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WEEK

11 Understanding Han'guk Tongsa

AMENEN Publicly Known Facts about Han'guk Tongsa

Hello, students. I'm Kim Tae Woong, one of the lecturers in this course, <Revisiting Korean
Classics>, and I'm going to give you a lecture on Han'guk Tongsa. This is the eleventh
lecture, and the theme of today's lecture is ‘Understanding Han'guk Tongsa.

Han'guk Tongsa (Painful History of Korea) is a major work of Bak Eun-sik, and we will think
about the life and writing career of the author, the background and process of writing the
book, and its impact on Korea and abroad.

In the last lecture, you learned about Jang Jiyeon's Manguk Samul Giwon Yeoksa and
explored another history of the Korean encyclopedia compilation. While keeping in mind
what we saw in the last lecture, in this lecture, we will examine the historical value and the
significance in the history of historiography of Bak Eun-sik's Han'guk Tongsa, which is an
orthodox modern history book, . Han'guk Tongsa is a history book written by Bak Eun-sik
and published by the Datong Translation House in Shanghai, China, which described the
contemporary history from the regime of Heungseon Daewongun in 1863 to the 105-Man
Incident in 1911. Today, it is a modern history of Korea, but at that time, it was a
contemporary history.

Datong Translation House is a publishing company run by Kang Guangren, the younger
brother of Kang Youwei of China, who is famous for Wuxu Reform. Bak Eun-sik's Han'guk
Tongsa was published here as one of the series of the history of each nation. Kang Youwei
prefaced this book.

First of all, | wrote the title of this book in Chinese characters, (#BlJ&5%), because you
might mistake it for another book. How is it different from Han'guk Tongsa that you know
frd
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What does the word Tongsa (i#%5), which we commonly use, mean? If you look up
‘Tongsa (i@52) in the dictionary, it is defined as ‘a style of complete history’ or history
written in this way, and it is not limited to any specific era, but a book that describes
historical process in all eras.

In fact, in Korea, Professor Han Woo-geun wrote a book called Han'guk Tongsa (Complete
History of Korea). In addition, Professor Byeon Taeseop named his Korean history book Han'
guksa Tongron, and Professor Yi Heonchang named his Korean economic history book
Hanguk Gyeongje Tongsa. Because they describe history throughout the entire period from

ancient times to modern times.

But the ‘Tongsa (f&52) of (#EEQJE5E) that I'm going to talk about in my lecture today is
made up of ‘tong (%), meaning pain and ‘sa (52), meaning history. Why did Bak Eun-sik
call his book Painful History? Directly, as he states in the introduction, it means that Korea's
history of ruin is the most miserable in the history of all other ruins of the world, and he
could not stop being resentful.

He mentions the various horrors of the great powers occupying and dominating weak
countries, emphasizing Japan controlling Korea like Taiwan, and the Japanese who entered
Korea even taking away Korean people’s property.

First, although Sweden annexed Norway and Austria annexed Hungary, there was no
discrimination, and Britain also ruled Canada but guaranteed the Constitution and let them
establish parliament. And though the British ruled India, France ruled Vietnam, and the U.S.
ruled the Philippines, they preserved the people's wealth. But Japan did not do that in Korea,

which is why he calls it Korea's painful history.
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Also, Bak Eun-sik says in his book that it is a painful history because he wrote this book
in pain, lamenting the destruction of the country. However, he believes that the country
could be taken back if he would not consider this painful history as a past and leave it as a
history book. Bak Eun-sik, for example, thinks it was possible for Jews not to lose their
identity as Jews while wandering around the world after the country collapsed because they
could preserve the teachings of their ancestors.

He predicts that India would revive someday although it was now a British colony, because
Brahman, the lifeline of the Indian spirit, was alive. On the other hand, he doesn't expect the
Mexican Natives had the possibility of resurrection, because both their tradition and letters
were destroyed after Spain defeated them, and although race existed, their spirit had already
been wiped out.

To Bak Eun-sik, history was the mind while the state was the form. Again, the mind is the
hon. It might be hard for you to understand hon here. Hon refers to the human spirit, and
if translated into English, it will be soul, spirit, or ghost.

To be more specific, hon is a non-material and supernatural being that is in a person's
body, keeps them alive, and remains forever even if they die. It's what is in the phrase we
often use, honbibaeksan, frightened or stupefied out of senses.

Therefore, he thinks that even if the country as a shape is destroyed, it could be revived
if the spirit, hon, remained. And history contains this spirit, so if you record the history of
the past and don't forget it, you can regain the country again.

So far, we have briefly reviewed the author's feelings of having to write painful history,
naming his book Han'guk Tongsa with tong as pain, unlike other ordinary scholars'
introductory books.

Next time, we will look at the life and writing career of Bak Eun-sik, the author of this
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yMEYAR Life and Writing Career of Bak Eun-sik

Hello, students. In the last session, we reviewed the author's feelings of having to write
painful history, naming his book Han'guk Tongsa with tong as pain, unlike other ordinary
scholars' introductory books.  This time, we will look at the life and writing career of Bak
Eun-sik, the author of this book.

