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WEEK

12 Reading Han'guk Tongsa

12-1 Perception of Space-Time

Hello, students. I'm Kim Tae Woong, one of the lecturers in this course, <Revisiting Korean
Classics>, and I'm going to give you a lecture on Han'guk Tongsa. This is the twelfth lecture
and the theme is ‘Reading Hanguk Tongsa. This a follow-up lecture to the last one,
‘Understanding Han'guk Tongsa.

While the last lecture covered the author's career and thoughts, writing background and
compositional characteristics, this lecture analyzes the text itself. As we have time limitation,
we will explore descriptions of major events in Han'guk Tongsa (Painful History of Korea) in
detail.  You may as well read the rest of the book yourself.

As you know well, the process of history revolves around human activity, but the spatial
basis on which it unfolds is also indispensable. In this regard, let's take a look at Bak
Eun-sik's perception of the Korean Peninsula as a space for historical development. The first
chapter that opens up the main body of Han'guk Tongsa is Geographical Outline. Usually,
introductory books go straight into history, but this book doesn't. That's because Bak Eun-sik
thought that the territory and the history of the country were very closely related. Shin
Chaeho, who was close to him, explains the relationship as follows. +~&)What is history? It is
a record of the state of mental activity in which the struggles of me and others in human
society develop in time and expand in space.”

So, he saw time, land, and people as the three major components of history. In other
words, the space where | work is the space of national history, and the space where others

work is the space of world history. Therefore, when describing Joseon history, Shin Chaeho
set the Joseon people as the unit of ' and made the state of ‘' being born, raised, and
developed, as the first requirement for the description.

ot
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And he argued that it should be described in the following order: “First, where did the first
civilization originate? Second, how did the territory increase and decrease? And third, .." In
the pre-modern era, geography is just a classifier that belongs to ji (¥),’'a complementary
element of time.

This is why Jeong Yak-yong wrote Abanggangyeokgo (Historical Geography of Korea) earlier.
He argued the need for independent national land research as follows. “In my humble view,
geography is something that cannot be studied thoroughly in the world, but there is nothing
in the world that we can't help investigating more than geography.”

In this respect, it was different from the traditional geography that had only been
complementary to history. This view of geography led to the modern period of reform and
became more and more independent. This is because, as an objective condition for the
construction of modern nation, the regional-territory commonality has great significance along
with the commonality of blood ties. Bak Eun-sik, the author of Han'guk Tongsa, also
emphasized the space of history, that is, the territory.

And so, as he said in his 1911 book, Mongbaegeumtaejo (Having an Audience with
Emperor Taizu of Jin in a Dream), he ‘came to study geography to understand history
properly.” He even believed that the shape of the land had a great influence on the
formation of characters, and emphasized that young people should develop their will and
spirit through geographical research and build the foundation of their minds.

As a result, Geographical Outline in Han'guk Tongsa specifies that Korea is a peninsula
country protruding southeast of Asia, and limits the boundaries of all directions to the East
Sea, the Yellow Sea, the Yalu River, the Tumen River, and the Joseon Strait. You can tell
that the book represents the sovereignty over the territory of the Korean Empire as a
modern state. In addition, it adopts the modern meridian to indicate the territorial position,

and the east longitudinal and north latitudinal values were presented.
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In particular, Bak Eun-sik could not overlook the geopolitical condition of the Korean
Peninsula as he witnessed the Sino-Japanese War and the Russo-Japanese War. In other
parts of the book, where he explains the amity treaties with Western powers, he pointed out
that a balance of power around the Korean Peninsula would make Korea independent like all
the weaker countries in Europe, such as Switzerland and Belgium, but it would be
dangerous if any one country attempted to encroach by monopolizing the winning position. It
gives us a sense of why he puts the outline of geography in the beginning.

Bak Eun-sik also placed an overview of pre-modern Korean history after the geographical
outline before starting the description of contemporary history of Korea. He decided that
above all, the origin and development of Korean history should be summarized to help
domestic and overseas readers understand the book.

As the beginning of Korean history, he placed Dangun Joseon, which was the first country,
the first civilization. Through this, he tried to emphasize the antiquity and uniqueness of
Korean history. He also mentions the Eight Prohibitions of Jizi, pointing out the fact that
state governance was achieved through law along with edification, which demonstrates the
establishment of civilization, . He also refers to the growth and development of the Three
Kingdoms. In particular, he mentions the recently discovered Gwanggaeto Stele.

In addition, he emphasizes that the three kingdoms delivered civilization to Japan. He also
mentions Balhae. Although Dae Joyeong is described as coming from Sumo Mohe, he seems
to have wanted to emphasize that the history of Balhae is also part of the history of Korea.
Also, Hunminjeongeum is used as an example of King Sejong's achievement in the Joseon
Dynasty. It seems that he also wanted to talk about the uniqueness of Korean writing as
well as the excellence of Hangeul.

The Japanese Invasion of Korea in 1592, too, is not omitted from the description. It was
the biggest war in Korean history. And he describes Admiral Yi Sun-shin's feats here. He
goes on to state that due to this war, the social economy in the late Joseon Dynasty was
aggravated due to the weakened national power and the decreased population, which
eve ually led to the national collapse.
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In particular, he emphasizes that after the Manchu Invasion, the attempt of Northern
Expedition was thwarted, and that national defense was neglected while literature was
revered in vain. In addition, he describes that the turmoil worsened as the broader situations
changed and neighboring powers fought against each other. You can tell that he finds
internal factors of national collapse, but fundamentally emphasizes external aggression.

So far, we have looked at the chapters of Geographical Outline and Overview of History
that open up the main body of Han'guk Tongsa. We could confirm that the Korean Peninsula
is the major space for Korean history, but Manchuria is also included. In addition, Overview of
History presents Gojoseon as the beginning of Korean history, emphasizing its antiquity and
uniqueness. Furthermore, the cause of the national collapse is found internally, but at the
same time, it mentions the invasion of foreign powers.

In the next session, we will look at the Daewongun regime and the issue of opening, which
mark the beginning of modern Korean history.
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yWAYA Rejecting Open-Door and Opening the Door

Hello, students. We just looked at the Geography and History that decorate the front of
Han'guk Tongsa. In this session, we will begin reading Han'guk Tongsa in earnest, focusing on
the major events described in it.

