 277 more items.
Some chapters were split or relocated, and some items were deleted while others added.
Sometimes he moved certain items to another chapter. Perhaps it was because he didn't
agree with the ‘classification’ of Taixi Shiwu Qiyuan, a translation of Seiyou Jibutsu Kigen by
Shibue.

It seems likely that Jang Jiyeon's additions in Man'guk Samul Giwon Yeoksa are mainly

descriptions of ‘things of the East,’ but actually, not all of them are. In my 2018 article,
‘Reexamining the Process of Making Man'guk Samul Giwon Yeoksa, | presented a table
comparing the contents of the two books, and this table shows that many of Jang Jiyeon's
newly added items deal with the origin of ‘things of the West.
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This is the table just mentioned comparing the structure of Taixi Shiwu Qiyuan and Man
guk Samul Giwon Yeoksa. The chapters are from Man'guk Samul Giwon Yeoksa, and in the
brackets are the cases in which the names and order are different in Taixi Shiwu Qiyuan. In
items’ column, | organized the entries of Man'guk Samul Giwon Yeoksa in three categories.
The first is the items of which Jang Jiyeon accepted the description from Taixi Shiwu Qiyuan
as the origins of Western objects. Of course, he added the descriptions of the ‘things of
the East' to them.

The second is new items added to Man'guk Samul Giwon Yeoksa, and if they are the
‘things of the West," | underlined them. As for these items, we can tell that the origins of
Western objects are described based on literature other than Taixi Shiwu Qiyuan. The third is
items that transferred to another chapter. For example, the Calendar is in Science chapter of
Taixi Shiwu Qiyuan, but it is transferred to Astronomy chapter in Man'guk Samul Giwon
Yeoksa.

The last chapter, Chapter 28 Customs and Miscellaneous Subjects, contains completely
different contents from the Miscellaneous Subjects chapter in Taixi Shiwu Qiyuan. It contains
customs, including seasonal customs, so we might say that the term ‘miscellaneous subjects’
does not define the content.

Jang lJiyeon could not directly take the descriptions in Taixi Shiwu Qiyuan. Since Man'guk
Samul Giwon Yeoksa used Korean along with Chinese characters, ‘translation’ was necessary.
In this process, errors occurred in the description of objects that the author did not know
exactly.
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Let's look at one example. Above is Taixi Shiwu Qiyuan, and below is Man'guk Samul Giwon
Yeoksa. Regarding the object ‘Amotalang gun,” or ‘Amutalang gun,” Jang Jiyeon provided an
explanation that it was invented by ‘Amuttalang of the Wiryeomjwa,’" which was a
misrepresentation of William George Armstrong. The translator of Taixi Shiwu Qiyuan changed
the katakana notation of Shibue to Chinese characters, and at this time, he used the
Chinese character z, which is commonly used to mean ‘of. ‘Amutalang gun’ is ‘Armstrong
gun,” and Jang Jiyeon, who was not familiar with it, committed the mistake of translating the
letter included in a name into ‘of. Errors are not good, but the existence of these errors
can be interpreted as clues to the author's active role.

So far, we have reviewed the foreign elements involved in the writing of Man'quk Samul
Giwon Yeoksa. | first paid attention to Nishimura Shigeki's Saigoku Jibutsu Kigen to study
this, and later Choe Jeonghun, in a follow-up study, found Shibue Tamotsu's Seiyou Jibutsu
Kigen and its Chinese translation, Taixi Shiwu Qiyuan . There is still more to be studied, but
recent research has advanced the discussion on this issue.

In the next session, we'll look at what traditional elements affected the writing of Man'gquk
Samul Giwon Yeoksa.
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9-4 Writing Background of Man'guk Samul Giwon Yeoksa: Traditional Elements

Hello, students. In the last session, we looked at the foreign elements involved in the
writing of Man'guk Samul Giwon Yeoksa. This time, we're going to look at some of the
traditional elements behind the writing of Man'guk Samul Giwon Yeoksa.

We learned earlier that Taixi Shiwu Qiyuan had a significant impact on the writing of Man
guk Samul Giwon Yeoksa. However, as we have already seen, Man'guk Samul Giwon Yeoksa is
not just a translation of Taixi Shiwu Qiyuan. Jang Jiyeon added new items, as well as
descriptions of ‘the origins the Eastern things, and changed the structure of chapters and
items, which corresponds to the structure of knowledge.

More fundamentally, it is also necessary to think about why he became interested in the
‘origins of things around the world. Of course, it is also necessary to think about the
intellectual background that enabled him to describe ‘the origins of the Eastern things' in
detail.