In order to understand the value and meaning of a book, of any book, first of all, we need
to find out who wrote it, how they lived and what they thought when they wrote. The
author and the book are inseparable.

However, many modern figures were unable to keep their records due to Japanese
surveillance and censorship, so there is a lot of misinformation about them. In particular,
information on their birth and growth in those days is often not left or inaccurate, unlike
that of today.

The same goes for Bak Eun-sik. It is known that his clan is from Miryang, his courtesy
name is Seongchil, and his pen name is Gyeomgok or Baegam. In addition, as you can see
from his photographs and Song Sangdo's Giryeo Supil (Biographical Essays), he is known to
have had a medium-height, protruded cheekbones and a generous and easygoing personality
with a smile always on his face. The bust you see was made by Seoul National University
College of Education in 2015, with the support of Bak Eun-sik's grandson.

However, there is a controversy over his birthplace. Some say it is Haeju, Hwanghae-do,
and others say Hwangju. Still others say it is Samdeung, Pyeongan-do. | am often confused,
too. The reason why birthplace is important is that the social relationship in the process of
growth or the environment of the birthplace often affects a person's development. According
to a recent widely accepted opinion, he was from Hwangju, Hwanghae-do, and was so

famous that he was called genius in the whole province from an early age.
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Another important thing in tracking a person's life is the year of his birth. The birth year
has a huge impact on one's life, whether directly or indirectly. His birth year was 1859, the
10th year of King Cheoljong's reign. This is the period of surging Western powers, when
many Western ships, which were externally called yiyangseon (strange foreign vessels), came
to each coast of the Korean Peninsula and demanded trade.

In particular, Hwanghae-do was close to the Shandong Peninsula, where the Western
powers were located, so these ships frequently appeared. Bak Eun-sik must have heard
adults talking about them and been worried early on about Western barbarians invading
Joseon. And as the French army invaded Ganghwado in 1866 and the American army in
1871, he must have been appalled in Hwangju, which was close to Ganghwado Island.
Furthermore, the US. merchant ship General Sherman entered the fishing area of the
Daedong River near Hwangju in 1866.

Later, perhaps, he could write about the French Disturbance, the General Sherman Incident,
and the US Disturbance in detail not only because he collected a lot of data but also
because he had been hearing the news about these battles and concerned about them since
he was young. These events must have served as an opportunity to instill national
consciousness in his mind, however little it might be.

In addition, he must have sympathized with the need for reform more than anyone else,
listening to the stories of the end of the Sedo regime (in-law oligarchy) and the early
reforms of the Daewongun regime. In 1862, when he was four years old, a peasant rebellion
broke out in three southern provinces, and soon afterwards, Daewongun's reform would
unfold before his eyes.

Then, at the age of 17, he left his hometown to broaden his horizons and began to
expand his learning. Considering that his grandfather and father, descendants of Miryang Bak
clan, had reputation for their agricultural management skill and Confucian refinement, it is

presumed that they had an economic foundation to support such learning.
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Around this time, he met Ahn Taehun, Ahn Jung-geun's father. At that time, both Ahn
Taehun and Bak Eun-sik were praised for their talents by people in the region and they were
called ‘two prodigies in the province." His learning met a new turning point once again when
he moved to Samdeung, Pyeongan-do. In 1880, when he was 22 years old, he went to
Dureung, Gwangju, Gyeonggi-do to meet Shin Giyeong and Jeong Gwanseop, met Hong
Seungun, Hong Seokju's grandson, and became his pupil.

Some have claimed that he would have visited Gwangju and encountered Jeong Yak-yong's
scholarship. | accepted that idea, too, but recently, Professor Noh Gwanbeom of the
Kyujanggak Institute of Korean Studies argues in his book a Critical Biography of Bak Eun-sik
that he studied the literary trend of Hong Seokju from Pungsan Hong clan, who was one of
the Gyeonghwasajok, the literati of the capital. At this time, Bak Eun-sik must have learned
deeply about Daemyung-Uiriron (Loyalty to the Great Ming), the keynote of history books of
the Ming Dynasty written by those from Gyeonghwa school, the capital based intellectuals.

Thus, it is argued that this influence became the fundamental basis for Han'guk Tongsa. |
also believe that this argument is valid. However, | slightly doubt that he only learned
literature from Hong Seungun in Gwangju. | think he also had contact with the scholarship of
Jeong Yak-yong, who had been close to Hong Seokju. His interest in Yu Hyeongwon and
Jeong Yak-yong, which he later revealed through an editorial in the Hwangseong Sinmun,
must have been linked to the relationship he made at this time.

He came to Seoul at the age of 24, in 1882, to achieve fame and prestige, a dream of all
young people at the time. Then, he witnesses the Imo Soldiers’ Rebellion, the Gapsin Coup,
and the Donghak Revolution. The content of the Imo Rebellion in Han'guk Tongsa feels more
vivid and direct than descriptions of other events, which is presumed to be the result of his

first-hand hearing from the people at the time.
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And based on this experience, he drew up post-rebellion plan for an influential clan at the
time and dedicated it to the government. Although we don't know exactly who this influential
clan was, but the reform plan can be guessed from the causes of the Imo Rebellion. It must
have been to remove the tyranny and exploitation of the Min clan, the King's in-laws at that
time.