Before we begin, I'd like to point out that the events that we're going to deal with are
those that affected the development of modern Korean history. They include major events
such as the Imo Soldiers' Rebellion, the Gapsin Coup, the Donghak Peasant Revolution, the
Gabo Reform, the Independence Association's Campaign, Japan-Korea Treaty of 1905, the
Righteous Armies War, and the Japanese Occupation of the Korean Empire. These events
clearly show independence and modernization, aggression and resistance, which have had a
significant impact on Korean history since then and define the lives of Koreans today.

First, let's look at the Daewongun regime, which was the prelude to modern Korean
history, focusing on the refusal to open the door and the process of opening the door.

The conventional view about the Daewongun regime seems to have been influenced so
much by this book that it is said to be originated from the book. Now, let's take a look at
how it portrays Daewongun's regime.

First, this is Bak Eun-sik's historical evaluation of the Daewongun regime.

He arbitrarily wielded power on everything,

Not trying to get wise men. When he took power, he hurriedly promoted civil engineering
work (such as the reconstruction of Gyeongbokgung Palace) and embezzled, abused death
penalty, and uselessly went against the current trend, thinking himself honorable with
isolationism.

This is his shortcomings and his misrule.
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Bak Eun-sik evaluates Daewongun's so-called isolationism and the reconstruction of
Gyeongbokgung Palace as his maladministration. However, he also emphasizes the reform of
Daewongun. That is, he acknowledges that Daewongun was a political revolutionary, that he
ended Sedo politics to exclude in-laws from power, broke the powerful clan, implemented
household cloth tax cloth, and abolished Seowon (private academies). As Bak Eun-sik put it,
he can be seen as a ‘great revolutionary in politics.’

Therefore, when evaluating the Imo Soldiers’ Rebellion, he emphasizes that during the reign
of Daewongun, the finances were abundant and the officials were incorrupt, so there was no
civil unrest or military rebellion. This assessment contrasts with Maecheon Hwang Hyeon's
attitude which ignores Daewongun's reform to criticize the reconstruction of Gyeongbokgung
Palace and arbitrary political management,

While Hwang Hyeon was not happy with Daewongun's tax reform as a nobleman, Bak
Eun-sik appreciates it, which indicates that he overcame the aristocratic view of history.

Next, let's look at the description of the signing of the Treaty of Ganghwa Island, which
was an epoch-making event in modern Korean history. Bak Eun-sik criticizes Daewongun's
policy of refusing to open door, and he also criticizes the signing of the Treaty of Ganghwa
Island in 1876. Bak Eun-sik's theory of self-strengthening like this cannot be understood by
the existing dichotomous way of thinking. Let's listen to him a little bit more.

If Korea opens its doors and gets along with the powers after it has obtained the ability of
self-protection and self-strengthening, commerce will benefit a lot from trade and import of
goods.

But if we don't have enough ability to protect ourselves, they will break through the fence
and get through to our inner sides, so if we reveal only the weaknesses, it will rouse the
ambition of annexation in them and paved the way for invasion.

So, this opening policy will also lead to collapse of nation. Now that we have started a

commercial war with foreigners, if our industrial and commercial abilities are competitive, the
resources we have will not be a subject of overnight concern, but do we have such abilities?
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His criticism had long been ignored due to Gaehwa (enlightenment) movement. The
argument that an unprepared opening of ports eventually leads to a national collapse was
never a claim from the extreme conservatism of Wijeong Cheoksa (defending orthodoxy and
rejecting heterodoxy), but was a historical judgment based on the reality of the time. The
author himself reveals that it was an unequal treaty, presenting the full text of it.

If they had grasped the international situation before the opening of the port and prepared
enough for the signing of the treaty, and if they had accumulated sufficient information and
knowledge about international law while holding off Japan's request more wisely, wouldn't it
have been different? However, later historians only emphasize the dichotomy between
extreme conservatism and radical reformist, and say that the latter path was the best, and
we need to think about what the result was.

Bak Eun-sik relays Li Hongzhang's advice that the weak countries such as Belgium and
Denmark signed treaties equally with European countries and emphasizes diplomacy combined
with internal solidarity and military expansion.

As Bak Eun-sik warned, the supplementary provisions of the Japan-Korea Treaty of 1876
caused a lot of economic damages. As consular jurisdiction and tax exemption were allowed
in Joseon, Japanese merchants rushed to penetrate into Korean economy where the domestic
industries were not protected, which threatened most of the domestic merchants' commercial
power.

As a result, the trade balance of Joseon gradually deteriorated as the trade increased. In
1889, imports were more than twice the amount of exports, and this led to the collapse of
industries except for only a few. This is what Bak Eun-sik pointed out about the
consequences of an unprepared opening.

Thus, this economic penetration of foreign powers raised domestic prices and caused
discontent among the urban poor. The Imo Soldiers’ Rebellion in 1882 was an expression of
such discontent.
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So far, we have looked at the Daewongun regime, which was the prelude to modern
Korean history, reading the text about the refusal to open door and opening door. Next time,
we will look at self-reliance and modernization described in Han'guk Tongsa.
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12-3 Self-reliance and Modernization

Last time, we looked at Korea's rejection to open-door and opening door. In this session,
we will look at the self-reliance and modernization described in Han'guk Tongsa.

As | said last time, the impact of the opening of the port was not small and the aftermath
was formidable. While the Imo Soldiers' Rebellion was an explosion of the sentiment
denouncing foreign influence, the Gapsin Coup was a backlash against Qing's interference in
the process of suppressing the Imo Rebellion. Let's take a look at the Imo Soldiers’ Rebellion
and the Gapsin Coup.

The Imo Soldiers’ Rebellion was a large-scale resistance movement by the lower class in
Seoul in June 1882, the 19th year of King Gojong, led by low-ranking soldiers. This incident
later attracted the attention of many historians in that it occurred when the Joseon
government was implementing a full-fledged open-door policy with the signing of the
Japan-Korea Treaty in 1876 and the U.S.-Korea Treaty in 1882.