Now we're going to deal with this by looking at the traditional elements that made it
possible to write Man'guk Samul Giwon Yeoksa.

One of the backgrounds of Jang Jiyeon's interest in the theme of the ‘history of the
origins of things' can be found in the fact that interest in the origins of objects or the origin
of all things was prevalent in pre-modern East Asia. Of course, the question of origin may be
one of the universal questions of humankind, but a lot of systematic writings on this subject
were produced in pre-modern East Asia.
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Specifically, an 18th century scholar Igye Hong Yangho wrote Manmulwonsi (the Origins of
Everything), for example. In this book, the chapters are divided into Angwan, Buchal,
Geunchwi, Wonchwi, Japmul, Chandeok, and Byeonmyeong, and all things are placed under
them and their origins are stated. Angwan means ‘look up,” so it refers to the sky above.
Also, Buchal means ‘bending down,” so it refers to the land below. If you add up Geunchwi
that deals with human, the composition makes up ‘cheon-ji-in,'which is heaven, earth, and
humans.

But the way of finding the origin is a little different from that of Man'guk Samul Giwon
Yeoksa. Because abstract or philosophical explanations are central to the description, it is
rare to describe the origin of an object by paying attention to specific events. For example,
about the reason why the eyes become brighter at night and ears during the daytime, it
says, “The eyes are modeled after the sun. That's why we don't see much at night. The
ears are modeled after the moon. Therefore, at night, we can hear far away.”

It also says, “The hat has a raised part because it is modeled after the sky. The clothes
have both sleeves because they are modeled after a person. The skirt is four pok wide
because it is modeled after the land." Like this, it explains the reason why an object takes
a particular appearance using the concept of heaven, earth, and men.

Of course, there were some writings dealing with the specific origins of specific objects. It's

common in pre-modern yuseo (classified reference book) that a description of an item begins
with its origin. Since various yuseo were distributed in pre-modern East Asia, that knowledge
of the origin of things must have also been widely distributed. Ahuiwonram (Children's Book
of Basics), a yuseo published in Joseon in 1803, has a separate chapter called ‘Changsi,
which means the origin.
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Another yuseo, Origins of Things compiled by Gao Cheng of the Song Dynasty, clearly
expresses the interest in origins in the title. Origins of Things initially consisted of 217 items,
but they eventually increased to 1,764 as later generations expanded the book. Although the
names of 55 sections seem somewhat unusual, the items included here are ‘sa (events) and
mul (things)' in general. The book ended up containing such a vast scale of the history of
origins that people praised it saying, "there is nothing whose origin has not been examined
in this book, from Go or Xianggi, to insects or beasts." Of course, the origins in the book
have not been clearly verified. Yuseo has the property of extracting and organizing data from
the previous literature, so the ‘origins' of Origins of Things mean that they were recorded
as the ‘origins' in the previous literature.

It is not clear whether Jang Jiyeon read Origins of Things. However, its contents come
from the previous literature, and some of them are cited in other yuseo later. So it is not
strange that Joseon scholars knew the information contained here without reading it. Jang
Jiyeon was no exception.

He must have consciously or unconsciously used the tradition of ‘yuseo’ when compiling
Man'guk Samul Giwon Yeoksa. Yuseo is a book that collects data from the previous literature
and categorizes it according to a certain standard. The classification and collection mentioned
in the advertisement of Man'guk Samul Giwon Yeoksa is actually the basic attribute of yuseo.

Considering that most yuseo categorize their contents by subject, it would not be too
wrong to say that Man'guk Samul Giwon Yeoksa also has a general system of yuseo. Of
course, you can tell that Nishimura, Shibue, and the compilers of Taixi Shiwu Qiyuan were
naturally able to adopt the composition that was not very different from the tradition of
yuseo.
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In pre-modern Korea, Chinese yuseo were used, while others compiled their own if
necessary. From Daedong Unbugunok (Encyckopedia of Korea Arranged by the Rhymes of the
Entries) to Imhapilgi (Records under Forest), a variety of yuseo were compiled, some of which
were published and widely distributed. Especially, Jibongyuseol (Topical Discourses of Jibong)
was cited several times in Man'guk Samul Giwon Yeoksa, and as such, yuseo of the previous
generation were important materials for completing Man'guk Samul Giwon Yeoksa.

Jang Jiyeon also participated in the compilation of yuseo himself. As mentioned earlier
when we looked at Jang Jiyeon's writing career, he participated in the compilation of
Jeungbo Munheon Bigo (Supplementary Reference of Documents), which summarizes the
state's system and culture. Completed in 1906 and published in 1908, Jeungbo Munheon
Bigo is a kind of yuseo compiled by the government, with a vast scale of 16 go (studies)
and 250 volumes. Jang Jiyeon participated in the compilation as chanjip (collator), and you
can find his name, ‘the former official of the Ministry of the Interior, Jang Jiyeon on the list
presented here.