Before long, in 1884, he saw the Gapsin Coup with his own eyes. Later, he restored the
Gapsin Coup vividly through his friend's oral testimony. Then, he returned to his hometown
as if he had given up his career and became a literary figure by joining the leading
Neo-Confucian scholars of Pyeongan-do, Bak Munil and Bak Muno brothers. It seems that
while witnessing the gloomy political situation, he decided to search for a new direction
through academic discipline rather than take civil service examination or become a guest
receiving patronage from an influential family to get a government post.

And soon after, Nam Jeong-cheol, who was connected to Bak Munil brothers, came to
Pyeongan-do as the Governor, and he earned the honor of passing provincial examination.
Later, when Min Byeongseok came to Pyeongan-do as the Governor, he became a yeong
(prefect) of Sunginjeon Hall, Gija's shrine. This beginning of his official career is thought to
have been based on his academic reputation. At that time, Min Byeongseok seems to have
treated literati and Confucian scholars in Pyeongan-do favorably to expand the support base
for the royal family.

Also, watching the civil unrest in Hwanghae-do and Pyeongan-do during this period, he
must have felt the exploitation of the Min clan's regime in the 1880s and the suffering of
the people.

And when the Donghak Revolution broke out in 1894, he went to Seoul under the
direction of Min Byeongseok and met Min Yeongjun, the actual leader of the Min's regime, to
look at the political situation and listen to the government's countermeasures against the

peasant rebellion.
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However, as Min Byeongseok was ousted due to the Sino-Japanese War and the Gabo
Reform, Bak Eun-sik had to give up his dream again. Even worse, he moved to Wonju in the
midst of this, he had to listen to the trend of the messy political situation in Wonju. He
must have followed Min Byeongseok to Wonju, where he had no connection, as he was exiled
to Wonju in December 1894,

And while witnessing the rise of the righteous army in 1895 and the misery of the people
there, he became aware of people’s pain, reflected on the existing Neo-Confucianism, and
sought a new way in simugaehyeokron (contemporary affair reform), which supported reform
accommodating the changing contemporary situations.

However, soon after the Korean Empire was established and Min Byeongseok was restored,
he also came back to Seoul at the age of 40, in 1898. At this time, he encountered various
trends and thoughts in Seoul. Breaking away from Neo-Confucianism, which he had thought
was all about the world, he became interested in the Hundred Schools of Thoughts,
Buddhism, Christianity, and even science. It was the attitude of simubyeontong, adopting
different world views according to the fluctuation of the general world situations and the
state of affairs.

This was the teaching of Zhou Yi and Zhongyong that Confucian scholars have valued.
Therefore, he even urges his friends whom he studied together with to look at the
contemporary affairs and study the modern sciences. And in 1898, he submitted a
‘Statement of Opinions in the Year of Musul (the 35th year of the sexagenary cycle) to
discuss the implementation of a recommendation system. Here, he presented rules and
criteria for selecting talented people, insisting that the ministers and governors officially verify
those who they recommended, give them government posts, and take responsibility for them.
And before long, on March 31, 1900, he was appointed as an instructor at Hanseong Normal
School and taught literary Chinese and ethics. | think Min Byeongseok recommended him in
the process. Here, he experienced the characteristics of the Normal School as an educational
institution and the importance of academic disciplines taught in the Normal School.
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He advocated educational reform as an instructor, and after he quit teaching due to his
mother's death, he began to work in various fields. In his ‘Statement of Opinions in the
Year of Sinchuk (the 38th year of the sexagenary cycle) submitted in the wake of the great
famine in 1901, he insisted on importing foreign grains for relief. And the government
actually imported Indica rice for relief. This argument presented a new way of implementing
the relief measures using modern trade.

He also wrote Hakgyusinron (New Discourse on Education), where he emphasizes that a
new politics should acquire authority through Confucianism, but actively accept the modern
sciences to build a foundation for self-reliance.

After the Japan-Korea Protectorate Treaty of 1905, he drew attention as a journalist and
began to write articles protesting against the unwilling Treaty or discuss social reform as the
editor in chief of Daehan Maeil Sinbo (the Korea Daily News). In particular, he tried to
publicize the injustice of the Japan-Korea Treaty by publishing extras. It is believed that the
data obtained during this period enabled him to describe the hidden side of the Japan-Korea
Protectorate Treaty better than anyone else in Han'guk Tongsa later.

In addition, in the article ‘Singyojagang (Believing in Religion and Self-Strengthening),” he
argues that even if the nation's wealth and force are weak, the spirit of independence will
not be annihilated and national sovereignty can be restored if it preserves its religion and
history. This was the beginning of his ‘Gukhonron (theory of the National Soul),” which was
emphasized in the introduction of Han'guk Tongsa.