Then, how did the author, who came to Seoul in 1882 and witnessed the Imo Soldiers'
Rebellion firsthand, perceive this incident? Unlike today's historians, he finds the cause of this
incident in the corruption of the Min family. This perception was not just the author's, but
shared by Hwang Hyeon and Jeong Gyo at the time. Hwang Hyun criticized Queen
Myeongseong for wasting the national wealth to pray for good fortune after the birth of the
prince, and the corruption of her familyin's descendants, pointing out that Daewongun's
savings were squandered as a result.

But what caused this revolt to escalate rapidly? As for this, the author finds the cause

only in the ‘revolt’ itself, and does not mention its relationship with Daewongun. Rather, he
explains that Daewongun sent Yi Gyeongha to cover it up, but he was kicked out, and the
soldiers who caused the rebellion came to Daewongun and complained of an injustice.
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He also emphasizes that Daewongun worked hard on pacification under the order of King
Gojong, and that the Rebellion developed on its own, without any connection with him. In
other words, Daewongun tried to cover up the Rebellion under King Gojong's order, but
failed, and rather, seemed to be dragged by the rebels.

On the other hand, Jeong Gyo, who wrote Daehan Gyenyeonsa (History of the Waning
Years of the Korean Empire), describes Daewongun's attempt to seize power by using this
incident. In other words, he sent soldiers to instigate the Rebellion and lead them to attack
the Mins. It's the so-called secret plot theory. Currently, academia puts a lot of weight on
the secret plot theory and presumes that although Daewongun did not lead the Imo Rebellion
from the beginning, he was deeply involved in its development process and encouraged it to
spread.

In this respect, Bak Eun-sik's argument does not follow the secret plot theory and focuses
on the Rebellion's independent character. This is something we should pay attention to. In
particular, the author notes that many of the figures that Daewongun trusted and led during
the settling process were all killed after the rebellion, and laments that there were
continuous bleeding due to rapid changes in the political situation, while few people shed
blood working for the people and the country as the noblemen.

At the same time, he emphasizes that due to the incident, foreign powers such as Japan
and Qing began to actively interfere with the Joseon government. Qing took the lead in
Joseon by suppressing the rebellion, and Japan helped the radical reformist bring about
political changes to make up for this retreat. One of the strong points of Han'guk Tongsa is
its vivid descriptions of historical events. The descriptions of the Gapsin Coup and the
author's commentaries are not an exception. It's a lot, and it's never stale because he lived
through it. Also, few events have attracted the attention of the public as well as historians
as much as the Gapsin Coup. In this regard, the Gapsin Coup portrayed in this book is the

highlight in that it was written by a witness of the time.
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The Gapsin Coup occurred in 1884 by radical reformists such as Gim Ok-gyun and Bak
Yeonghyo to promote modern reform. Although it was a ‘short-lived rule’ ending in three
days, it had a significant impact on the reformist movement since then. However, the author
named the Gapsin Coup as the ‘Rebellion of the Revolutionary Party. The name ‘Gapsin’
comes from the sexagenary cycle of 1884, and what does it mean to call it ‘the Rebellion of
the Revolutionary Party?’ Isn't it called a rebellion, and not a revolution, because he thinks it
has the character of rebellion while acknowledging that it is a movement of the
Revolutionary Party, or the Reformist Party?

Academics generally point out that after the Imo Soldiers’ Rebellion of 1882, the Qing
Dynasty interfere more with Joseon's internal affairs, escalating the conflict between the
Dongdo-seogi (Eastern ways and Western frames) faction who pushed for reform based on
the Qing's Self-Strenghening Movement and the radical reformists who tried to follow the
example of Japan's Meiji Restoration. In particular, the confrontation between the Min's
regime and the radical reformists over the national fiscal crisis reached its peak.

But the author, as a person who lived at this time, focuses on the outbreak itself. First of
all, he finds the background of the coup in East Asia's international situation surrounding

Joseon and the dynamics of domestic political forces.

Especially, while denying the role of Japan as a leading force, he emphasizes that Gim

Ok-gyun and others, while leading the coup, requested support from the Meiji government of
Japan to exclude the Qing Dynasty. In short, Gim Ok-gyun led the coup and Japan
cooperated. From this point of view, the Japanese instigation theory claimed by Japanese
scholars, is preposterous.
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Meanwhile, the author described the outbreak and development of the Coup very vividly. In
particular, the description of the injuries of the participants at the completion ceremony of
the Central Postal Administration, the official name for the Postal Administration, is striking.
What is especially important here is whether King Gojong approved Gim Ok-gyun's request
for the Japanese minister to escort the king, which later became the target of criticism. The
Japanese guards were only one company, but bringing Japanese troops in the royal court
was a matter of victory or defeat for the participants of the coup.

That's why later historical descriptions of King Gojong's personal letter vary. According to
Gapsin llok (Diary of the 1884 Coup), which Gim Ok-gyun left after the coup, King Gojong
personally wrote, “Minister of Japan shall come and escort me (HZARZMEZRERK),” with a pencil
on a white paper at Gim Ok-gyun 's request.

But, this statement is false. As Takezoe Shinichiro, the Japanese minister at the time,
claimed, the so-called personal letter just said “Japanese minister, come to protect (Hf#2K
#)." The fact that Gim Ok-gyun, the leader of the Coup, forgot this simple four-letter phrase
and remembered it as a seven-letter one clearly shows that he himself fabricated the facts
to justify what he did.

As Bak Eun-sik points out, he tried to draw in Japanese troops, but when King Gojong
refused, they wrote the four letters with a pencil on a white paper and asked the Japanese
minister for troops. Bak Eun-sik's description is more reliable in that it is consistent with the
description of Jeong Gyo's Daehan Gyenyeonsa and the result from the Joseon government's
interrogation of Japan at the time.

In addition, the vivid description of the development of events is very accurate even
compared to the comprehensive and systematic research of today. This is evidence that
although Bak Eun-sik was not at the scene, he heard about it from those who knew the

circumstances well, or searched for relevant historical data.
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The Gapsin Coup was an attempt by Gim Ok-gyun faction to take control of the political
situation by drawing in Japanese troops with illegal means. Like other existing history books,
Han'guk Tongsa has the author's evaluation of the Gapsin Coup, as a historian in a separate
annotation, which is not common in modern history books.