It is not clear what topic he wrote. However, the experience of compiling a yuseo with
such a vast scale must have been an asset in writing about various Eastern objects in Man'
guk Samul Giwon Yeoksa. He might have directly utilized the knowledge or data obtained
during the compilation of Jeungbo Munheon Bigo.

It is presumed that Jang Jiyeon also used Jeungbo Munheon Bigo directly for the
compilation of Man'quk Samul Giwon Yeoksa. Although he never directly mentioned Jeungbo
Munheon Bigo as a reference, there are cases where he made errors while quoting sentences
of the book, as well as the cases he repeated the errors in the book.
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Let's look at one example. [1] is taken from Man'quk Samul Giwon Yeoksa and [2] from
Jeungbo Munheon Bigo. [2] presents the translated text first, followed by the original Literary
Chinese. [1] says that Saseong Yi Sun first built a gwancheongi, or astronomical observation
instrument called ‘illyunsun’ in the 20th year of King Jungjong's reign. [2] says, ‘In the
20th year of King Jungjong's reign, Saseong Yi Sun obtained Ge Xiang Xin Shu (New
Elucidation of the Heavenly Bodies) from China, and in the book was an illustration of an
astronomical observation tool called ‘mokryun.” Yi Sun studied the book and made it, and it
was exquisite. It was ordered to be placed in the Office of Astronomy.”

Jang Jiyeon wrote this passage under the entry 'Gwancheongi,” and he must have intended
to select only essential information from the description of Jeungbo Munheon Bigo. The
problem is that in the phrase #%HB# FHEERE he mistook H(mok, eye) for a similar
letter, H(il, sun), and the person's name, ##(Sun), for part of the instrument's name. This is
an error that can be made when using the text of Jeungbo Munheon Bigo.

So far, we've looked at the traditional elements that affected the writing of Man'guk Samul
Giwon Yeoksa. In pre-modern East Asia, there was academic interest in origins of things,
expressed in yuseo such as Origins of Everything and Origins of Things, and Jang Jiyeon, a
traditional intellectual, was familiar with yuseo as a genre of traditional writing, and he also
had participated in the compilation of state-published yuseo.

In the next session, we will reconstruct the writing process of Man'guk Samul Giwon
Yeoksa based on the foreign and traditional elements we have looked at so far, examine its
significance in academic history.
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Writing Process and Significance of
Manguk Samul Giwon Yeoksa in Academic History

Hello, students. In the last session, we looked at the traditional elements that affected the
writing of Man'gquk Samul Giwon Yeoksa. In this session, we will take a look at the writing
process and the significance the book in academic history.

So far, we have looked at the background of the compilation of Man'guk Samul Giwon
Yeoksa by examining Jang Jiyeon's literary career, and the foreign and traditional elements in
the writing of the book. Now, based on the discussion so far, let's reconstruct the writing
process of Man'guk Samul Giwon Yeoksa.

Earlier, | pointed out that there's evidence that Jang Jiyeon described the origin of Western
objects by referring to literature other than Taixi Shiwu Qiyuan Shiwu Qiyuan, and we will
review some specific cases related to these issues while reconstructing the writing process.
Based on this, | would also like to think about the academic and historical significance of
Man'guk Samul Giwon Yeoksa. In order to reconstruct the writing process of the book, let's
first summarize what can be identified and what are difficult to identify.

Among the direct and indirect references, the first that can be identified is Taixi Shiwu
Qiyuan, a Shanghai translation of the writings of Japanese author Shibue Tamotsu. Jang
Jiyeon must have created the system of his book based on the structure of knowledge
presented in it, and gained much knowledge relating to the origins of Western objects
through this book. As for the description of the origins of Eastern objects, Yi Sugwang's
Jibongyuseol (Topical Discourses of Jibong) and Yu Deukgong's Gyeongdojapji (Miscellaneous
Records of the Capital) were the examples that directly mentioned as reference. Jibongyuseol
was discussed earlier when | mention the tradition of yuseo (classified reference book).

Gyeongdojapji was actively used while Jang Jiyeon described Chapter 28, Customs, and he
must have decided it was necessary to study it more even after the publication of Man'guk
Samul Giwon Yeoksa. In February 1909, Jang Jiyeon wrote the preface to Gyeongdojapyji,
where he expressed his ambition to write a kind of history of customs based on the book.