He also emphasized the promotion of education to foster the self-strengthening awareness
to cope with the crisis of the Korean Empire. He was subsequently elected as the principal
of the Normal Night School at the general meeting of the Seowoo (Friends of the West)
Academic Society and tried to cultivate teachers independently by establishing a private
normal school instead of Hanseong Normal School, which had been fallen into Japanese
hands. And he joined Daehan Jaganghoe (Korean Self-Empowerment Association) to spread
his self-strengthening ideas. He joined the Hwangseong Sinmun Company in April 1908 and

warked as an editorial writer.
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And by this time, he had changed from a Neo-Confucianist to a Yangmingist. He thought
of expanding his conscience as he saw some academic societies and political forces harass
people or become pro-Japanese while the prospect of protecting sovereignty weakened due
to King Gojong's forced abdication in 1907.

And that's what led him to the Yangmingism, which emphasizes the importance of the
mind as the supreme principle, and the unity of knowledge and action. In other words, he
sought a spirit of active salvation to know the pain of the public as his own through his
own yangji (original nature of mind), that is, good will, and to save the suffering public.

Now, he came to emphasize the new ethics with the new knowledge. And later, in August
1910, when the national sovereignty was lost, he calmly published Godeung Hanmun Dokbon
(Textbook for Advanced Literary Chinese) and finished writing Wangyangmyeong Silgi (Life
and Thoughts of Wang Yangming). Furthermore, he accepted mutual aid theory, which urges
to respect and protect various lives of people of various regions, and dreamed of the
coexistence of every race and ethnic group in a universal society, away from nationalism that
was overly focused on the theory of social evolution.

However, Bak Eun-sik's domestic career ended in 1910 with the country collapsed. In 1911,
he defected to Huairen County of West Jiandao, and worked at Dongchang School and

Sigyodang run by Daejongism, and here he wrote Daedonggodaesaron (Ancient History of
Korea) and Dongmyeongseongwang Silgi (Life of Dongmyeongseongwang) as textbooks. He
also wrote Mongbaegeumtaejo (Having an Audience with Emperor Taizu of Jin in a Dream), in
which he deviated from the traditional Sino-Barbarian dichotomy and regarded all the
northern peoples of the Jurchen as descendants of Dan'gun, and included their history in the
category of Korean national history.
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In particular, Mongbaegeumtaejo is a story of the national movement strategies that Bak
Eun-sik heard from Emperor Taizu of Jin in his dream, and these writings focus on
cultivating national consciousness and restoring national sovereignty. Furthermore, the book
emphasized the establishment of a new civilization that breaks down inequality in the
international and social order and realizes equality among nations and people, as a historical
task assigned to young people of the Great East.

Here you can see that he is based not only on nationalism, but also on internationalism
that advocates reciprocity and equality between countries. Around this time, he established
Dongjesa (Mutual Assistance Society) with Shin Gyusik and became the president. Here, they
created Bakdal School and offered military education. It further became the foundation for
solidarity between Korean and Chinese intellectuals for anti-Japanese campaign.

And Bak Eun-sik went to Primorsky Krai and participated in the ‘Great East Declaration of
Solidarity’ drawn up by Jo So-ang in July 1917, and became the editor in chief of the Hanjok
Gongbo (Korean Gazette).

When the Provisional Government of the Republic of Korea was established in Shanghai
after the March 1st Movement, it decided to ask for the support for Korean people's
independence at the meeting of the League of Nations following the Paris Peace Conference.
In order to provide the necessary data, the Provisional Committee for Historical Material
Compilation was organized in July of that year. Bak Eun-sik was engaged in compiling
historical records about the relationship between Korea and Japan, and in September that
year, the fourth book of Historical Records of Korea-Japan Relations was published.

This was when Bak Eun-sik began to write the history of the independence movement.
Therefore, he was able to utilize the vast amount of data collected for the compilation of
historical records. In particular, it was completed in 1920 based on the data contained in the
second and fourth books of Historical Records. His famous book, the Bloody History of the

Korean Independence Movement, published in 1920, was the result of such efforts.
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His experiences and knowledge of the national independence movement were absorbed in
this. This book deviates from the traditional historical narrative of chronology or series of
biographies, and adopts the narrative style of modern historiography, presenting history for
each subject, event, and fact. As for the major contents of the book, the first volume covers
a brief history of the Korean people, the historical events in the last moments of the Korean
Empire, invasion policy of Japan, the people's resistance to it, and the tyranny of the
Japanese Government-General.

The second volume compares the Korean and the Japanese, concluding that the two
peoples can never be combined just like ice and charcoal can't. It also describes the activities
of Koreans at home and abroad and their independence campaign just before the March 1st
Movement, the outbreak and progress of the Movement, and the statistics showing the
number of rallies in local and overseas areas, and the number of people arrested, Killed,
injured, and imprisoned.

In addition, it contains the cases of Japanese oppression and atrocities against the
Movement, the status of the independence campaign after the Movement, including the
establishment of a Provisional Government, foreign activities for national independence by all
walks of life, the struggle of the Independence Army and the battle of Qingshanli, the
activities of young people and women, the struggle of the martyrs, and the atrocities of
Japan in the West and North Jiandao with an investigation table attached.

