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Introduction

This course introduces various types of rare historical sources we have received fro
m pre-modern Korea. By learning to read through, analyze, and appreciate specific his
torical manuscripts, students are expected to form a concrete understanding of Korea
n history. In lieu of a general introduction to Korean history, this course intents to gi
ve students opportunities to research and explore the specific social, economic, and p
olitical contexts in which historical actors produced those sources.
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Objectives

(1) By being introduced to rare historical sources, students will learn the very basic
skills of mustering sources and building specific knowledge of the past.

(2) Students will become familiar with diverse forms and genres of historical sources
derived from traditional Korea.

(3) B encountering the specific examples of such historical actors as kings, literati,
women, slaves, students will be able to develop their own research topics,
hypotheses, and theses.
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Expected Results

This course will introduce students to various sources of Korean history. By explori
ng the social, economic, and political contexts of these sources, students will learn to
interpret the meanings of history in their own ways. This course will teach students t
0 how to converse with the dead in a meaningful way to construct narratives of hist
ory.

04

Contents

Week 1 The World of Classical Chinese and Korean Historical Manuscripts
Week 2 The Confucian Classics in East Asian Traditions

Dynastic Change and the Mandate of Heaven
Week 3

(Royal Court Documents)

Week 4 Voices of the Enlightened (Literati Writings)
Week 5 Social Life and Economic Strategy
Week 6 Dialogues with Sources: Interviews with Experts
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Social Life and Economic Strategy

5-1 Literati, commoners, and slaves in Joseon society

In the previous lecture we have read three different types of literati writings!
Undoubtedly, an absolute majority of literati belonged to the elite members of Joseon
society known as Yangban ’REE.

Joseon was a stratified society with four distinctive social statuses: gentry (%),
peasantry (), artisans (I), and merchants (%), exactly in that order. Gentry formed
the Yangban class, which literally means the Two Sects, meaning the civil and military
officials.

With the adoption of the Chinese-style examination system in 958, Goryeo
introduced a competitive recruitment system.Those who were recruited as statesmen
for the elite status group in the capital were actully called Yangban. During the most
of the Goryeo period, the Yangban mostly resided in the capital; they were not to be
seen in the countryside.Toward the end of the Goryeo, the Yangban class of the
capital began to move out to the adjacent provinces to reclaim land and build the
estates for their families.During the dynastic transition, powerful local families who
made military exploits by fighting off the Japanese pirates and the Red Turbans seized
the opportunities to advance to the capital. At the same time, the Yangban of the
capital who were sidetracked during the political upheaval moved out farther away to
the Gyeongshang and Jeolla Provinces.



I.C«\' A5
s d
L
(2w

.

(E
K

% ]

%y

e

.""’t

v M SO o W W

SEOUL NATIONAL UNIVERSITY I\ Ay I

::‘)Jer es of Wisdom
Classlcal Chmese and Korean

Those former officials who moved out of the capital to be settled in local society
would be the ancestors of the local Yangban in the 15th and 16th centuries. As their
descendants participated in the civil service examinations and obtained the Saengweon
and Jinsa degrees, they could distinguish themselves from regular commoners as a
privileged class.In this fashion, the powerful local Yangban families began to be formed
in local society during the Joseon Dynasty. As a result, the local society of the rural
Yangban was formed. In other words, they were the powerful local elites who were
connected to the central government by means of participating in the civil
examinations and obtaining government positions. Of course, there were regional
differences: by the early 15th century, among the 440 odd "bongwan AE,” only 218
could produce government officials. Among the other 220 odd bongwan, many could
not produce any government officials until the late 16th century.

Bongwan by the way refers the geographic places of origin for clans in the
localities, which is often translated into the English word, choronym.” A Korean clan is
a group of people that share the same paternal ancestor; yet they identify themselves
by the combination of a bongwan and a family name.For example, In the Republic of
Korea, there are over ten million people by the surname of Kim: can you believe
this?Over ten million people by the surname of Kim, which account for over twenty
percent of the overall population in Korea.Yes, 20 percent of the whole population.The
Kims divide into approximately a hundred odd bonguan.For example, the 14th president
of Korea Kim Yeongsam's benguan was Gimnyeong whereas the 15th president Kim
Daejung’'s bongwan was Gimhae.Gimnyeong is the old place name of Gimhae.Therefore,
we have reason to believe that the two could be the same place; however, the two
are differentiated as they represent the different clans in that region.

During the 15th and 16th centuries, the local elites reclaimed land in the southern
regions by mobilizing their slaves. We might say that the Joseon dynasty might well be
called the country of the Yangban class as they formed the social, economic, and
political elites of Joseon society.In comparison with Goryeo, Joseon saw the rise of the
localized Yangban who owned many acres of land and slaves; many of them were
former government officials.During the period from the fifteenth to the nineteenth
century, the local yangban families formed the major forces of social power in Joseon
Korea.
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It has been shown by historians that lineage culture began to develop from the
mid-sixteenth century onward; as a result, the elite's single-surname villages became a
dominant feature in the countryside.

According to a Japanese survey conducted in the entire country in the 1930s, “there
were 1,685 elite villages in a total of 14,672 villages across the country in Korea."

Typically, the majority of these village communities were formed and found in the
south, the most fertile half of the peninsula. Edward Wagner, the first generation
historian of Korea in the English speaking world, used to call it “yangban crescent”
stretching across the productive alluvial plains from the southeast to the northwest of
the peninsula.

While they were the most numerous in northern Gyeongsang and southern Jeolla,
they were also scattered across Chungcheong in the central region and as far as
Hwanghae and the southern reaches of Pyeongan in the north. Some of these
settlements were said to have historical records reaching back more than five hundred
years, but a greater number had apparently been founded within the previous three
hundred years.In short, these single-surname villages originated during the process of
lineage building and covered an area.

Now let us turn the importance question of slavery in Korea! Apart from the social
strata of gentry (%), peasantry (B), artisans (I), and merchants (&), there were yet
another class of people at the lower rung of society.They were called nobi ¥, which
refers to the population of male and female slaves.In literary Chinese, no means a male
slave, and bi means a female slave.Some Korean historians are reluctant to translate
nobi into the English word slaves;however, most of historians in the English-speaking
world almost unanimously use the term slaves to refer to the nobi class.Slaves are
those who were not free, socially owned as chattel by others.
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According to the Merriam-Webster's Dictionary, chattel is an enslaved person held as
the legal property of another. Joseon society had its own way of differentiating human
beings classified as chattel from human beings classified as non-chattel.

As is generally known, a large number of people in the Korean peninsula at the
time were not the legitimate members of the Joseon state. This was the period in
which 30-40 % of the whole population were registered were registered as nobi &
(slaves) of Yangban families.In other words, they were treated as properties or chattels
of other people; through the lawful transactions certified by the state, slaves could be
purchased, bartered, inherited, and yielded.

In world historical perspective, Joseon slavery was of the worst form of deterior
conducio: According to this principle, either of the parents a slave when either of the
parents is a slave, a child inherits the slave status.This does not mean we can say
with enough confidence to define Joseon Korea as a slave society, though. The
numbers should not automatically numbers should not automatically translate into the
realities of life.We should take a qualitative approach by studying the actual social life
to evaluate the level of slavery and subordination experienced by the Joseon nobi class.
Let us discuss this issue more in full based on the existing scholarship on the history
of Korean slavery.

According to a study of 24 documents of inheritance which have been preserved in
the Yangban families of Northern Gyeongsang Province, the number of slaves being
distributed among the siblings in these families ranged from 50 to 317, somewhere in
the neighborhood of 50 to 300. In other words, each of these family owned other
human beings as chattel and inherited them to their offspring.However, the large
slave-owners were in general the high-ranking officials. Let me just repeat this.
However, a large number of slave owners were, in general, the high ranking of the
central government or the descendants of such figures.
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The number of slaves for a minister's family was rarely less than two hundred. In
the Veritable Records of the Joseon Dynasty, the official history of Joseon Dynasty, we
are told that the number of slaves owned by the royal kin or high-ranking ministers
usually amounted to several thousand, and sometimes could exceed ten thousand. As
far as we know based on the real documents we have received intact, Yi Maeng-hyeon
ZFHE, who was the first adviser in the Office of Literary Enhancement (GAMEEAIZER)
during the mid-15th century owned the highest number of slaves: 758.Interestingly,
after his descendants moved to Yeonghae ZEig, Gyeongsang Province, the number of
slaves owned by his descendants dramatically decreased to 71 by the late 16th
century.We can see that some sea changes were taking place during the transition
from the 15th to the 16th century, which calls for a close historical inquiry.We will try
to address this issue by reading through the actual documents in a little while.