)
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In addition, there are many traces of reference to Korean and Chinese history books and
yuseo, but it is difficult to determine conclude if he directly refer to and quote specific
books. This is because he tended not to make distinction between direct citations and
recitations from other literature in Man'quk Samul Giwon Yeoksa. Except for a few cases of
which the reference can be inferred from errors, it is not easy to determine whether a
particular description comes from original literature or recounts what is cited in the literature
such as Jeungbo Munheon Bigo.

Also, there is a lot of knowledge that is difficult to check or guess the original source. In
particular, it is not easy to find the source of ‘the origins of Western things' that are not
listed in Taixi Shiwu Qiyuan. The last item of Chapter 22 the Machine, ‘Device, if you
examine the notations of proper nouns, it is highly likely that they were transferred from
another literature other than Taixi Shiwu Qiyuan, but it has not been identified yet.

However, if you look at Jang Jiyeon's overall writing method, you can conclude that this
demonstration of knowledge is likely to be the result of his chagi or pilgi. ‘Chagi (memo)' or
‘pilgi (note-taking) is a kind of reading logs or book reviews, where you write down
necessary phrases or your own thoughts while reading a book or any other document.

Jang lJiyeon kept on writing ‘abstracts’ of articles from newspapers or magazines, and
sometimes made a kind of ‘scrapbook. Volumes 7 and 8 of his Jang Jiyeon Jeonseo
(Complete Collection), the collection of Jang Jiyeon's writings, contain materials that are
believed to be his chagi, pilgi, or newspaper abstracts written by himself. A review of this
will be necessary to identify the origin of his knowledge. There is no specific format in the
materials contained in Volume 7 and 8, that is, the chagi or pilgi by Jang Jiyeon, but we can
guess the possibility of utilizing them through the following two types.

The left one is a summary of the information of each item, and the right one copies the
original text and records the date below. Some documents in the format on the right has
the name of the newspaper or magazine in addition to the date. It is worth noting that the
newspapers mentioned include those published in China.
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It is also noteworthy that the dates include the time when Jang Jiyeon stayed in
Vladivostok and when he stopped in Shanghai. Jang Jiyeon might not have just written
articles for the Haejo Sinmun then. If you look at the diary of that time, you can guess that
he got various books there and read them. This is part of the document titled
‘Gwanmunchorok (the Gateway Abstract). It was written in 1908, on the way from
Vladivostok and through Shanghai. It's titled ‘Military Airship,” which refers to ships moving
in the sky, or means of transportation from hot air balloons to airplanes. Let's read the
translation below the text on the right. There are three types of the recent military items:
tethered balloon, moving balloon, and airship. The first type is almost complete, but the
second and the third ones are not yet fully developed. In the UK, the capital of 600,000 won
was used to transport 5000 people. Each airship has one pilot, 100 engineers, and 200
officers, and is equipped with weapons. The most difficult task is to master steering.

It says that the tethered balloon was well developed, but the moving balloon and the
airship were not yet well developed, and describes specifically that the UK was working to
complete them. It's hard to find out what kind of airship the UK was building and training
people for, and it wasn't unusual at that time for such rumor-like news to appear in the
newspapers. The entry Airship in Man'guk Samul Giwon Yeoksa has similar information to the
article copied in the Gateway Abstract. I'll read it.

The airship was recently invented by the British. Each ship carries one pilot, 100 engineers,

200 officers, and a number of bombs and weapons. which, In wartime, are dropped in enemy
lines. Now, the UK is making it as a test at a cost of 600,000 won. The structure has not
yet been fully developed and is still being studied.
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There are some unnatural parts, such as assertion that the British were the ‘inventors,
but it is difficult to deny that the record of the Gateway Abstract is deeply related to the
description of this part, with the details such as the cost of ‘600,000 won." It's unusual to
record the timing of the invention as ‘recent, which is clearly different from other entries
where he specifically states the years or how many years ago. He seems to have had no
choice but to describe it like this, since no more information than ‘recent’ could be found in
the records of the Gateway Abstract. Another factor that influenced the writing process of
Manguk Samul Giwon Yeoksa is censorship. Censorship is wusually done by deleting
problematic phrases related to political or social customs, but in Man'guk Samul Giwon
Yeoksa, it seems to have been done in a way that required addition rather than deletion.

On the left is the cover of the manuscript in Jang Jiyeon Jeonseo. There is a seal that
says that the manuscript is censored and its publication is authorized. You can see that it's
not just a manuscript, but a draft submitted for censorship. On the right is an example of
the requirements for specific modification made during the censoring process. They asked for
correction with an attachment, and the censor is Oda Shogo. He was a historian who worked
as a professor at Keijo Imperial University.