First, the coup faction's excessive dependence on Japan clearly shows the character of the
Gapshin Coup. The author conveys this point through the mouth of a friend who knew the
situation well, and at the same time reveals his own perception of the Gapsin Coup. That is,
he argues that they were used without knowing Japan's true intentions, saying, “Our progress
is disadvantageous to them, so, if they see our country's momentum to advance, will they
help us or try to break it down by all means?”

Also, describing Gim Ok-gyun's and Bak Yeong-hyo's lives in exile, he plainly reports Japan's
betrayal. Of course, the author acknowledges that the leaders of the coup were
revolutionaries. However, he thinks that their inexperience and lack of study led them to
hasty action, and eventually, to failure. He emphasizes that they should have won the hearts
of the people through enlightenment movement first rather than rushed to the radical coup.

In short, he criticizes that they relied on other people’s power, when revolutionists should
pushed for it on his own despite the extreme difficulties in the world. Thus, he concludes,
hasty action, without knowing the situation of the world, without profound enthusiasm and
study, and only with a rough and intrepid mettle, is bound to fail.

By the way, it is noteworthy that while describing the development of the Gapsin Coup in
detail, the book does not contain the reform plan for state administration promulgated by
the coup faction, unlike Jeong Gyo's Daehan Gyenyeonsa. This is because the author did not
meet the people who led the coup in person. And this is a disappointing part of the author's
description of the Gapsin Coup.

Finally, what we should not miss in the author's commentary is that he conveys the
atmosphere of the literati of Japan, who admired Gim Ok-gyun. This seems to be included to
pcﬂ#’-lt out the limitations of the Gapsin Coup while revealing that its leader was Gim Ok-gyun.
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In 1894, the largest and most organized peasant war in our history took place on a
national scale, starting in the northwest part of Jeolla-do. It was the so-called Donghak
Uprising. This name implies that it was a kind of civil rebellion, which reveals the author
considered it as a rebellion led by Donghak.

The main agent of the rebellion was peasants, who raised issues of land, taxes, status, and
foreign merchants' economic penetration, which were urgent problems of that time, and
demanded reform.  They set up jipgangso (local directorates) and implemented the reform
themselves.

Therefore, Donghak Uprising was a huge shock to many literati as well as the government
officials at that time. Bak Eun-sik also witnessed Donghak Uprising and described it on many
pages. It was the biggest event in modern Korean history, which finalized the stream of
history.

The author also points out that the Donghak Uprising started the nationwide rebellions in
Korea and the war between China and Japan. In addition, he was in Seoul during the
Uprising and tried to make his voice heard, closely watching the government's actions.

Therefore, he carefully describes the origins and ideas of Donghak (Eastern Learning), which
are deeply related to the rebellion, before describing the rebellion itself. First, he sees
Donghak and Donghak Uprising in close connection. So he finds the historical background of
Donghak's popularity in  the influence of Jeonggamrok (Prophecies of Jeong), the
confrontation of aristocrats, commoners, and lowborns, and the tyranny of local strongmen,
as well as the corruption and exploitation of government officials. He goes on to point out
that Donghak took advantage of this situation and diffuses in all directions, advocating the
killing of corrupt officials, the relief of people's livelihoods, the eradication of evil criminals,

and the support of the nation.
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The development of Donghak Uprising is largely divided into two stages. The first is the
stage of Gobu revolt, and the second is the stage where civil revolts developed into Donghak
Uprising due to the suppression of Yi Yongtae. Especially, the author focuses on the second
stage, and although it was not specifically mentioned, he thinks the beginning was the
meeting in Baeksan where Jeon Bongjun, Gim Gaenam, and Son Hwajung met.

This idea was widely accepted for long, but many researchers, including Shin Yongha, have
discovered historical evidences and recently confirmed that Mujang in Gochang-gun,
Jeollabuk-do, was the first place of uprising, and named the event Mujang Uprising.

This error was due to the fact that information about Donghak Uprising was not properly
transmitted to the central government at that time. In addition, today the Uprising process is
divided into four stages: the Gobu Peasant Uprising, the First Donghak Peasant War, the
Jipgangso phase, and the Second Donghak Peasant War.

It should also be noted that one of the reasons Japan intervened in Korean affairs was the
murder of Gim Ok-gyun . The author points out that it was one of the causes of the
international breakdown, emphasizing that Japanese civilians felt resentment and tried to
revenge with force. However, as already mentioned in the explanation of the Gapsin Coup, it
was a political action by the Japanese government and the far-right intellectuals, who wanted
to create a cause for the Sino-Japanese War.

Now, we can learn about how Donghak was evaluated by the literati of the time through
the author's perception. The author criticizes the superstitious nature of Donghak. In
particular, he points out that the Donghak party contained the nature of political thought and
revolution, but came from an ignorant group.

At the same time, he admits that the traditional class idea, which had been strict and
cruel, collapsed because of this, so you can say it did pioneering work of reform.
Furthermore, he argues that if armies like this enter Seoul and initiate reforms, foreign
intgrference will not be possible, so the blood of the Western revolution will be seen again

e eastern peninsula of Asia.
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He thinks that as for the Gabo Donghak Uprising, the fault lied in the government, and
criticizes the government for blaming peasants and asking for reinforcement from the Qing
Dynasty. Moreover, when he heard that the government was going to ask the Qing Dynasty
for reinforcement, he actually tried to stop the authorities from requesting reinforcement.

According to him, first, begging other countries to save their lives is a great shame for the
country, and second, he was worried that the country would not be safe if the two countries
Qing and Japan sent troops while the Tianjin Treaty was still effective. And he couldn't help
but lamenting that his prediction was correct. This is where we can get a glimpse of an
activist intellectual, rather than a historian, striving to solve the problems of the time.

Another thing to note is that the author did not overlook the Sino-Japanese War. He
briefly describes the situation of the Sino-Japanese War and defines it as the defeat of Li
Hongzhang, who argued for diplomacy against the meticulous strategy of Japanese military.

His description seems to have been based on Zhong Dong Zhanji (Record of the
Sino-Japanese War), rather than the primary historical sources of the time. Perhaps that's
why he does not clearly show which country declared war and who initiated the surprise
attack in the Sino-Japanese War.