Now, the social terms by which the state differentiated the commoners and slaves
were the bounded pair of “good” (yang) versus “base” (cheon): the commoners were of
“good” status whereas the slaves (nobi) were of base status. Let's read from the
renowned historian of Professor Martina Deuchler's book, Under the Ancestors’ Eyes.

“Korean slavery was unique for at least two reasons. Unlike most other slave
systems, the Chinese excepted, Korean slaves did not differ ethnically from their
masters.Furthermore, they constituted up to 40 percent of a total population of some
nine million people around 1500. The origin of Korea's slave system is obscure.Though
it was often attributed to a ruling by the legendary Kija, according to which thieves
and robbers were to be enslaved, it was more likely and more likely started on a large
scale with the enslavement of prisoners of war during Silla’'s and, later, Koryd's
unification wars."So argues Deuchler in her new book, Under the Ancestors'Eyes).
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As to the origins and development of Korean slavery, Professor Yi Yeong-hun offers
another compelling interpretation. Here is what he argues:“According to the household
registers of San'eum 4F& County in Gyeongsang Province as of 1606, the number of
slaves constituted 41% of the overall population; according to that of Ulsan,
Gyeongsang, it was 47%.The numbers given in the registers were usually untrustworthy
because tax evaders of the commoners'status not infrequently registered themselves
under the neighboring yangban families.For this reason, the researchers often
conjecture that the number of slaves in the early-17th century south constituted
roughly 30-40%...The number of slaves in Goryeo remained, however, at around 3-4%
of the population.”3-4% during the Goryeo now it rose to 30%-40% in Joseon Dynasty.

What could have been the historical reasons for this dramatic increase to 30-40%7
What could have been the historical reasons for this dramatic increase of slave
population to 30-40%7?This is a most interesting research question for showing the
unigueness of Korean history in comparison with Chinese and Japanese history.

Professor Yi Yeonghun explains the dramatic increase of the slave population by
pointing to the jongcheon beop #EERZ, literally translated into English as “the Law of
Following Base Status”: the legal principle by which the legal status of a newborn is
determined by the lower status of its biological parents. Its principle was generally
stated in the phrase: il cheon jeuk cheon (—BZRIEZ): which can literally translate into
English as“when either of the parents'status is base, their child takes base status.”
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For example, if the birth mother was a slave and the father a minister, the newborn
was registered as a slave; if the birth mother was a commoner, and the father a
slave, the newborn became a slave. This is the most dehumanizing form of slavery
defined as the principle of deterior condicio, according to which the child always took
the status of the parent with the lower status.The principle of deterior condicio,
according to the Jamaican historical sociologist, Orlando Peterson, who wrote
path-breaking books in the field of comparative slave studies, was the Chinese rules
since the Han dynasty.The rigid Chinese pattern of the Han dynasty was in contrast
with the general Roman rule of the ius gentium (Roman private law).Roman private law
stated that if born of a lawful marriage, the child took the status of the father, and if
not, it took that of the mother.

In the subsequent ears of Chinese history, the principle of deterior condicio
weakened over time especially during the period of Tang and Song times in medieval
China. On the changing institution of Chinese slavery, Orlando Peterson writes:"Between
the eighth and twelfth centuries in China, if a freewoman had a child by a slave, the
child became a state slave and the woman was severely punished.However, in the
event that a commoner girl had married a slave in the genuinely mistaken belief that
he was "good" (that is, not a slave), the child remained free."(Peterson, Slavery and
Social Death, 142).Now, this might be confusing to you somewhat, but let me just take
a look. However, in the event that a commoner girl married a slave and the genuienely
mistaken belief that he was good.

10
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In other words, if a commoner girl married a slave not knowing that he was a slave,
the child remains free. We can see that the Chinese pattern during the medieval
period was becoming more and more akin to the Roman Rule of the ius
gentium.Finally, in the Yuan dynasty (171-1368), slaves and "good" persons were
allowed to intermarry, but the wife always assumed the status of the husband.Slave
women married to "free" men became free, while "free" women married to slaves
became slaves.We can say that the laws of the Mongol Empire marked a major
triumph in the long march toward the march toward humanization of the earlier
Chinese practice.Not surprisingly, the Goryeo slavery under Mongol rule was also
influenced by the laws of the Mongol Empire: the principle of deterior condicio was not
strictly applied.lt was not srictly applied during the Goryeo Period.What's more, the
number of slaves remained low at around 3-4% of the overall population.

During King Taejong’'s reign in Joseon, the government tried to suppress the
increase of the slave population by discouraging the marriage between commoners and
slaves, nullifying such marriages, or elevating the status of their children to
commoners; During King Sejong’'s reign, however, the intermarriage between
commoners and slaves was legally permitted and the principle of deterior condicio was
strictly enforced.

By the early fifteen century, the intermarriage between commoners and slaves
remained low at around 10-20%,; starting from the late fifteenth century, the
percentage of mixed marriages took off, and by the late sixteenth century, it remained
at around 40-60%. 40%-60%.The increase of mixed marriages combined with the strict
enforcement of the principle of deterior condicio resulted in the explosion of slave
population to 30-40%, a dramatic tenfold increase from the late Gorye to the late
fifteenth century Joseon.

11
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What exactly did it mean for the state to legalize “the Law of Following Base
Status"? It would practically be to allow slave-owning families to increase the number
of slaves through intermarriage!No matter how a female slave gets pregnant and gives
birth to children, all of them would be added on to the property list of the
slave-owning family.For this reason, slave-owners typically prohibited their male and
female slaves from falling in love and marrying one another because female slaves
would then be unable to reproduce to their full potentials!A slave-owner would typically
punish a male slave who marries the female slave of another master because then
their children should all be owned by that master:Obviously, it would result in the loss
of food and shelter for that slave-owner.This is so very inhumane indeed.

With these general views of Joseon society, let us now read an amazing collection

of historical manuscripts, most of which were created by the yangban families and
preserved in their family archives by their descendants.

12
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m Inheriting Slaves and Dividing Properties

Since the early Joseon Dynasty, when the people bought and sold or gave to others
their properties, they had to create the standard forms of legal documents. Yes, they
had to create the standard forms of legal documents. In other words, the state
requested the creation of such documents for economic actors, examined all the
documents created, and certified them if and only if they cohered to the standardized
forms.All manner of economic transactions had to go through the process of
notarization at the local government seat by clerks.In this regard, the royal court was
no exceptionllLet's take a look at the Royal Instruction issued by King Injo to his
second son Prince Bonglim in 1631.

On the 28th day of the 2nd month in 1631, King Injo {Zf8(r. 1623-1649), the 16th
monarch of the Joseon Dynasty, wrote down his decision to give 53 public slaves to
Prince Bonglim [B#AX#&E who would ascend the throne 18 vyear thereafter. In
accordance with the standard form, this document was created on a single sheet of
paper and stamped seven times with the Royal Seal.Except for the formulaic wordings
at the beginning and end of this documents, everything else is nothing other than a
list of the names, years of birth, places of residence of 53 government slaves (BE%),
respectively.These slaves were based in diverse places in the middle and southern
regions of Korea.

One vyear later, on the 10th day of the 8th month in 1632, King Injo bequeathed
yet another group of 52 government slaves. These slaves were based mostly in the
Gangwoen area.Like the document right before, we have seen this document follows
the same standard form with the stamping of the royal seal.As you can see on the
screen, we can see that even the king followed the standardized legal process of
bequeathing government properties to a prince, the would-be heir apparent who
eventually succeeded him.

13
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The standardized forms and procedures of making legal documents were stipulated
in the Great Compendium of Administration #&EEAE#, the standard code of the Joseon
Dynasty.King Sejo (r. 1455 - 1468) ordered the initial compilation of the previously
issued regulations, and then the code was revised during the age of King Yejong (r.
1468-1469).Finally, King Seonjong (r. 1469-1494) proclaimed the completion of the
codes.Once the legal system was established with the completion of the Great
Compendium of Administration, formal documentation, for both personal and official
use, was required for all legal activities.lt was required of everybody for all legal
activities. According to the ‘Clause on Private Slaves' in the “Penal Code” of the Great
Compendium of Administration, the transmission of property from both the maternal
and paternal side of the family (including grandparents, parents, maternal grandparents
and the parents of one's wife) to any of their descendants required documentation.

In other words, the state codified the legal processes by which families or lineages
should and could distribute their inherited family properties amongst family members.
The three most important properties were in the forms of lands, houses, and slaves.It
is not strange that the government intervened in the distribution of private properties,
as it involved the distribution of economic resources and manpower.For this reason, the
state required that the private actors create the proper legal documents in which they
should clearly state how the family properties were to be distributed amongst the
siblings and family members."For such reasons, an unprecendented production a new
kind of documentations that recorded these property was created to record the deeds
of property distribution, which historians call Bunjaeji, or, literally, “the records of
dividing wealth." Bunjaegi documents describe how the descendants convened, and
agreed on how to distribute their lands, slaves, houses, and other various items.Let's
look at one of such documents from the mid-fifteenth century.