Let's take a look at how Oda Shogo's demands were met. This is the entry ‘Mirror,” and it
says the origin of a mirror stand is added to it. First, Jang Jiyeon presents the origin of
mirrors recorded in Qian Que Ju Lei Shu (Classified Reference of Solid Mind) and Cheonjunggi
(Records of Heaven). Jang Jiyeon could have quoted from them directly, or he could have
recited the records of these texts from other books. | discussed this briefly earlier. Next, he
mentions ‘Gijagyeong (Gija's mirror)" as an example from Joseon.

Below that, we see a section that reflects Oda's demands. It mentions the Three Sacred
Treasures of Japan, one of which is the mirror. It's not that awkward, as other items have
mythological contents. Rather, it can be seen as supplementation.
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However, it is somewhat awkward to add a long description of the sword Chojigeom
(Kusanagi no Tsurugi), which is far from a mirror. It's probably because he had to
accommodate the censor's demand, but | don't think it was very helpful for perfection of the
book. However, it would be difficult to say that the damage was done by deleting certain
contents. Again, below the Japanese example, we see a record of the Western mirror. What
could be the significance of Man'guk Samul Giwon Yeoksa? In the beginning of the lecture, |
looked at some of the evaluations of this book and told you that some of them were a little
excessive, and now let's look at the significance and limitations of the book based on the
background and process of writing we have explored so far. Man'guk Samul Giwon Yeoksa is
a book of significance in the historical context, especially from the perspective of academic
history.

First, it is the ‘achievement of a traditional intellectual at a time when foreign knowledge
was flooding in. Of course, it would be meaningful to translate foreign literature as it is or
organize what you learned from foreign schools, but in such cases, it would be difficult to
find intellectual struggles and achievements like this book.

Second, it is an example of ‘knowledge distribution at the world or East Asian level. As
we saw in this lecture, we can read the pattern of the distribution of knowledge from the
Netherlands to Japan and China to Korea in books with varying types and languages.

Third, it is an example of a ‘traditional yuseo in transition. You can find out how
traditional yuseo responded to an era when various modern dictionaries, including language
dictionaries and encyclopedias emerged.

Fourth, it is a ‘document that offers the possibility of a comparative historical perspective
in early Korean studies. A comparative historical perspective is an essential element to
objectify academic research. Of course, if you ask how much Man'guk Samul Giwon Yeoksa
influenced academia at the time, it might be difficult to give you a positive answer. However,

you can say that it presented a comparative historical perspective as an available option,
although it was not adopted properly.
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On the other hand, it is also a book with many limitations. In a way, you might say that
the book itself is incomplete. Although the title says Man'quk (the whole world), it only dealt
with East Asia, Europe, and the United States, and there are many inaccurate or wrong
descriptions.

And | think the author was not satisfied with this, either. The Yearbook also shows traces
that he considered a kind of revision in 1916. However, he couldn't actually do it, and
instead, he prepared to write books that covered only Korea, such as Joseon Yugyo Yeonwon
(Origin of Confucianism in Joseon) and Daedong Siseon (Poetry of the Great East). As of
1916, the generation of Japanese international students began to work, so it would have
been difficult for Jang Jiyeon, who had a traditional academic background, to surpass them
in the subject of the ‘whole world." The existence of incomplete or inaccurate descriptions in
Man'guk Samul Giwon Yeoksa is clearly a limitation in terms of perfection, but this limitation
can be interpreted as the limit of the early 20th century in that it contains the ‘common
sense’ of the time. Even if it turns out to be wrong today, sometimes such errors
themselves can be clues to understanding the time.

One of the examples of common sense in the early 20th century is the description of the
inventor of the Japanese alphabet, Katakana. The fact that the Japanese censor didn't point
it out, the knowledge was probably being circulated in Japan, too. In fact, this knowledge can
be found in the literature of Chinese textbooks of the time.

Another example is an understanding of the Arabic numerals. It described the numbers as
originating from the Greek alphabet, which would demonstrate an idea that Arabic people
invented them. But today it is widely known that Arabic numerals originated in India, and the
Arabs played their part as intermediaries, as many textbooks say. Examples like these, if
used wisely, could be a clue to understanding Korea and the world in the early 20th century.

In this lecture, we explored what kind of book Man'guk Samul Giwon Yeoksa is and how it
was written. And we looked at its significance in the academic history and limitations, as
well. We have not yet looked at the details, so it would be difficult to actively understand
artéf appreciate the book.
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In the next lecture, we'll read some parts of the book together and think about their
meanings. | look forward to your participation in the active reading of Man'quk Samul Giwon
Yeoksa, keeping in mind the topics covered in today's lecture. Thank you.
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