So far, we have looked at Donghak Uprising and the Sino-Japanese War. While Donghak
Uprising was a revolutionary movement to solve the problems of Joseon society on its own,
the latter was a fierce battle between foreign powers surrounding the Korean Peninsula. In
this respect, these two events were a turning point for the fate of the Korean Peninsula.

Next time, we will look at the modern reforms described in Han'guk Tongsa.
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12-4 Modern Reforms

Hello, students. Last time, we looked at Korea's attempts for self-reliance and
modernization in Han'guk Tongsa. This time, let's take a look at the description of modern
reforms.

Donghak Uprising and the Sino-Japanese War left a huge mark on the Joseon government.
Now let's look at the descriptions of the Gabo Reform, Agwan Pacheon (King Gojong's
internal exile to the Russian legation), the establishment of the Korean Empire, and the
Russo-Japanese War that led to the end of the Korean Empire.

The Gabo Reform refers to a series of reformist movements promoted by the Joseon
government from July 1894 to February 1896. Although the reform was apparently triggered
by Japan's invasion, it was actually in the same vein with the popular reformist movement,
including Donghak Uprising. During this period, the tax and financial systems were redressed
and the class system was legally abolished. In addition, the court system was introduced, and
the foundation for the establishment of modern schools was laid.

The author also focuses on these modern reforms and introduces in detail the bills decided
by Gunguk Gimucheo (Deliberative Council). Gun'quk Gimucheo was a kind of emergency
organization set up under the Japanese coercion, but because of Japan's commitment to the
Sino-Japanese War, it carried out reforms independently, with less Japanese interference,
reflecting to some extent the needs of the government, the Gaehwa Party, or peasants. And
the result was the bills of Gun'guk Gimucheo.

Therefore, the author focuses on the reform bills decided by Gun'guk Gimucheo in the early
stage and introduces their directions and achievements in detail. These include tax and
monetary reforms, the abolition of the class system, and the improvement of the government
official selection system.
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Among them, the most notable was the first bill approved at the beginning of the meeting,
which proclaimed that Joseon was separated from the Chinese ruling order, saying, “from
now on, the year shall be counted based on the foundation of our country in domestic and
foreign official documents.” Until then, Joseon had used the Chinese era name in its official
documents, and now it discarded the practice, showing Joseon government's intention to get
away from the Sino-centric order.

Moreover, the timing of the resolution of this bill was right after the outbreak of the
Sino-Japanese War, indicating Joseon government's willingness to develop into a modern
state on par with Qing. The second bill also enabled Joseon to make revisions to unequal
treaties such as the Sino-Korean Regulations for Maritime and Overland Trade, and to send
ministers to Western countries again by restoring the rights that had been thwarted by Yuan
Shikai's interference.

In addition to these reforms on foreign relations, they decided on important reform bills
concerning every aspect of domestic affairs including politics, economy, and society.
Therefore, the readers can identify the modernity of the Gabo Reform through these bills.
We can tell that the author also thinks highly of it to see that he titled this section ‘the
new politics of the reformation of our country,although he does not presents his specific
evaluation.

What's especially noteworthy in this section is that he discusses Silhak (Practical Learning)
in the commentary. This is in line with the criticisms of Jeong Yak-yong, who had been a
role model of the author from an early age, and it is clearly different from the
contemporary literati such as sanrim (rustic literati) or yuil (talented but jobless scholars),
who paid attention only to Neo-Confucianism and stayed away from practical knowledge in
finance, military, punishment, and diplomacy.

Especially, while harshly criticizing the negative effects of Neo-Confucianism of the past and
the consequent evils of bungdang (political factions), he pays attention to the reform plans
of Bangye Yu Hyeongwon, Dasan Jeong Yak-yong, and Yeonam Bak Jiwon, calling their
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Furthermore, he emphasizes that their reformist ideas criticized the evils of existing
Neo-Confucianism and faction politics, and became the basis for developing practical and
utilitarian studies. This is the discovery of Silhak. As is well known, Silhak planned to reform
the existing land and class systems to ensure economic and social growth of peasants and
low-class people, and to create a system that could enhance the national prosperity

Therefore, his perception and evaluation of the Gabo Reform like this provide a basis for
overcoming the theory of heteronomy, which claims that it was conducted under the
Japanese interference and leadership. Today, academia of Korea has overcome this theory of
heteronomy in the Japanese academic community and clarified that although the autonomy
of reformists was in a precarious situation due to Japan's political and military interference,
the Gabo reform contributed to the construction of a modern state by following the tradition
of reformist thoughts and accepting most of the peasants' demands.

Meanwhile, the murder of Queen Myeongseong during the reform is still a hot topic that
has not yet been fully resolved today. That's because Japan systematically covered it up.
Nevertheless, the author was able to write the full story of the case in detail, because he
studied the reports of Gwon Jaehyeong and Greathouse, which came out during the
investigation of the assassination by the Korean government right after Agwan Pacheon,
reorganizing them and meticulously reconstructing the case.

The so-called ‘Official Report on the Incident’ was prepared and reported by Gwon
Jaehyeong, and the attached letter written by Greathouse, the advisor of the Ministry of Law,
confirms that the contents of the Report are accurate. These data are the reports of the
Korean government rebutting ‘the Conclusion of Preliminaries on Joseon Case' issued by the
Hiroshima District Trial Court on January 20, 1896, which shows the official position of the
Korean government.
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On February 11, 1896, shortly after Agwan Pacheon, King Gojong ordered a ‘complete and
fair investigation' of the ‘incident, and accordingly, Gwon Jaehyeong, the Vice-minister of
Ministry of Law and judge of the High Court, wrote it and reported it to Yi Beomijin, the
Minister of Justice and the chief judge of the High Court. The Ministry of Law tried to
publish the report in the official gazette but failed due to the pressure from the Japanese
minister who had known about it beforehand.

So, they published it in the March issue of the Korean Repository in 1896, a magazine
published by foreigners in Korea, and ordered Seo Jae-pil of the Independence Association to
publish it as 300 booklets in Hangeul. The government's move appears to have intended to
refute the Conclusion of Preliminaries in Hiroshima, Japan, based on facts, as well as to
make it known to foreigners to accuse Japan of its atrocities.