14
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This document records the agreement reached by the four sons of Ryu Bin,
including Ryu Uison. It specifies the distribution of slaves that formerly belonged to
their parents. The eldest son, Ryu Gyeongson, was already deceased at the time of this
documentation at the time when this document was made for which his son Ryu Gaegi
was present on behalf of his deceased father.Can you imagine this situation when the
siblings gathered together to distribute their stakes among themselves? The documents
have been preserved by the descendants of Ryu Uison.Hence the title: the “Document
of Agreed Intestacy between Ryu Uison and His Brothers." However, other sources
strongly suggest that this agreement took place sometime between 1447 to 1450.Ryu
Uison, as we can expect, was far from being a nobody.According to the Veritable
Records of the Joseon Dynasty, he was appointed Second Minister of Rites on the
fourth day of the tenth month, 1447. He lost his father in the following year and died
in 1450.

Interestingly, this document only mentions the distribution of three hundred and
eighty slaves. Let me repeat this. 380 slaves were distributed among the siblings. Six
slaves were reserved for ancestral service duties, and each of the four siblings was
granted eighty to ninety slaves on average.Ten slaves were allocated to the eldest son
of Ryu Bin's eldest son, and one slave to each of the remaining grandchildren.More
than one hundred slaves were listed as offspring of existing slaves.Following the
standard form, this document itself was originally written on a single sheet of paper,
folded and placed into an envelop.

Isn't this amazing? In the mid-fifteenth century, the four brothers of the Ryu family

distributed amongst themselves as many as 380 slaves they had inherited from their
deceased father,

15
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Here is yet another document that records the slave distribution among the nine
children of Yi Maenghyeon (1436-1487), including Yi Ae (1480-1561), in 1494. Now,
here in this document, 758 were distributed almost equally among the siblings. At the
first meeting on the twenty seventh day of the sixth month in 1494, six hundred and
seventy-nine slaves were distributed almost equally amongst the nine siblings (seventy
to seventy-eight slaves on average each), and the second distribution around a month
later divided the remaining seventy-nine slaves (eight to ten slaves each).

Now, at the first distribution, however, the eldest son Yi Sang received ninety-seven
slaves, twenty more than his siblings. The record does not specify the reason, but it is
assumed that Yi Sang's share included slaves reserved for ancestral services; because
he has to preside over ancestral worship. or At least we can make an educated guess
based on scholarship that argues for the rise of the patrilineal kinship system starting
from the sixteenth century we can make this case.

Here's what we know about this family: “The family achieved remarkable growth in
comparison with the generation of Yi Maenghyeon's grandfather, who lived in seclusion
after the founding of Joseon Dynasty.Yi Maenghyeon's father Yi Gaeji (1451-1487) did
not enter government service but became the son-in-law of Ha Gyeong-ri, who had a
powerful base built by his family over generations.Therefore, the large number of
slaves living in Gyeongsang Province were likely to have come from the Ha family."
(from More than Wills) Property Distribution Documents of the Joseon Dynasty

However, from what little we know about this family, we cannot presume to know
anything about the social realities of the day. Let's take a look at the regional
distribution of slaves listed in this document.This document records slaves by the
region of residence, and mentions sixty-eight can you believe this? 68 different regions
across the eight provinces of Joseon Dynasty Korea.Take a look at this map created by
the researchers of the Academy of Korean studies.As you can see, the slaves were
distributed from the northernmost part of Korea to the southernmost part of Korea
and jeju island. This family owned slaves who were based all over in the Korean
peninsula. Can you believe this? How could they manage all these slaves?

16
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Looking at this document, we have more questions than answers. What does the
nationwide location of owned slaves reveal?What does it tell us? That the Yi household
was exceptionally wealthy?That the family was extraordinarily powerful?That this family
was able to collect tributes from slaves who were somehow on their own?How could
such a large number of slaves all over Korea be enrolled as the chattels of this one
particular family?How the heck did they manage their own slaves?What if those slaves
ran away?Did they have the necessary infrastructure to control their slaves?If this
document had a legal validity, what role did the state play in terms of making it
legal?Did the state help this family maintain their ownership of those slaves?What did
the state get in return for notarizing the Yi family’'s ownership of their slaves?By the
way, is the English words such as slave and slavery the right terms for describing the
social realities of those nobi?Yes, the more we observe this document, the more
ignorant we should become!We should admit that our understanding of Joseon slavery
still remains at an incipient stage right now.

17
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5-3 Family Strategies and the Ways of Survival

As Joseon was a predominately agrarian economy land was the most valuable
property. While formally all land belonged to and was taxed by the King, increasing
amounts of land were held in private ownership, and they had private ownership of a
land mostly by Yangban families employing slaves and servants to do the fieldworks.
work to fields.These families often drafted records of property distribution, in order to
legally document the transfer of land to the next generation to generation and to
prevent disputes among later generations.

The absence or loss of family members often presented families in Korea with the
problem of what to do about those who were kidnapped by the Japanese or went
missing during the war.They had to distribute properties amongst the remaining family
members in a state of uncertainty; but what if other family members should show up
after many years?

Let us now turn to yet another highly interesting document that shows how the
families had to struggle during and after the Imjin War. The following two records of
property distribution document the serendipitous case of the Ha clan from Chinju in
southern Gyeongshang Province. Both documents have most likely been drafted by
Changju Ha Deung (&M 3@t%) and concern his younger brother named Ha Byeon (]
1%).The first document was created in 1597, What you see on the screen is the actual
photo of the document. The year when the Japanese invaded Joseon for the second
time. This document was created in 1597. The second document is a sequel to the
first one created twenty years after.Let us take a look at the first one first.

“The document mentioned on the right is as follows.During the chaos of the
Jeongyu year [1597], our brothers were dispersed, and some went missing. Nothing
can be done for the deceased, but one of them has been held captive in the foreign
country, referring to [Japan].We still have hope for his return. We still hope that he
would return. Five years have passed. Now the Sea of Whale [Hyeonhaetan H6HE!]
between us prohibits us from receiving reliable news of his whereabouts.

18
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He is without an heir, therefore we cannot avoid deciding [his share for the
ancestral rites] as early as possible.

Shedding tears, we three brothers discussed how we should allot our property for
the ancestral rites first, and then distributed the rest to us.

By doing so, without fighting within our own house [meaning, having discord among
brothers], we will be able for a long time to till our land and maintain our slaves
without selling off or losing them.

If fate be willing and our brother returns safely, then we would pool all our shares
and combine them, and completely re-distribute the whole property to each one, so
that no mistake of missing anyone can be made.

As for the shrine, we should not arbitrarily give it to other [parts of the] family [a
maternal side of family], nor recklessly sell it off. It has to be passed on to our own
descendants and should not be replaced [let another family serve it on behalf of us].

If the one in charge of the rites dies without an heir, then we should pass it on to
the distant posterity in our family lineage, and should not let it go to the people of
another surname [a maternal side of family]. By doing so, the souls without caretakers
will be able to return to the proper place to rest.

Our elder brother in Cheolwon passed away without an heir. However, his wife has
remained chaste since young.How sympathetic with her situation!Although she does not
have a right to claim any lands or slaves, we will let her till the field and have slaves
so that as long as she lives she performs the ancestral rites properly.

Once she passes away, we will select the best lands and the slaves for maintaining
the shrine, and then divide her property equally between us.”
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By reading this document we learn that the brothers got together and discussed
how to distribute their family properties evenly among the siblings. They had to think
about one of the brothers who was taken away to Japan.He was kidnapped. He was
enslaved, but what if he comes back? They would not give up the hope that the
missing brother would someday come back!But what if he comes back?They decided
that they should reconvene to make another decision.They wrote that in in the
document!Then they lived their lives.After exactly two decades, after 20 vyears, the
missing brother came back somehow miraculously!Thereupon, they gather together once
again in twenty years as they had promised to redistribute their properties, this time
including the returned brother.Here is the document that we have discovered:As you
can see on the screen, this is a sequel to the origin document created 20 vyears
thereafter. “The document mentioned on the right is this Our brother Pyon, who was
captured in the chongyu year [and held captive in Japan in 1597], returned [to Korea]
alive in the Chongsa year [1617].Rejoice at our brother's homecoming!

As for the lands and slaves we had previously divided up, now we reconvene again
to redistribute them to everyone and also make up for omissions. As for the
remainder, we divide it up fairly.