And the appendix contains the world opinion on the independence movement of Koreans. It
has the writing of H. B. Hulbert, an American, about the Japanese invasion of Korea and the
resistance of the Korean people, and articles in the newspapers of various countries such as
China, Shanghai, and Britain, presenting the situation of the Korean independence movement.
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Later, Bak Eun-sik became the second president when Rhee Syng-man was impeached for
his petition for the League of Nations mandate, and when the constitution to abolish the
presidential system became effective as of July 1925, he stepped down from the position of
interim president. And he passed away at the Shanghai Mutual Aid Hospital at 7 p.m. on
November 1st. And his remains, which had been buried at 600 Jingan Park in Shanghai,
were relocated to Seoul National Cemetery in August 1993.

So far, we have briefly looked at the turbulent life and thoughts of the author Bak Eun-sik.
We have also covered his writing career. Next session, we will look at the background of

writing Han'guk Tongsa.
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yMEXIN Background and Motivation for Writing Han'guk Tongsa

Hello, students. Last time, we briefly looked at Bak Eun-sik's turbulent life, thoughts, and
his writing activities. This time, let's take a look at the background of writing Han'guk
Tongsa.

Why did Bak Eun-sik write this book during the rough times? Historians can write such
books in the course of academic research, but above all, they are closely related to the era
when the author lived. Here's the need to understand what kind of era it is. Also, what is
the position of this book among various writings related to Korean history? We are going to
focus on these issues.

The apparent reason for writing the book was the request of Datong Translation House, a
publishing company based in Shanghai, China. At that time, Datong Translation House was
preparing a series of modern history books from each country. British, German, French,
Russian, Austrian, Italian, and Japanese history books were planned for the modern history of
Powers, while Vietnamese, Goryeo, Mianma, Indian, Polish, Egyptian, and Jewish history books
were planned for the modern history of collapsed countries.

This book is part of the modern history of collapsed countries, and seems to be the
outcome that Bak Eun-sik finalized with the historical materials and manuscripts that he had
prepared for a long time.

First, let's look at the historical background of the writing. The year of publication was
1915, five years after the Japanese occupation of the Korean Empire. From this, you can
imagine that this book was written against the backdrop of the Japanese invasion. In
particular, as revealed in the content composition and the title Painful History of Korea, it is

inseparable from this era in that it accused the Japanese invasion and dealt with important
events in modern Korean history.
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One of the clues that shows the historical background of the writing first appears in his
letter to Kang Youwei. As already mentioned, Kang Youwei had a lot in common with Bak
Eun-sik because he, too, was a reformist who campaigned for Wuxu Reform at the end of
the Qing Dynasty and dreamed of Daedong (universal society).

Also, it is national history that | have not yet started even though | have long had the will.
There are always records and biography in every individual's death, and if you can't build a
painful history after a country of 4,000 years has gone, how can we say that it's a society
where mankind exists?

How can this be in a country called the nation of culture for millennia?

In recent decades, the sacrifices of the loyalists has risen in a row, and if we don't collect
and mark them, whose is the fault if it's not ours?

Both the gains and losses of our internal affairs and diplomacy could be warnings to the
world, and much more, China is closely related, so there is nothing more important than this
for us to be helpful for Ching, little as it might be.

In addition, we cannot delay this even for a moment to inform everyone in the world of the
miserable situation of Koreans.

But I've been wandering around and tumbling, and don't have the strength to do so, not able
to start but suffering inside, without any help from comrades.

Would you please arrange it for me?

In this letter, Bak Eun-sik explains the background and motivations of Han'guk Tongsa in
five categories.
First, in the East Asian historical tradition, whenever dynasties change, there has always been
a recapitulation of history of the previous dynasty or country.
Second, the deaths of many loyalists must be recorded in modern Korean history.
Third, various history books were published in the course of the enlightenment movement in
the later period of the Korean Empire. For example, the Biography of Euljimundeok, the
Biography of Ganggamchan, the Biography of Yi Sunshin, the History of American

Independence, The Fall of Vietnam, and A New Way of Reading History must have become
important assets for Bak Eun-sik to write Han'guk Tongsa.
Fcf?"rth, China is close to Korea, so modern Korean history will be helpful to Chinese people.
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Fifth, this kind of historical narrative is an important way for Korea to inform the
international community of the need for its independence.

Therefore, this book aims to expose the nature of the Japanese invasion, and historically
prove the legitimacy of the Korean independence movement, and ultimately, it is imperative,
as a member of the civilized world to write history

Among them, the first of the reasons to write Han'guk Tongsa is the biggest. In his
conclusion, he emphasizes that we can maintain our country if we don't lose our national
soul represented by the national religion, studies, language, and history. Even if we lose it,
we can someday restore it by relying on the national soul.

This means that a country can only be regained by properly describing and preserving the
painful history of its collapse. In short, he wrote this book because he concluded that there
was no other ways to preserve the collective memory of the people as well as history, in
order to regain the country that was taken away by the Japanese colonial rule.