And the author seems to have obtained and actively utilized these documents. In addition,
he attaches the Conclusion of Preliminaries in local court of Hiroshima. In particular, the
author provides the original full text unlike those in other sections, to accurately inform
Korean readers while identifying international subtleties through the original source.

In the meantime, many Confucian scholars and peasants formed righteous armies in
protest against the assassination of Queen Myeongseong. The government and Japan sent
troops to suppress them. And to take advantage of this opportunity, groups close to
Western diplomats, including the Jeongdong Club, brought Gojong and the Crown Prince to
the Russian legation, and the Gabo Reformist cabinet collapsed. It was the so-called Agwan
Pacheon.

In February 1896, when King Gojong moved to the Russian legation, the Gim Hongjip
Cabinet collapsed. When the power between Russia and Japan was balanced as a result, the
new government wanted to embrace modern civilization to enrich the country, and became
interested in enlightening the public as well. First of all, Seo Jae-pil, who was well-versed in

Western culture, was appointed as an advisor of Jungchu-won (Central Advisory Council). Seo
Jae -pil and other pro-enlightenment intellectuals also took this opportunity to organize the
Inde endence Club.
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The Independence Club involved a large number of government officials along with
pro-enlightenment intellectuals. The general public also raised funds for the Club or actively
participated in lectures. The publication of Dongnip Sinmun (the Independence) and the
construction of Dongnipmun (Independence Gate) were the representative fruits achieved by
the government, Independence Club, and the people.

Meanwhile, when King Gojong returned from the Russian legation to Gyeongun'gung Palace,
an atmosphere for the status of the country to be raised was created, and appeals were
made to use the title of emperor. The government-licensed merchants also joined these
appeals. In response, King Gojong changed the name of the country into Daehan Jeguk (the
Korean Empire) and set the name of the era as Gwangmu, holding an imperial enthronement
ceremony to show the strength of an independent country.

The name of the state, Daehan, comes from ‘Samhan (Three Han)' meaning a country that
embraces Three Han as one, and Gwangmu is from the name of Gwangmuje, the emperor
Guangwe of the Later Han Dynasty of China, implying the determination to make the country
prosper. Thus, on October 3, 1897, King Gojong accepted the requests of his servants and
the people after declining several times. On the 12th, he wore the yellow dragon robe and
performed the imperial enthronement ceremony at Hwan'gudan Altar.

But the author focused on the Independence Club rather than the section title, the Korean
Empire itself, while describing these fluctuations of political situation. That's because he
thought that the government of Korean Empire relied on foreign powers to suppress the
Club and try to maintain its power, while the Independence Club was carrying out patriotic
and civil rights movements. He also accuses Japan of supporting the government's
suppression of the Independence club although it promised to support the Club at first.

He did not forget to criticize the Independence Club, though. He points out that the Club
was so hasty to innovate politics and rushed to succeed, that they got into conflicts with the
government. Moreover, he criticizes the Club's foundation of knowledge was shallow and
ro& h, and they rushed about furiously in vanity, unable to deal with the situations well.
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His points serve as an opportunity to recognize the Independence Club once again. In
short, the direction of reform that the author thought was to increase the power of the
people so that they could be self-reliable.

However, Korean efforts were shattered by the Russo-Japanese War, provoked by Japan.
The author also described the war situation in detail, acknowledging the critical impact of the
Russo-Japanese War on modern Korean history. It presents various battlefields on land and
in the sea, and you might say it should be called a war history book. And he shows the
process of Japan defeating Russia and gaining the Korean Empire illegally and forcefully
under the connivance of Western powers.

In particular, he describes the atrocities of the Japanese military stealing the territory of
the Korean Empire and mobilizing Korean people by force during the battle. At that time,
there was even a rumor among Koreans that when they were mobilized by the Japanese
military, they would be cannon fodder. If they refused to be mobilized, the Japanese military
called them Russian spies and killed them.

The author accused the Japanese military of occupying the land around Yongsan as military
use, destroying houses, damaging farmlands, and even digging up tombs of civilians. And in
order to provide objective proof of this atrocity, he cites the travelogue and writings of the
Westerners. He wanted to tell what the Russo-Japanese War meant to Koreans.

Next time, we will look at the Japanese invasion and Korean resistance.




MZ g

SEQUL NATIONAL UNIVERSITY

VA3  Japanese Invasion and Korean Resistance

Hello, students. Last time, we looked at the modern reform described in Han'guk Tongsa.
This time, let's take a look at the Japanese invasion and Korean resistance.

First of all, let's look at the process of Japanese invasion after the Russo-Japanese War
and the resistance of Koreans against it through Han'guk Tongsa.

When Japan won the Russo-Japanese War in 1905, it started a campaign to make the
Korean Empire its protectorate. Thus, on November 18 of the same year, they surrounded
the palace in layers with fully armed troops, threatened Emperor Gojong and his ministers to
sign the Japan-Korea Treaty, and made the Korean Empire a ‘protectorate.’

The Japan-Korea Treaty of 1905 was simply a complete deprivation of Korea's diplomatic
rights, which prevented Korea from making treaties or promises with any other country
without the approval of the Japanese government. The Treaty stipulated that one Japanese
resident-general stayed in Korea to manage only Korea's diplomacy. However, the
resident-general not only managed diplomacy, but actually oversaw all of Korea's internal
affairs.

In describing the Japan-Korea Treaty, the author used the article, ‘Full Story behind the
Conclusion of the Eulsa Treaty, of the the Hwangseong Sinmun (the Capital Gazette),
published on November 20, 1905, to illustrate the threat of Japan and forced signing,
focusing on elaborating the strong opposition of Emperor Gojong and some ministers. He
emphasizes that the treaty was forcibly signed under Japanese threats, highlighting the
logical argument and valiant attitude of Prime Minister Han Gyuseol, who opposed Ito

Hirobumi until the end.
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It is testified that during the process, the Japanese military ran out and took away the
seal and signed the treaty with it, which can be used to argue for the invalidity of the treaty
in that it was done with a threat to the head of the state. In particular, by describing every
move of each minister, he intends to leave a detailed historical record of the beginning of
Five Eulsa Traitors.