This will be attached as an addendum to the earlier document, so that the lands
can be tilled and the slaves be managed in perpetuity.”Isn't this beautiful? The
narrative told by these two documents tell us a lot about what was going on at the
time.
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We can see from that document that the Japanese Invasions of the Korean
Peninsula between 1592 and 1598 not only brought enormous economical costs to
Joseon Korea, but also caused an unprecedented displacement of its people. In other
words, many people were Kkilled, displaced, and uprooted from their hometowns.We
know that about fifty to sixty thousands people prisoners were taken away as prisoner
to Japan, where most of them worked as slaves or were further sold to European
traders. The forced exchange of culture led to a substantial transfer of knowledge.Just
like Japanese prisoners of war had spurred the development of firearms in Joseon and
Ming China, Koreans brought new techniques of ceramic production and knowledge of
Neo-Confucianism with them to Japan.While in the negotiations between the Joseon
court and the Japanese after the war the repatriation of all the prisoners was
demanded, the return of only about 7,500 Koreans is documented in history.

We can also learn from these two documents that the promise made by the
remaining brothers as to what to do about the missing brother was kept over the
process of twenty years.This is a beautiful story of fraternity in Joseon society;yet at
the same time, we should not forget that the document of property distribution had a
legal effect, that it was the legal process by which the private ownership of land,
houses, slaves was secured and certified by the state apparatus.
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5-4 Who were the Slaves? The Story of a Rich Slave

Until the mid-1980s scholars had generally overlooked primary sources regarding
private slaves in early Joseon Korea. Among the primary Joseon sources on early
private slaves are old documents and diaries;most of these documents were created by
the hands of yangban literati, and should, therefore, reflect class biases.Unlike most
sources, we are fortunate to have received a rare document created by a private slave
by the name of Pok-man (M&):yes, the same slave | have introduced in the first
lecture of the first week at the very beginning of this course.Do you remember |
talked about old private slave name Pok-man?

In 1540, after a long consideration, the private slave Pok-man, then aged
seventy-six, made a decision to distribute his properties to two to his two daughters,
Yok-keum and Pok-keum. His wife seems to have passed away by this time;it is
reasonable to believe that his wife was a slave to another slave-owner because both of
their daughters had different lords, different masters. Okay, both daughters were also
slaves and private slave Pok-man is bequeathing his property to two of his daughters.

We do not know how Pok-man made a fortune; to the best of our knowledge, we
might guess that he was a tribute-paying (napgong #NE) slave because in the
document he says that he has paid his annual dues to the lord.Pok-man's master
distributed Pok-man's two daughters to his own son and daughter, for which the three
of them including Pok-man came to serve different lords. Now, to serve different lords
did not mean the break-up of the slave family itself because slave-owers owned each
slave on an individual basis.As a result, slave families were subject to disintegration
due to inheritance, trade, required service, and tribute payment.Slave-owners had
reason to distribute slaves on an individual basis: that is, the principle of equitable
distribution.If they distributed slaves on a family basis, it would result in unequal
distribution of slaves among the family members. For this reason, slaves are individually
distributed.
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After his lord distributed Pok-man's daugthers to his family members, on the lord's
ledger of slaves existed only Pok-man. For this reason, Pok-man seems to have been
mistreated by his lord for being a slave without children.According to law, the
properties of a slave without children should belong to his/her masterlord.Of course,
the masterlord must have been aware that Pok-man had two daughters, but he
pressured Pok-man to vyield his properties to him.lt was a legal practice for a slave at
the age of sixty and above to be exempt from tribute payment;however, Pok-man's
master requested tributes from Pok-man for another sixteen years until the age of 76,
he still had to pay tribute to his own maser.In short, the masterlord tried all means to
extort Pok-man's properties.As shown in the document, Pok-man divided his property
equally into three parts, and offered one third to his masterlord before distributing the
rest equally to his daughters.Let's take a closer look at this rare document.

“As to this document, | made it because | am now 76 years old, and do not know
if | will die today or tomorrow, not to mention that my two daughters belong to their
respective masters, and therefore my master, not counting my old age (FR&EHEE),
considers me a case of a slave without offspring (EEFERW—I), collecting revenues
every year and interfering in every case.

It is for this reason that | offered up to him 16 pok of wet field in Q=¥
Anhtingwon (ZEEE) in one of these days; 3 pok of dry field in 4=l Pan'gdogogwan
(REAE); one stove, one brass pot, and two bulls as an itemized inventory under the
heading of ‘one child [for filial inheritance]. As to the remaining houses, fields,
household utensils for daily use, | pass them on to the two of you, so do hold on to
them.

My eldest daughter Ok-geum's share of inheritance is 14 pok of wet field in
Gama-won (Il’T &), 6 out of 12 majigi of wet fields in Anheung-won (ZEE&), 8 maijigi
out of 1 seomijigi of dry field in Yulgok-won (BE&&); 5 pok of dry land needed for the
house in Ban-geogok-won BtHZEY (REAE); 17 pok of dry land in Somok-won (B
8), 1 tile-roofed house in the lower border, 1 cart, 1 brazier, 1 pot, 5 jars, 1 ax, 5
seom of grain, 25 pok of tilling dry field, and 10 fruit trees at the eastern border. The
End.
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My second daughter Bok-geum's share of inheritance is: 14 pok of wet field in
Gama-won (Il’T&); 6 pok of wet field in Myoji-won (EfZ&); 6 majigi out of 12 majigi
of wet fields in Anheung-won (ZHEE&); 8 majigi out of 1 seomjigi of dry landfield in
Yulgok-won (BE&¥E8); 3 pok of dry land leading to the house at the lower border of
Ban-geogok-won (RE&AE); 17 pok of dry land in Somok-won (BAKE); 1 tile-roofed
house at the lower border, on top of which one bull is given because the house is
small; 10 fruit trees at the western border, 1 brazier, 1 pot, 5 large jars, farming
equipment, ax, and 5 seom of grain. The End.How specifice, how detailed. We can learn
a great deal about the social life of the people who were called slaves at the time,
and Pok-man made sure that his properties were evenly distributed to the three
parties his master, the first daughter and the second daughter.

What can we learn by looking closely at Bok-man's will? We can learn that Bok-man
was truly a wealthy man and that he was being subordinate to his master as a private
slave at the same time.

We can learn that a private slave in mid-sixteenth century Joseon had enough
economic freedom to amass a large amount of properties as well as to distribute his
property according to his own will However, at the same time, we can see that
Bok-man was both legally and customarily subordinate to his master.Past the age of
sixty, most slaves could be exempt from tribute obligations, according to the custom of
the day, as noted by Bok-man himself.His master went against such the “decent
custom” of the day and required that Bok-man should to continue to pay tributes.

From the tone of voice in this document we can sense that Bok-man was
disgruntled and expressed his discontent about his master. Therefore, he decided to
make a legal compromise.Although we cannot know the specific context, it seems that
Bok-man and his master agreed that by taking one third of his properties, Bok-man
should be left alone.

24



S M 2o o

N 1 i
SEQUL NATIONAL UNIVERSITY I ' 2 :
= )

J\)um,_) umwm m

Did he pay to opt out of slavery? It does not seem solHis status as a slave remains
the same, but he seems to have gained the right to bequeath his remaining properties
to his daughters. A slave he was, but he was not completely enslaved!How
representative was Bok-man of the slaves of his generation?We cannot say for sure
but he seems to have been exceptionally well-off and lived a long life.lnstead of trying
to reach a hasty conclusion, let us continue to think about this case in comparison
with other similar or dissimilar cases in time to come!
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m Love and Lust: Four Different Types of Adultery in the Will

We have received yet another highly interesting document from the year of 1602
from Joseon Korea. Park Eui-Hwon created the will in which he bequeathed all his
property to daughters and sons of the present wife of his.To do so he had to make
sure that the four previous wives of his and children from those marriages should not
deserve any of his properties.

To make this decision legally effective, Park Eui-Hwon accuses that the four previous
wives of his had committed adultery had committed adultery let me just repeat this
had committed adultery with other men and aborted him unfairly. Interestingly, in this
document, Park Eui-Hwon employs the four different words to differentiate the four
types of adultery they had committed: namely, surreptitious adultery &%F, daring
adultery #@%F, mutual adultery #8%F, and harmonious adultery F1&F.

With the widespread influence of Neo-Confucian ethics, we tend to believe that
Joseon society had strict social rules and was, therefore, suffocatingly oppressive
toward women. Was it really so?The four different types of adultery committed by the
four ex-wives of Park Eui-Hwon's suggest that such images of Joseon might be our
stereotypes about the past:we have projected somewhat unfounded images of an
ascetic society onto the people of Joseon society.As the saying goes, the Past is
indeed a foreign country;in order to understand the past, we should rely on the real
things that we have received from the past.Here is a snippet of love and lust, marriage
and betrayal as experienced by Park Eui-HwonEui-hyeon who had married five times.
Without further ado, let's dive directly into this document. Now, this document goes
something like this:

1. On the tenth day of the third month of the thirtieth year of the Wanli reign

(1602; the renyin year), | give this document to the surviving daughters and sons and
the three deceased sons that | have fathered with the five previous wives of mine.
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2. As to what this document pertains to, as the father, I, an ailing old man who
would soon die, wrote this to divide the shares [of my property to my children].