So what significance does this book have in terms of the history of historiography? Is it
meaningful just because it describes the painful history of a ruined country? Above all, he
described modern Korean history not focusing on kings and their subjects, but focusing on
the people and events. The author himself admits that he made up the chapters in the order
of events imitating the new modern history books.

Of course, his description of Ahn Jung-geun still shows a pre-modern biographical narrative
style. However, such a narrative style is exceptional. Rather, it not only makes up for the
limitations of the narrative centered on events or themes, but also reinforces the
enlightening aspect.
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Next, his description breaks away from the traditional Sino-Barbarian dichotomy and adopts
the view of history focusing on sovereign states. In the past, Chinese history was described
first, followed by Joseon history. A major country other than one's own was described first.
This is the case with Bak Semu and Min Je-in's Dongmong Seonseup (Children’s First
Learning), which is a children's history book. Furthermore, many history books positioned
Joseon as a vassal state and described its history focusing on tribute relationship. But in this
book, the historical narrative describes Joseon as a sovereign state on an equal footing with
China.

Finally, it applies a modern historical narrative methodology based on causal relationships of
the events and facts. At the same time, the author not only adds comments on facts and
events at the end of the chapter, but also attaches his own opinions in annotations when
the comments are insufficient.

As such, he tries to show his own historical perspective and evaluation by accepting some
of the historical narrative systems of the previous period. In other words, his unique
historical narrative system shows his intention to open the way to liberation by urging strict
introspection on the country's ruin by applying the traditional historian's method of criticism
based on modern historical narrative.

Therefore, his direct description of the Japanese invasion and the Korean people's
movement to build a sovereign state based on causality in this book served as a strength
for Koreans to continue the anti-Japanese national movement without vyielding to the
Japanese tyranny and crafty assimilation policy.

Another important thing is that he often emphasizes self-discipline and self-reliance, not
only finding the cause of the fall of sovereign states in frustrated self-discipline and
self-reliance, but also considering them the basis for restoring national sovereignty. For
example, the Joseon government's failure to avoid its collapse depending only on the

protective treaties with Western Powers reminds us that it lacked the ability of self-discipline
and self-reliance. Because, as he saiys, “The so-called treaty is all just some pieces of writing
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This is the historical significance of his practical perception of history and modern historical
narrative. In the end, the subject can be formed only through the experience of building
one's own culture independently and through constant interactions with the outside world, so
this book is a classic to read carefully as it seeks the direction of Korean culture today. It
would be the best to understand the modern history of Korea if we read the Bloody History
of Korean Independence Movement, which is a companion piece to Han'guk Tongsa, and
explore Koreans' anti-Japanese national movement, including the March 1st Movement.

So far, we have looked at the background of writing Han'guk Tongsa and its position in
the history of historiography. Next time, we will look at the writing process and composition
of Han'guk Tongsa.
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Writing Process and Composition of Han'guk Tongsa

Hello, students. Last time, we looked at the background of writing Han'guk Tongsa and its
position in the history of historiography. In this session, we will look at the writing process
and composition of Han'guk Tongsa.

This book is neither a general thesis nor an academic research paper. Nevertheless, it is
written based on accurate facts. Let's take a look at how it was possible and what historical
data it is based on.

Like other ordinary history books, Han'guk Tongsa is not a research paper and does not
have footnotes. So it's unclear what kind of historical materials were used to write this book.

Considering that Bak Eun-sik said in a letter to Kang Yuouwei that he had not started the
work, we can guess that he had not started the writing then. However, as stated here, he
was clearly preparing to write because he felt the need and responsibility for the task. And
there's data everywhere in this book that was just not available in China. For example, the
Greathouse report, which investigated the murder of Queen Myeongseong, was thought to be
obtained in advance.

Also, the description of the Gapsin Coup contains the detailed story directly heard from a
friend who was involved in it, so it can also be assumed that he usually took notes like
other literati, whether in the form of a diary or a draft. He was recording like any other
aristocrat whether in the form of a diary or a historical draft. This is the same attitude
shown by Hwang Hyeon's Maecheon Yarok (Maecheon's Unofficial History) and Jeong Gyo's
Daehan Gyenyeonsa (History of the Waning Years of the Korean Empire).

What data did Bak Eun-sik use to write this book? Although we can't identify the exact
source of data, considering his introductory remarks stating that he referred to about 10
types, more than 10 pieces of data must have been used.




MZ g

SEQUL NATIONAL UNIVERSITY

Newspaper articles, statute books, and treaty documents must be included, which the
related laws and treaty documents transcribed throughout the book show well. And among
them is the Greathouse's investigation report of the murder of Queen Myeongseong.
However, the author himself confessed that there were some omissions data collection
because he was very busy after 1904, when the political situation was changing urgently.
Nevertheless, it seems that he had collected as much data as possible whenever he could.

In the case of the Gapsin Coup, not only did he collect Japanese politicians' evaluations
after the political coup failed, but he also presented the Japanese reactions to the
assassination of Gim Ok-gyun. The expression ‘30 years of the present king' in the section
describing Donghak Revolution also clearly shows that the first draft was written before King
Gojong's forced abdication. It looks like he had been collecting data for a long time.