This description could not be possible without the testimony of those who attended the
meeting. Given that Japan's censorship was very severe, the author must have collected
aggressively the messages from the ministers who had been there.  Therefore, the
publication of Han'guk Tongsa cried out the illegality of Japan-Korea Treaty of 1905, and
since then, researchers of the treaty have thoroughly reviewed the book, which serves as a
clue to its illegality.

As a result, it turns out that the treaty did not go through any of the three stages of
authorization, signing, and ratification, which are normally required to validate a treaty. First
of all, the treaty is not valid because Emperor Gojong did not delegate the right to sign the
treaty to Bak Jesun, Foreign Affairs Minister. In addition, the government of the Korean
Empire did not stamp it, but Japan took away the official seal of Foreign Affairs Minister
with military force.

Finally, it was not ratified because Emperor Gojong refused to approve the treaty until the
end. Therefore, the media of the time called it ‘neugyak,’ an unwilling treaty. Since then,
Emperor Gojong constantly raised objections to the Treaty and tried to appeal to the
international community to inform them that the treaty was invalid. Also, in 1906, Francis
Rey, a prominent French international law scholar, had already argued that Japan-Korea
Treaty of 1905 was invalid.

Nevertheless, in 1905, with Japan's coercion of the Treaty and the connivance and support
of Western powers, the Korean Empire had to give Japan control over internal affairs as well
as diplomatic rights. In response, Koreans developed the Enlightenment and the

Anti-Japanese righteous army war.




MZ g

SEQUL NATIONAL UNIVERSITY

First of all, the royal family, including Emperor Gojong, appealed to the international
community about the illegality of the treaty. The Hague Secret Emissary Affair was one of
those efforts.

Russian Tsar Nicholas Il, who advocated international peace conferences, sent an invitation
to Emperor Gojong in April 1906 in absolute secrecy, which triggered the affair. Gojong
clandestinely tried to send emissaries to the conference scheduled in August of that year to
inform the international community of the Japanese invasion and invalidity of Japan-Korea
Treaty of 1905, but the meeting was canceled because some of the powers decided not to
attend.

The next vyear, in June 1907, the conference was rescheduled, and he attempted to
dispatch the emissaries again. Although the emissaries’ activities were thwarted by Japan's
sabotage, it was a good demonstration of the Korean Empire government's commitment to
protecting national sovereignty to journalists around the world. And this news was published
in the July 21 issue of the Daehan Maeil Sinbo (Korean Daily News) in 1907, showing a faint
light of hope to many people in Korea.

This is why the author recognizes the importance of this case and describes the behind
story in detail. However, unlike in other parts, the author expresses his views of history and
the world first. Based on the theory of social evolution, he was keenly aware of the harsh
order of the international community and the powers' pursuit of self-interest surrounding the
Hague Secret Emissary Affair. This shows that he reached a point where he could observe
the international situation objectively.

So, he suggests the international peace conference itself was a product of bargaining and
compromise between imperialist nations, and points out that Korea was misled by the word
peace and sent the emissaries. He already expressed this idea in his 1911 book,

Mongbaegeumtaejo (Having an Audience with Emperor Taizu of Jin in a Dream).
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“The so-called peace trial is a negotiation according to international law, which is nothing
more than a tool of the powerful and the victors. The weak and the inferior have no place
to complain of the pain and injustice.”

His perception like this is evident in other parts describing the signing of treaties with the
Western powers. That is, he understands that the so-called treaty is “all just some pieces of
writing on paper.” In the end, as the author said, “it only hastens the collapse of the country
to believe in the sweet words of foreigners in vain without the ability of self-strengthening
and self-reliance.”

The author goes on to describe the Righteous Armies War, in which soldiers of the Korean
Empire participated after the army was disbanded. The joining of soldiers completely changed
the nature of the war. By 1907, the righteous armies spread throughout the Korean
Peninsula and beyond, including Jiandao and Primorsky Krai. This is because the participation
of the disbanded soldiers improved their combat capabilities, including weapons, tactics,
discipline, and military training.

Over time, the soldiers were forced to cross the border again to Manchuria due to
Japanese military pressure. And here they built the basis of the independence forces. For
example, most of the instructors at the Military School of the New Rising had been officers
of the Korean Empire Army. Their training of the independence forces was the foundation for
the victories of the Battle of Fengwudong and Qingshanli later.

Thus, the author later defined the disbanded soldiers who occupied the majority of
independence forces along with the Confucian scholars, in the Bloody History of the Korean
Independence Movement as follows. “The Righteous army is the civilian army. They
immediately volunteer in loyalty and join the army without waiting for the royal order when

the country is in an emergency, full of enmity.”
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Ahn Junggeun's assassination of Ito Hirobumi on October 26, 1909 was a huge shock to
the people of East Asia. In particular, when imperial Japan broke its promise and devoured
the Korean Peninsula, blatantly revealing its ambition to take over Manchuria, Koreans and
the Chinese, who were helplessly watching this situation, cheered at the assassination.

Therefore, many Korean intellectuals published biographies containing Ahn Junggeun's life
and ideas to keep this incident in history. Among them, Ahn Junggeun-jeon (Biography of
Ahn Junggeun), published in 1914 by Bak Eun-sik, the author of this book, is the most
representative biography of Ahn Junggeun. Therefore, in order to properly grasp his
perception and evaluation of Ahn Junggeun, it is necessary to look into the introduction of
Ahn Junggeun-jeon.

Based on what he did, Ahn Junggeun can be said to be a patriot who saved the country by
sacrificing himself, or a martyr who avenged for Korea.

However, | think this is not enough to explain Ahn Junggeun in full. Ahn Junggeun is a
person who represented peace on his own with world-class insight.

The reason why he killed Ito was that he hoped for world peace, recognized Ito as the
enemy of peace, and thought that disaster could not be prevented unless the monster was
removed.

It is the supreme happiness to throw away an individual's life and achieve world peace. This
resulted from conflicting principles not being able to coexist.

In this way, Ahn Junggeun has world-class insight and will claim himself as the representative
of peace. How can it be said to be the revenge only for Korea?

Here, you can guess why the author described Ahn Junggeun's life. Above all, he focuses
not on the fact that Ahn Junggeun killed Ito, but on why he had no choice but to shoot

him.