3. Of the five wives [of mine], | hereby create a clear record to the best of my
knowledge regarding the wrongdoings committed by the four previous wives of
mine.Okay, isn't this interesting? He's accusing his former wives of wrongdoings.

4. The first wife, by the name of Eunhwa (which can be translated into English as
Silver Flower), committed ‘surreptitious adultery'(7&%F) with another woman's husband,
Bak Eon-Geon, who took her as wife, and she lived with him until she died.This was
the first betrayal.

5. The second wife, Jindae, followed and lived [with me] when |, this old man, was
still young; there was a time when she voluntarily abided by the Three Cardinal
Principals and the Five Constant Virtues of Confucianism.However, she committed
daring adultery (&%) with a male slave, which should be a crime punishable by
death.When rumors made the rounds [about their illicit relationship], [they] fled to the
region of Yeongam and wandered from place to place without a permanent residence.

6. [She then met] Bak Sik, who lives in the village of Okcheon, on the road and
they committed consensus adultery (#%F). [She] followed and lived [with him] as man
and wife until they died together.

7. Mongji who was the mother of my dead son, named Park Ch'on-sdk, had a
surreptitious adultery(¥&%F) with Hong Ch'on-gwi, and then produced many children.
After Hong died, Mongji also followed him.Isn't this interesting? Okay? Park Eui-Hwon is
accusing his former wives of all the wrongdoings that they did and how they betrayed
him committing adultery with other men. As for Gajilgeum who was my next wife, she
and | had an harmonious adultery when | worked for the government office as a young
clerk.
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This is interesting. Park Eui-Hwon had a harmonious adultery with Gajilgeum, okay?
When he was working at the government office as a young clerk.Then | took her as
wife and lived together in a remote town.Even after making love with me and giving
birth to a daughter, as a fundamentally disorderly woman, this Gajilgeum still had illicit
affairs with five to six different guys.

9. In the old town, she and | had lived together, but soon she left me (now she
cameback), ...

10. When she came to live with our daughter, for whatever reason, towards this old
man, who has done nothing wrong, she called to heaven day and night and implored
rubbing her palms for my promptly death, for this reason | informed my relatives of
this.

11. In brief, since this peculiar wife Gajilgeum has now died, although without
repenting her adulterous crimes, her implorations for my death are a thing between
the two ofus and we shall not discuss that crime here. Nonetheless, the daughter born
of Gajilgeu by the name of Yeyeong, is one of my flesh and blood;however, she follows
her mother's wish, and prays for my death in that same way. Well, isnt this
interesting? So Park Eui-Hwon made his will to distribute his property to his children
but he had to accuse his former wives of all the crimes that they committed in order
not to give them any property.

Welll What do you think we can learn by reading this document? In the first place,
we can certainly sense the acute pains or emotional traumas experienced by this man
called Park Eui-Hwon. He was deserted or betrayed by his five previous wives.What
does this document tell us about the nature of family relations in this period?Should
we believe all the words told in this what the document tells us?As is the case with all
the other historical manuscripts, we are left with more questions than answers.
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For sure, this document reveals the unknown world of romantic love and sexuality
of Joseon society during the 15th and 16th centuries. But how representative was this
case of love life in Joseon Korea?Were the wives of Park Eui-Hwon exceptional femme
fatale?Was Park an outlier?What can we learn about the family ethics of the day?What
can we learn about the romantic relationship of those who lived in early sixteenth
century Korea?We should admit that we cannot know anything for surelWe cannot
know for sure what each of these four types of adultery really was, and why he used
a different term for each.At best we can guess that a “surreptitious adultery” was a
secret love affair, and a daring adultery was a love affair that everybody sort of knew
of. A mutual adultery was a consensual sexual relationship, and a harmonious adultery
might be the case in which a couple lived together.However, these are only guesses
based on the meanings of the characters, and nothing more.

In this regard, we should say that we can learn from this document what we can
learn from this document is a precious lesson that we should never ever presume to
know anything about the past in detail until we spent enough time reading through
historical sources for a long, long time. It is generally held that primogeniture was
firmly established by the end of the Joseon dynasty.How was the situation different in
1602, as demonstrated in this document?Was Korea always a “patrilineal” society?How
did Neo-Confucianism philosophy affect women's life during the Joseon dynasty?How
does this document complicate our understandings of Joseon women?How reliable is
the information provided by Pak Ui-hweon?Why so?What seem to be the crimes
serious enough to warrant reduced inheritance?What can the document tell us about
married life in this social group during this and time period?What was marriage like in
those times?What can we infer from Bak's will is in terms of distribution of property
among children and spouse?Would it be safe for us to say that Park's way of
distribution of property is the norm in those days?Could it be that his will is
"unique"?Again we are left with more questions than answers!This is why to explore
and study historical manuscripts is so exciting and spirit-lifting.
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Conclusion

In this lecture, we have closely observed the real documents, historical manuscripts,
which were created by the hands of those who had the clear economic purposes of
using these documents for their own benefits. Because these historical manuscripts
were government-certified documents with legal validity, they were preserved almost
intact through going through many hands for over four to five centuries despite the
violent storms of foreign invasions, dynastic fall, colonization and the massive modern
war.

Apart from the actual contents of the documents we have studied so far, what have
you learned about the method of historical inquiry? The empirical survey of the past is
time consuming simply because the totality of the lived experiences of the dead and
the records they left behind is limitless, and therefore, our search for the realities of
life and historical truths should be interminable."The past is a foreign country,” so
named Professor David Lowenthal named his time-honored book which analyzes the
ever-changing role of the past in shaping our lives today.I'd like to end this lecture by
reading from the introduction to this book. “The past is everywhere.All around us lie
features with more or less familiar antecedents.Relics, histories, memories suffuse
human experience.Most past traces ultimately perish, and all that remain are altered.But
they are collectively enduring.Noticed or ignored, cherished or spurned, the past is
omnipresent.'What is once done can never be undone.. Everything remains forever,
wrote Vaclav Havel, 'somewhere here'.The past is not simply what has been saved; it
‘lives and breathes .. in every corner of the world, adds a historian.A mass of
memories and records, of relics and replicas, of monuments and memorabilia, sustains
our being.We efface traces of tradition to assert our autonomy and expunge our
errors, but the past inheres in all we do and think.Residues of bygone lives and locales
ceaselessly enrich and inhibit our own.Awareness of things past comes less from fact
finding than from feeling time's impact on traits and traces, words and deeds of both
our precursors and ourselves.To know we are ephemeral lessees of age-old hopes and
dreams that have animated generations of endeavour secures our place - now to
rejoice, now to regret - in the scheme of things.Ever more of the past, from the
exceptional to the ordinary, from remote antiquity to barely vyesterday, from the

collective to the personal, is nowadays filtered by self conscious appropriation.Such
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all-embracing heritage is scarcely distinguishable from past totafity.lt includes not only
what we like or admire but also what we fear or abominate.”

In the next lecture, we will meet with scholars who have worked in the field to

explore and discover the historical manuscripts we have studied so far! Thank you very
much!
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XN EUKEICEFEZTmEA%E , PEXKNEE. tNES. FLEEEsm. B
REP—EFEANFEIERTUERERAEEUL  EERAFZNEERARESE="0FHNE
YR, EMEZ , XERHMNERRTREEZNERES  BE T — X,

MAELRNMNEBEAGEENRENEESERR | BT, R L. 8SH20MEN , ©85—%£+t
SIREMA.  MEATEFRAnobifE | IEHEBHMTHENRIAL, EXEXF, noEREN,
bIiRZW, —LHEHEFERAEENobIFIEMI RiFslaves ; M , RIBHRNAKZHIHEZF
KILF—HERWR—IARIERnobIN K, WREFEAREEH , BIEAEANFHSEEH
Ao

56



% ]

e .
ﬁ:oé»\'l%l:“g—tm N e

L . x

{_ SEOUL NATIONAL UNIVERSITY I | f 4
A
\

f ~< M
Sources of Wisdom
Classical Chinese and Korean

S

RIEHBECIAA |, “chattel2—MRURHIA | (FAARSZMEE., HEfttaEBSHs
RS RIFLEAWRAFRITE AR,

ARFTEAD , HEEREF BHREABARPHNSENR. EXNITH , B ADRI30-40%4#
BICAPBISRIRRIE (R) . 52, ENHERAM AN 86 ; BEEZINENGIE
X5, JLGHTIER, ik, HAFILERR,

MR ASERBERE  BEHNNRFRRTSNERITA . RIEX—FN , IRE—77EN
RIS, HFRAWNRBG, AN, XAFRERERATT G BEBRE DRBHEE N ANRILS.
XEHFANBEUAETINE,  HANNZEI AR LRI S TEREE R 77 R R T
BRI R AT NSUSFINBRRE, ERNENE X TEIENREIH BNFE AR LB
EEHITHEX AN A,

RIESS R EACE R BER IR R TR 240 2 ACHRIAR | IXEESR IR L SR 1B IR R 2 BCRO R B &
M BOARIBTTAAREE , BEMHFEERAAS0E300AEE,

BRAEER , 81O REEBEEMAEAR | FRMN%REE SHER.