In addition, he read the Wanguogongbao (A Review of the Times) published in the Qing
Dynasty and reflected on overseas events and trends in his book. He wrote down the
trends of the Japanese after the murder of Gim Ok-gyun in March 1894. Above all, while he
was working as the editor in chief of the Daehan Maeil Shinbo and the Hwangseong
Shinmun, he recorded and organized important data of that time. This can be inferred from
the fact that Ji Gyusik, who lived in Yanggeun, Gyeonggi-do, in the same period, left
newspapers and organized them.

Considering that Bak Eun-sik was busy writing numerous textbooks and books since 1911,
including Dongmyeongwang Silgi, Mongbaegeumtaejo, and Cheon'gaesomun-jeon, Han'guk

Tongsa was completed based on the arrangement of materials he had worked on before.
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In addition, he was also interested in the recently discovered or excavated epigraphs and
mentioned the recently discovered Gwanggaeto Stele. On a separate page, he also made a
title with the letters collected from the calligraphy of King Gwanggaeto. The structure of Han'
guk Tongsa is as follows. At the beginning of the book are placed the introductory remarks,
the table of contents, the preface of Kang Youwei and the introduction of Bak Eun-sik, the
list of photographs, letters collected from Gwanggaeto Stele, and various photographs are
arranged. In the end of the book, there are Bak Eun-sik's conclusion, Shin Gyusik's epilogue,
Han lJin's postface, and an errata. The main text is divided into three parts, with a total of
114 chapters.

The first part consists of two chapters each outlines the geography and history of Korea.
The second part consists of 51 chapters, which describe the series of events from the
regency of Daewongun, to the Russo-Japanese War, and the Powers' struggle for interests.
The third part consists of 61 chapters, detailing the process of Japanese occupation of the
Korean Peninsula from the establishment of the Korean Empire in 1897 to the 105-man
Incident in 1911.

Finally, | would like to tell you about several different versions, which are similar to Han'guk
Tongsa. Some of them are currently misunderstood and others need to be further utilized.

First of all, in the case of Yakgi Pyeonram (A Guide to Concise Record), which is housed in
Jangseogak of the Academy of Korean Studies, the author is unknown currently, but most of
the contents are the same as those of Han'guk Tongsa. Therefore, it is clear that this book
is a transcription of Bak Eun-sik's book.

Except for the main text, all the items are missing, and even the main text contains only
important political events such as Imo Incident, Gapsin Coup, Donghak Revolution, Eulmi
Incident, Righteous Armies, and murder of Kim Hong-jip. In addition, ‘the sacrifice of martyrs
including Min Yeonghwan' and ‘Chinese patriot Pan Zongli killed himself by jumping into the

sea’ are listed at the end.
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However, in the case of Imo Incident, articles of the same date are attached at the end,
and in the case of Gapsin Coup, the story heard from a friend is omitted at all. Therefore,
this book can't be said to be a draft of Han'guk Tongsa, but at least it can be assumed as a
transcription of some of the contents of the draft.

On the other hand, Hanmalbirok (Secret Record of the End of Korea), which had been kept
in the Bank of Korea's archives and transferred to Kyujanggak, is a representative example
of the opposite. Unlike the Shanghai version, it is in the form of a collection of writings, and
has only the main text and conclusion without introductory remarks, preface, introduction,
and illustrations in front, and epilogue and postface at the back of the main text.

Other missing phrases are added to the upper margin of the page, with missing marks left
on the body. Therefore, contrary to some researchers' assumptions, this book seems to be a
transcription of Han'guk Tongsa after 1915, not the first draft of it.

In addition, after liberation, a pro-Japanese person edited and published Han'guk Tongsa.
Also, a translated version of someone came out in Daegu. This, too, seems to have been

published by a pro-Japanese person to hide his fault.

In the next session, we will look at the impact of Han'guk Tongsa, domestic and abroad.
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W B  Impact of Han'guk Tongsa, Domestic and Abroad

Hello, students. Last time, we looked at the writing process and composition of Han'guk
Tongsa. In this session, we will look at the impact of Han'guk Tongsa, both domestic and
abroad.

First, let's take a look at the impact of the arrival of the book in colonial Joseon. In
today's terms, this book is censored and banned by Japan, so they had to smuggle it into
Korea. Therefore, it had a tremendous impact on Joseon's literati as well as on the Japanese
Government-General of Korea. Let's see how they reacted. As soon as the book was
published, it was introduced into Korea and read or transcribed and distributed. It couldn't
come in directly from China, but came through Japan. Books coming in from China had to go
through Japanese terrible surveillance and censorship, so it would not have been able to pass
customs. The Japanese were desperately preventing the book from coming into Korea, and
as they didn't succeed in doing so, they began to compile the so-called History of the
Joseon Peninsula, which they alleged to be a scientific research of Korean history.

In other words, by thoroughly distorting and manipulating Korean history to suit the taste
of Japanese imperialism, they tried to mask the truth of history and wipe out the identity of
Koreans. Thus, they mentioned the purpose of compiling History of the Joseon Peninsula in
relation to Han'guk Tongsa as follows.