In other words, he emphasizes that shooting Ito was not triggered by an individual

terrorist's impulsive ambition, but rather resulted from the strategy of the independence
movement learned by actively participating in the Enlightenment and the righteous armies
ca)m aigns and his long-planned Eastern Peace theory.
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Therefore, in this article, which is a summary of Ahn Junggeun-jeon, the author focuses on
Ahn Junggeun as a thinker who tried to practice Eastern peace with himself rather than as a
patriot or a martyr. Thus, it begins with the description of why Ito went to Harbin. And it
goes on to describe Ahn Junggeun's motive for the shooting. In short, the main structure of
this article is a contrast between [to's so-called Eastern Peace Theory and Ahn Junggeun's
Eastern Peace Theory.

Ahn Junggeun began to criticize Japan's Eastern Peace theory. The reason he shot Ito was
because he was a dangerous man who broke the peace of the East and by punishing him,
he thought he could urge Japan to return to the right path for the peace of the East.

Furthermore, Ahn Junggeun believes that all of these were actually arbitrary actions by Ito
against the will of the Japanese emperor. This judgment was also based on his ignorance of
the Japanese political system, but Ahn Junggeun seems to have chosen Ito, who was at the
forefront of the Japanese invasion of the Korean Empire at the time, in order to make his
goal clear. Therefore, Bak Eun-sik describes Ahn Junggeun's growth and life in connection
with his theory of Eastern Peace.

In particular, he emphasizes that Ahn Junggeun's Eastern Peace Theory influenced some
Japanese as well as Koreans and the Chinese, and they admired him and tried to get his
handwriting. The picture shows Ahn Junggeun's autograph. It says, “To preserve the East, we
must first change the political strategy. What's the point of regretting if the time passes and
we miss the opportunity?”

In short, history wanted to remember him. By describing Ahn Junggeun's righteous protest
in detail in his book, Bak Eun-sik might have tried to inform the oppressed around the world,
including Koreans, that Ahn Junggeun's gunfire was a cry of oppressed people thrown at
modern Japanese history, which was bent on imperialism, with the lofty ideal of Eastern

Peace.
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Imperial Japan annexed the Korean Empire on August 29, 1910. We also call it'Gyeongsul
gukchi (the shame of Gyeongsul)' because it's a disgrace of the country that happened in
1910, the year of Gyeongsul. The author recounts the process of Japan's annexation of the
Korean Empire in detail and describes Japan's arguments for annexation and the treacherous
activities of lljinhoe (Unity and Progress Society). Especially, he mentions one by one the
meticulous plans of Japan for annexation, which had been prepared early on.

This is directly refuting the claim of the high-ranking Japanese officials who frequently
argued that Japan had not intended to merge Korea, and that based on lljinhoe's merger
request, it was the result of voluntary requests from Koreans.

On the other hand, the author's main point is to reveal the illegality of the treaty during
the annexation process, and though he does not pointed out one by one based on
international law, he clearly states that Emperor Sunjong himself refused to issue the imperial
edict. This shows the lack of ratification. Of course, since Bak Eun-sik was not at the scene
in person, there might be misunderstandings and exaggerations about the scene where the
imperial edict was announced.

For example, he relates the moment when Yun Deogyeong wrote the imperial edict to
surrender the country and asked the emperor to seal it, and the emperor sobbed and
refused to allow it. Yun Deogyeong secretly took the seal after the emperor entered the
bedroom and handed it to Yi Wanyong.

However, this is based on rumors, and in fact, it is an inaccurate description because the
imperial seal had been handed over to the Residency-General since the Japan-Korea Treaty of
1907. It is also not correct that Yun Deogyeong wrote the imperial edict. It was also written
by the Residency-General. In this regard, when reading this book, it is necessary to take into
account the limitations of the author.
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However, despite these errors, the description makes us infer that Emperor Sunjong did
not readily give in to Japan's demand. In particular, according to recent research, there is no
name of the emperor, or imperial sign manual, which should be in the last part of the
imperial edict announcing the annexation.

In this respect, despite the errors, Bak Eun-sik's description provided clues for later
researchers to question and study the annexation treaty. Although incomplete, efforts of a
historian to leave the truth under difficult conditions shed light and provided clues for future
generations.

In his conclusion, the author once again reminds readers of the urgency of writing Han'quk
Tongsa. He argues that if we do not lose gukhon (the soul of the nation) represented by the
religion, the study, the language, the writing, and the history of the country, we can keep
our country, and even if we lose the country, historians should leave a national history so
that we can someday rely on the national soul to restore the country.

On the contrary, if the national soul is not preserved, no matter how strong gukbaek (the
national spirit) might be, which is represented by economic and military power, the country's
life will someday reach its end and both the soul and the spirit of the nation will disappear.

And the author lists examples of such countries in history. In the near, the history of
Balhae, a branch of our history, was not recapitulated during the Goryeo Dynasty, and Balhae
has disappeared forever on Earth. In the far, Xiongnu, Xianbei, Di and Qiang people, Jin, and
Yuan Dynasty, despite their strong military and economic power, eventually disappeared due
to lack of national soul.

Today we are living in an era of globalization. But if such globalization does not move
toward preserving and developing its own history and culture through the coexistence of
countries and ethnic groups, it will further fuel conflicts and disputes by supporting the
power's domination of the world and producing a uniform culture. In this regard, true
globalization for peace and coexistence should move toward respecting and protecting the
diverse lives of people in different regions.
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In order to achieve this, not only must we respect life and create a foundation for
coexistence with other cultures, but by fully preserving one's history that has supported this,
we must actively recognize the existence of others like our own, and seek a direction to
coexist. This is the spirit of hwai-budong (harmonious but different).

This means that as a member of the entire human race, we must enhance our cultural
capabilities, and at the same time take responsibility for the future of humanity with a
holistic view that encompasses other countries. | think this is the Daedong (Great Community)
that Bak Eun-sik dreamed of.

Thank you for listening to a lecture that is never fun for a long time. If you learned
something thoughtful and meaningful of the modern classic Han'guk Tongsa through this
lecture, | would be very happy. Thank you again, and this is the end of the lecture now.
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