BE  WREREPREFUSEIXLEAMNEN, ILREE—E, ER K XENNRE
—REPREFHEEHXEAMNEN,

—MRERBNR , ROBDTHEA.

AR FHARIESE , AEE EHASIR)F , HIBMERIAXERAENNRYEEBEBE AT
A BEHEEBE—AA, BRI, RERIIREINTEOESS M, 15HEHhHE—ER
SAXERIRFFRFHERSMR 7584, FAHENE  AUNEEBREIIKETIEE , 216t
LRE , ttNEERENNREESRIALVE7 1A, HINTUER , #1522 6tHLERIITLIEHE
|, RET-LEEXBHNTL  XTEBVNHERE, FIEEETEERGEREE
R FIX AN AR,

ERXASFERMINRIHSAER'R' 5 KRR  FRE'R, MUEE K . ERERIIKE
—TFELZHESHRMartina Deuchler#BiSHE/E(EHESCHIIRF),
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"ELERNERE  BENRFIRHM—T M, SASHEMNUREEARR , PEABR , &
ENR SR EAEMER LB XA,

5, 7 1500FER , 1SR AOL900H5 ARI40%, FHENREIERIRIRZER/D.

EARRELFETEFNRL  SWEERNE  ECEGAREENZHERNEWE—
kR H R A AR IS S Z FHEARY, " B , DeuchlerfERBRYFT B(TERSCRIBR ) IR ¢

T EHENRERRIFENARE , ZRMBIRREM T B S AERNFER, UTEMIEA
"tRIE1606F K HELLRERIFFE  WRAKELADORILT1% ; RIBREFLETE  WRAKA
47%, BCHLNBFBERAAER , EAFRENHARELER B CEICEFERIMIIR
BTR. HFRNRERE , FRAREEEN , 1 7THERHEAHINRAKALE 30-40%- - 2
m , BN RARNARFEAORN3-4%EH,

XM EREIEKE30-40% G EEETEERH A ? BEWATHIA  3-4% , fEEREE ERRANIEE
30%-40%, WRAOSRIEINZEIZ0-40%MAFEREMTA? XE—NHEBHNARAE , B
SR THEEBS SR EF B A G A IR,

K NEUR A NIIE" R T IR A O RIERREE, "KL IR E SR IREEERNALE"
BRI LR R 2 A ERE REBREAMAIREREEREN, HEEVW—RABAUTEERR
—EN" , BN HREBHRAMEA—TT A TR | AR F R T R AL

fFlgn , MREBRWR , REEKRE , WHFHE/LHEBICAWR  IREBEFER , REENR
AFTEILHR TR, XERFIABHREER  WEXALEEHREN |, REZEN , ZF
BEATFHRENXBREA, FENMBEHSFRE=Z %S (Orlando Peterson) &
TEZE , A, MZRIEBRNERARTRS I FOIMEEE , AASREERENEIRK LKA E
B, NBENPFERXS—RNTE5E (BEFAX) ERERXL, ZOIAENE , IRES
IEUEIRATAE YR F |, BB SERIMAL , BN |, BS B3V,

ERENFTERES  SEXHFENREE BRI , TEEEFE S HLCHIERE
/H\)ﬁo
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XTHENRERMEUNEE K B=2 FEXREE: "N\E+HLKNFTE , IR BEH
UABRRETEZF |, ZFRSHAERINR , T ASZETHEREN,  Am, IR—PFER
YEIFRE T — P EEFRRMA AR F EIFRENR) HNR , ZFNAREHA, " (W15
A, WREFNLERIELT , 142) . N, XTRSIUEAFKGLERZR , BILRE—T. Liewd,
WMR—NFRULZFE T — MR , FEREIEHERMAAERTFA.

BHAER RN FERLEZRE T — M FAEMRNENNE |, BAZTNAREHN,
ITATIAEER , PENBENPERBERSEE T ARNZEAL  &E, &£t8 (171-1368)
WERF"IF A AFEE |, EEFHREFRELIRNED. BE'BR'BANZNEABE , MKEG
WRN'BEHTZARANE, TR, SEFENEEREERERELR A CKANEAR
o ZEAFR, FLARATHEWNRFEZIAREHTEEZENEM  KE™RERSEEHR
M,

AEEmIRISETEET. EEENRE , NIRIHEDARK , 9ELAOB 3-4%.

AREHESGHE  PEREBEAEMFRSNREE. BUEXMISREREFZIRA N
FRESTUKMHERRAOHEN, B2 , HREMHERE , FRENFEREEE LEAITN , 7
EERITE S &R,

F+AHLY  FRENRABERREIE , RE10-20%L%H ; 15tHEEEEHFSE |, BHME
FEISHIELBIFFE EH |, B 6B IGEE , BIRISFE40-60%Eh,  ESERAVEMMN ™75
SLMHFENSHINRADBIEE30-40% , NS IIKEEAZE1 51 22 i HARVEREE 2RI 71043,

ExRG ERERMAE GERERRENTA? GERSILNREREBTBERENNR
H#E | LUEXIEEANRELETF  BEBIINNRERNVYFER, HTFXNEE , WREEE
LM BHMLENRBENEE  EATENRBLTEROKIEREREN | WAREBERE
ME5R—NEANZNREENBNER , BABPEMIINZFHBMZIFABDIEAFE . BR X
LM VURERERYNEFR, XEERXTAET,

BT XEHEHH BT RAELENEZRSANENNEEFRE  EP XSRS EHRE
IR B EFF B AT RO R AR TFIE A IR R IR = R Y,
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| 52 WETRE TP

EEAEFEEYIRALAK | AL =S StAVFR , OB EEEHRER. 2/,
N JRHI E R R A RIAR R .

BAER  BREKRAZFTAECRLEE  RERALENXXY  HARIEE(IZEHE
RERR. —UIRANEFRZELAEE NERE SBRFRERNAIERERF, Xt , SES
RIS 1 IERAIREER 1631 FCHELRFRMAEIE S,

1631828288 , BB FE16REBEI-H (1623-1649F M) B T HREBSINENIGLEA
BB ET/\FREEMINRMAE, KRERREER  XOXHE—KELHE, FNET7TEREE
ENE, BRTANXEFLMNEEMNAN TSI, EttArEASEE—DiER , 25I15IHT538E
WS, HEFD, B, XSRS HEFHEFHBMEISEXOAES, WEAR
ERELREEN , XMERH

—&f5, 11632888108 , CHEXTH TE—#528EL XEWRFEREITIRI
X, SZERNXH4—#F , HNEZXGHEREENRERS , ANETEZ0E, NEARE
FRELFFEIN , EEEEHESEEEGHEMERE T FRNENEERER , TFERKH
MBI A N,

B E AR RIS R A R i EEARI R E R M) FTAE, 8 (1455-14685F7
i) TR HIRBIRTISRE  RREER (1468-1469F M) FAREBIT T(REX
Y, &, R (1469-14945F %) ERTH(EEAR), ERAREE(REARR)IITH
MR , frAEERENEHRERTANESERNERNXY, RERNEEENEHEEE. )R
FECEERENTHE) TR FARER , N BRNRXENT (BFERKE. K, IMEREBIE
FHRE) ER)BMNBMEAEN , ROMETHERIXH,

®EZ , BRFIETIEZRERF , KESRKNZHFBEA LS ESERNZREM ™ D E AR ENR

R, ETREZENVF , 25121, BEMNR, BNSTRAEMEHNIEAAETE, BAE
i R BIZ S RIFEF AN E,
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HFXNERE , EREKRFAATAECBBELREEY , EEFIEMRBREM =T E R
BHEKUREMRERRZ B0, HFXENEREE , BSLaifiittr=4 TiIeRM =2 ET ARX
%, HEHEERATRADMiCBunjaegi , FERBE " DEVERICR . SIS AT ER
MABE , HRASEMBIINL, WR. BEMNEMSHYRIEE—H. BNIME—T
15t 2RI E R —1,