A book by an overseas Korean, called Han'guk Tongsa, does not reveal the truth but
reveals its false. It goes without saying that the harm of these historical records that mislead
the people is also huge.

At that time, the Japanese were in fear of Koreans participating in anti-Japanese struggle
under the influence of Han'guk Tongsa. And their concern turned out to be a reality, and
Koreans in China, Russia, and America were able to confirm the truth of the Japanese

invasion and the passionate national movement of their ancestors by reading or hearing
aq&pt this book.
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First, in Hawaii, this book was translated and published in Korean in 1917 and used as a
textbook for Korean American students. Kim Byeongsik translated it into Korean in June,
1917 with the help of the Gukmin Sinbo (National News), run by Korean-Americans in Hawaii.
In September 1917, an unknown priest known as Gim living in Chita, Russia, translated the
book into Russian. In addition, Koreans in Korea also secretly read it, hiding from the harsh
Japanese eyes, or the Japanese used some excerpts for reference.

For example, Jang Deoksu, who was an international student in Tokyo, ordered 200 copies
of it from Shanghai and brought them into Joseon through Japan. Ha Gyeomjin, who was a
representative Confucian scholar in Yeongnam and engaged in independence movement in
Korea, cited some of the conclusions of Han'guk Tongsa in 1930. He criticized the Japanese
colonial government's plan to eliminate the book, and actively agreed with Bak Eun-sik's
opinion that ‘if the national history does not fail, the country will not fail.

Jeon Wu, another representative Confucian scholar in late period of the Korean Empire,
even confessed that he read page 133 of the third part of it in Gyehwado, Buan-gun,
Jeollabuk-do, and realized only then that in 1907, Emperor Gojong originally intended to be
the regent for the crown prince, but he was threatened and could not escape the forced
abdication. It was distributed to the extent that Jeon Wu read the original book.

Jeong Inbo recalled Bak Eun-sik in 1925, revealing that he wrote it along with Ahn
Junggeun-jeon (Biography of Ahn Junggeun) when he stayed in Shanghai. Since then, even
under the wartime system, Han'guk Tongsa was secretly distributed to some literacy groups
and read avidly.

Gim Dong-uk, who was born in 1922 and later succeeded as a Korean literature scholar,
recalled that he would have passed the Advanced Civil Service Examination in Japan if he had
not read the book in the early 1940s while attending the law department of Chuo University.

Han'guk Tongsa was a must-read book for some Korean literacy groups.
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And so the Japanese began the process of distorting the books. This is Gakguk Geunsa
(Modern History of Each Nation), currently in the collection of the National Library of Korea.
This book summarized the contents of Han'guk Tongsa but omitted the contents that were
unfavorable to them. For example, they did not write down the criminal acts they committed
in the assassination of Queen Myeongseong and omitted the fact that they interfered with
the Independence Association's campaigns behind the scenes.

They even distorted the truth by omitting a large part of the Japanese invasion or urging
the reader to refer to history books written by the Japanese. For example, the Korean
people's appeal movement against Japan-Korea Treaty of 1905 was defined as  ‘rash
behavior,” citing books by the Japanese, and the struggle of Korean imperial soldiers was
called ‘disturbance.’

The people in this photo are staff of the Central Advisory Council of the Japanese
Government-General of Korea, who took the lead in distorting history.

On the other hand, Chinese intellectuals, using Bak Eun-sik's Han'guk Tongsa to pursue
their own national interest, created literary works based on Joseon's collapse, such as Queen
Min of Korea, Drawing the Romance of Korea's Subjugation, and Hague Envoy Incident, and
tried to stimulate the Chinese people's sense of crisis. In short, they also distorted our
history into an inferior one, using modern Korean history to learn their lessons.

Distortions are not done just by the Japanese and the Chinese. It is also necessary to
examine whether some Koreans have disguised Han'guk Tongsa as their own work or
translated it incorrectly. You should go to libraries of leading universities and search for the
book. It is important to look far, but it is also time we inspected ourselves closely.

So far, we have looked at the impact of Han'gquk Tongsa, both domestic and abroad.
This is the cover of the translated and annotated edition of Han'quk Tongsa, which led me

here. | put a picture of a Korean Empire soldier taken by Frederick McKenzie, a British war
coi%*-espondent, after disbanding the army in 1907. What do you think?
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We have looked at the life and writing career of Bak Eun-sik, the background and process
of writing Han'guk Tongsa, and the impact of the book on Korea and abroad. In the next
lecture, we will go on a full-fledged time trip through the main contents of Han'guk Tongsa.
Il see you in the next lecture.
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&chinessChar=on&page=1&pre_page=1&brokerPaginginfo=&types=&searchSubjectClass
=&position=4&levelld=kn_003_0090_0030&searchKeywordType=BI&searchKeywordMeth
od=EQ&searchKeyword=%ED%95%9C%EC%98%81%EC%9A%BO+%EB%AF%BC%EC%A
1%B1%EC%A3%BC%EC%9D%98&searchKeywordConjunction=AND
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