XD AHER THNEE DL FERIY , EREENXA, ENE T LARIRE T 1R ZrIN
FHDE, KFUEFMNE BEEE | BBEERN) L FIRSAREMFHEHESE M. R
B RS N BERRE—EDEEFINERE ? XEHF—BEHNINEERT. BEIiRES
A (AN LB FIS T )

HTFAERIEREIRA , ERYTIEEEANER, A, EttEREzIREZih A ERE
V447TFEEN1450F 20, IEWFEAIFR, I FNEIETR/NE, ECEEETEALFE)ICE , T
1447F10B4HEALER & KE

IREETEAL | 1450w,

BBNE  XOX4RREET=8/\TRURNDE. UIRESEZ—E , =B/\TRWURES
RERH, NBURFEEREBTRIFES  ORHFHBARE/N\TENTRBNR,

MERKFHIKFETINR BRI FEE—IER. —BESRURBFIANENRNE
o RBINERI , AXNERBRYEE—KEL , ITEHBNEEF,

XAZREFTH? THELEHH IXOTENERRFERERE T RUSE=T/\+BN
o

XEB—MXE , IBRT1494FEFFIK(1436-1487) NN ZF |, BIEZIE(1480-1561)2 /8
RS, EXNXH , BB CERT/\AJLFHIDELE R BEK, 1494F B2+
tHHNE—XENE , NETTABNR/LFEYSEANIN R EEE (FHUEBAETEILET/\Z
WR) , KA—PBEHNEDXAER TG TANNE EBANETIUR)
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M, F—RDER , KFFEHEIRETHTEMNR | bR B EREZ =11,  ERZER
BIRE , BRIEFHNOMEFEAELRSMRENNR  BAMFERRSE ; RFZDHATT
DARIBIA A R R F B HIE M 6 EFHIASGERIEAR M B RIERIEN,

UTREANTXIKREN TR .  "SHEZERRENFZFZEX—NMELL , JERETES
ROBk. FRRMIXFFFE (1451-1487) REHNBUEEN] , MEMA T Rkt REIZAE
REMAYAEERILE,

At , XEEFERHENNRERTRERE R, "
More than wills)

M, AEMNAENXTXIMHRENIFEERNERF , HIIFEBEUAXISHNESISESE
AT, FAIREEXOXHH7HARNRIKES T,

ZXHEREMRIZR TR, FHER TEHE) \MENRH/\MEK, KKATLEED ? 5A8E
J\NERART/\MEK,  BAIEEHEZFPRFARFRRIFFRA R H FRX K E,

WARFFEIN , NRAFERILHERZIFERERFTMN S, FXE, WEAR , XX
ERABHINSEMEREEE | AFBED ? tTEASEXLNRE ?

BEEXMONMY  HINETEAZSTER., HENRNEEVESRTHA? XKREHAR?
FREFNBEK ? FREINER? XRABMANTHEE SHNRIBERESIR ? XAZSEEH
BHINREASWEICAX—REXRENNTR ? MMZRENAEEECHINRN ? NRIRLE
R T EAN? H1E L ENER ISR St TR R ?

MRXDHEEEER  BMARREERSEAERETH AR ? BEXREGREHEIXD
R EAEFF At IR IX LR AIFT A ?

ERNETEZERRENWRAUMBEN , BRI THARKR? @R —a , slave #1 slavery&E®x

IBRAEMAILRET I ENIERAIED ? 28, HIIEEXNXE , HNRBEEESTH |
FAINIZAIN | Befi IS BRI R IR T IR BR
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REERMALEF AR

HFHBHELRIEFAE , BT EEENMENNT, XEREZLBEEM~DEIER , LA
BiRtER RS T—R | ABLEERZEREENS.

REERLRAKERS AT HE R LPERETRK— N |, IBHEWAIAEABLLTE b S R ERTR
EREGPZRAIA

IR SR ERHERIRS TERIRNKERRZBD RV ; BURZREMRESEFA
SRAAHELAE ?

MEILFENER S —RIFEEBHONYE  ZXAERTEERELBHENZE  XERERN
LAY, ATAR M2 RICR T KEEESN A RIEAS ., XRHE 4R EEHEM
ABERER |, WRMMAIBEERTT. F—HXHEIETI597 F, AREFRE LEFRREXHRISE
friRF. BAEBEANI—F  REFTXEKESE, ZXHALIETI597E, FHXHE
BN HAE T FRRIEE,

HAVEREEE

"AINREIXHNT, IESHTEENL97]AM , BN , BHIKER, TiEMNEEMEAS
& (BEF—ABREFEEENEEIBAR], BAMATERNEIFREERE,

RFEEET, WE, BEERINZENKEEELLHIEI X Tt TERNTREER.
R BHAN | AT sEE S R R IR E X 2 SR B RO &,
HA=RHERHE , AEFLEMToEER  AEFIERE].

XM, ARNBESNBEFERTR[ERER S ZENAFIRBERT , HAVGEB KT
A TR L H 4ESF R IR R M A ZIES R AT,
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RMBLAE , AN THFERITE , BBAKNBEAEHNRNESER , SHIER , BE=X
MEHREFDREE A | FERASLETEFMARER.

ETXRTEHERE MM NZEER L EMKRERBRRE] , AT UL S SREE,
ELTERHINBENER , FRIZRERLLS — P REARBAIRS]

Z1EMmER , WNETAKITE  AAETREZA, BEXEY , REEFARNRZRE
BEMSIR [EIE SR TS IR R,

HNESRENFIFEET |, REREA,

M, HNEFMINRRIFIUE, SARBRLE | EARIKENFERE T e
R, ERMNSILEHMENFRENR | XEREMWEE | A UEREITHEERYR,

—Bfhktt | BATSHERFR DA NR KGR L | AR o8] "
BT R M, )T R B MERE—RITC A T B Ak Z BT D EC it IR 2k

M7=, MR EARZEREHIAANTEZ— MEHPRT, EYURT |, (BNREERT
E? MMIFRSMFRENTEE—RSERNFE | ER—tERTE? MITRE  WRIX

FIEEHRE  IMZEFFASMES —PNRE, MNEXEFET | AR LT 16
&,

BE_+FR , RENASREATERMERT | T2, EZTFEEEXES , Bt
AEEFDEMNNYT , X—REFFIRNLE. XEHRNAERAXMG . EUAKRERFEL
BRI | XE20FEEIBRFRIAN SRS, "AURENNANT HMNTEF , bET
BEWFERAR , £TEFN617IEFERE, WIEHAITHAIESRK |

ETHEMNZARSHIFNE  MEXBEER  EFfOELEAK , tib LR ZETRT
B, B RFE.

XBERRER S AAFRIB R £, MERAM IR AEENR, XAZRRMEL? XK
XHFRIAR , HIFTHRINRZS X TIARERENSE.
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MBI SR FATAT AR | 1592FE1598FAAARHHEFX T MUEHETRTEX
REZFHK  MEER 7 HEARTRNREKRT. ®EZ  FEABR. REKFA. EHE
2, HAIFE , KEOB5EI6HARHEIBARSNIE |, tFRRSHAEIRE SWREHHE—F
SEMNEA. AT, FERIETEMIIRS L. FREERT , T2 AERN—RITEGER
B, MKREBIRZRSHEAIRNAKERER,

WG B AREZERREFIRRERE D) T KB ARE—H | BEABEELE - RFTRARTIHTHERAIR
walTHAR, EAEHMEEHESAAARNRAT  EXRERMEM&E  MHRICH , RE47,500
FAEE iR [E 2R

a’e%ﬂ‘]iZSEILXMiZﬂ%J‘SZ#EP%%D,%U'FE’\J%Rﬁ]?&?ﬂﬁ&ﬁ@%ﬁ%ﬁ’ﬂ%ﬁﬂﬁﬁ(% E=T+FR

RE—ERFE, XERHHSBEENRENS,; BS5UE , B#ANTIE , Mrois 4
BEEEMN , B, BE. !&iﬁ’\]ﬂ\kﬁﬁﬁ&%éu%’Fﬂ’f’@ﬁ‘ﬂ%ﬂﬁ%ﬂiﬁﬁﬁ’]li@&f FFro
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BENR ? EWANE

EF1980FR T , ZFE(IBRBZUN THERPERMANRNEESN,. BEEHMAAN
FKNETERMEEIEXEHMBES, XEXHASHERELAZF  BNRRMERL. 5K
SEMHREARR , BAIEERER T —HERRXY |, B—AMAM NRFAREIE: 2/, &
EHARE—ENBE—ZIRPNBHIFL

RIZIBERRIT R A M FRIEFALG ?

15405 , 76 HI M ERITRBHERE | REFMMIM = DELEMNRIZILESHES.
MEFILNFELIHT ;| FEBREMHNEFES —MURENNE , BB 22 LER
BAREREA, FIE, BN/ LEERER , FAR MMM~ EES Tt 2L,

HAITEBA MARNARME ; fEFAIRA , BAITRSBEUMRE—TMRITNR , BAEX
HrhftiRftELRAEAMNT FEZER, MEREAR NERRATZILS%E T BERJLFHR
L, BiE NAERN=ZABREERENEA  ATENAERSHIERENRRESZHIRE
K, BEANREENTAEM EAEEINNR,

SR WRRERME. BH. ERSFHSIESMFRE, WREFEHAENAEM ESERN
R DRAFSEEREN,

MRMNTAREANBUSRNR  MSSHHRERRZANNROEA, EHit, RESM
S ECHY,

FEMHEAR NANZILAREMNRAZE , EEARNNRKELRE MG,  ERBNL,
MEUFRMENEAES , BAME—NRERTFHINER, RIEEE , KRERFHORROM N
BTt/ AeEE A,

R, EA—EME MEERAEIL , EftsRE MNFiEHMRTFE, TS R ERRRN
IR MNERRIRG ; AT, MEONEAZEK MNABETTEE , BEEMtE3F ALEIREEME
T, EME<  EABRR—IINEEIR N, WXHRR, NEBESHUFS M=%
7, B=22z—REEHNEAN  ARBERNFESER /L, EHINFAEEXHFERMX
1,
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EEXONHNIHE  REZXR TS T , HAMESRILARARIE , BEMRKHIFH L
JUAEREREA , TN EA , FUHERNEE  REEFAINNR | ILHREFER , B8
Fid,

IEEAML , BE—DZFIRE FRUSET |, AR THELHKARN16RIER ;| RESRAI3
REM ; —MPF, —MER , REAYE. " ETRTHEE. Bit. £FRER , MG RIIE
T RMNEEENFFREE,

HOKRZIILEFREFBFREMTR14MER , RXIT128EHFHIGR , RERA8EM
() FHNAEREAR,; EREFRHBFAHFRLHREN  AARREM17R, TRRBI1E. NG
W, RPN |1 IR5N, B BARISA. SHt25RAM |, REFLIEE 101RRN, L,

—Z)LESHIESR T R14RER ; ERREIZHOR | RM4TT128EHPHIGR ; RAR

gt () FHITARH ,; BOREERTARBENIRER  BARMI7HREN ; TREB1

B, BBEFAN, MM E—Sk2 4 BERMI0E , JEF1D /14, 5510, KB, &% BRE>5
B, At

SNULTRA | QNULAFARIT,  FATATLA T MREI SR ATE | T b ARG R =Ty
DEGEMHIEAN , KL ZLZIL=A,  (FHANE MERIER |, FHIIEFRIHA? BTN
&, NOR—TEIENEA , EIFATAANRENETHEIEA

HATATAT#EE |, 16 LRI HEE— M FAANNRE EBHEFEHRRARREM , HLUB
CHANMERAEMAIMT, A, SER , FOTLAEER MEEER SR EERAT
fbRIEAN.  IEW0 MAARAFTEHAIARE | IRRLITHNIE | RKSENRET5 2 G AR
TIN5, MHIEANEE T SRR XA, ER M YREEERL,

NI HHIESH |, HATTLURREER] MGRASEX , RETHHEANRRHK, Eit, fRE
AR ERZD.  ERARNAMEERRKREER , BUF MSHtNEARER , EAEE
ftb=02—HIM=fE , AERE MR,

REXZMN TIRFRHNRHNER? FHEARXE | 1’@1’Eﬁ§2§ﬁ’]§1 MRIFAEE | {Efth{iL
FIRE T RRIRM T EMEE 2 LHIA, HENR  EHRETERNIR
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RA ORI T B— 5k E 16026 MEAE: | BARSAMATSE, USSR TIRE B
M= RATUEETHLIFILT.  Jlt | s SRR AR N B T RO LR 0T F AR
S BN,

ATEX—REEBEFER , M EIEEMHORINNEFSEMBBSABT , HBH—E , 5
HithSBABIFHEG M, BENE , EXOXM4D , N ERNNTEERX 5138 TaI
MBS T . B, BEF. BRI,

HTFHERCEN ZEMm , MR T IAABELSE RSN | B 24 EE
SAER, HEMEXHEID? fHEHNANRIEIC THNFAREREABITERER |, BENXMHER

AIBE R B IS ERIZIREDNSR :

BIIKEITH SN —SELRENERIREESHELSHAMNE L,  BiER  EERAER
2, AT THEEE , BIINZKERIIANTESINESLSY, UTRETRIXIENFNN ZAE
PRZEEME. BRSERNAR, EXRER , EHRNMNEEHNXD X, X RIXEF
Y

1. BHE=1TF (1602 ; £EF) =B+H , HEXOXHREGHSHMANEFRENEERIL
LHEHHI=DILF.

2 RTXMNMHHIARE  FARE , RXMRIRRAIZARREE B TTRXOXHRAT DE
M= a BT o

3. ERANMEFH , RAEMMKZ NN NEFFICHER | REMANEE—DEMINIER, &
B, XARREED ? iR MmrREMEE,

4 FEEFREESZ—RBLFHLKAIED BT ASREZER.

XEFE—RHNE R,
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5. EXNEARFRENE  BTEEFHRRER—RLEE  BF X, tABET=HA
F. B, 52 BWET , ARFATER., K TMMINAELXRRZIES R , MiIk2T
REHX , FIRR , IREKAEF.

6. [HFE/EBEI TEEE)IFHIAME , 1R THRTFSE. BEIREHSHIEAXELTE 5
ftri1—iEsE %,

7. BREENILFRUMINFAENEFEEZ  SHTROT S TFSHT. #itE  PZ0iRE
Efthx, XARREEE? FHY ? AN BRI EL TRMEER | UR(1EERitS
HAth5B A@aT,

8. ETHRHTEEFNNS , B AERFRN HEERNIHRSH FTF . XREE,
NSRS FNGT | 4715 ?  BAESMAEBETENIHME.  (FA—RBFENXRAEBETLE,
EREBEMAE , H—RBEE—MREAINE,  BEFEENREREXRRALETZILZE  FA—
MRALFHLZA , MESDBAFTRANRENSATAE, 9. Adhl , HApEEEE—iE, B
RRMAAEF 7 H QERERT) | .10, BIFNZLRENEME , R ARE , thISEHIX
MRMEENZLTF , AOBERMER |, SREEEEL , TREEXHEERFTHRIFEA. 11. B
ME2  BAXMEFENZEFMWSBERT , EAMKBITIERBENR , EERKEIFNERS
RENANZENSEE , BAIFEX RIS FET, RELE , MuSArEm)L , B4l
xR, BERHBRNZ—

R, WwEREFENER , NEHNGICREEL, B, XARREED ? FEit , AAEYT
BB, BUFED8ZF ], (BATREmEEAM | AEAERZIEIL THRERET

SFIB | REARFNAT B FIRXMEZEIN A ? B% , BAISATURZRIFMNEE IR
A REEFEFREREMEHIRZIESSEREf, XTX—EKERRIMER , XX
HERFIUTA? FRONZBEXHSFERIING ? SREEMBEFR—F , HITEIRIR=
ZTE=E.

R ROXMHHERT 15HEH 1 6 SRS RIBEBAMARANER, (EEXESHEHE

BEBNRFABSRHARMER? INENEFAIEFENEBEEA?  BEMNERERIEG
3? XTHERECE |, BJEFRIHA?
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HATEM 16t CREAFEARREBXRRPZEIN A ? HAINZAIN , BAITEREETEE |
HANTEREXWFBTFNEIES RN A , WA A SFBITERRRNAE, Hi&
ZHEHIBE T RNELE | T BT e A A ERRIEIME. TRF BT B RRIER
R, MFAE—XBERRE. A, XERAZETFHIXHEN , (NTmE.

FEXTTE , BNzt , ARG ERENTLAFRINEESR—R |, BRIEBRNEE BRI E
KESEFZHEER, BUIHAVKEARNIZ B AT EAUEAETEH THEE,

—MRINA , KFURRHI RS ERREFEEY,  WIASHEERTR , 1602FIERBAARE ?
BE—ER'KR"HS ? Hifx BB A A AR AR ? X0 SN 3 13 FAEE
THRERESRN ? MERENGERESATERE? ATAREFRN? BERTUFTEREUR
IERDARR ? KT X—IT R S BHANI RS B R AIEIR TS | XD HRe SRR T A?

AR ETEARVIEIR R AN 7 AT BUNAN X SR AT IR A3l H A 7 LA BB 2 B D EC M ™ 75
HItA? Bitale? BTN GV OESNRARIIESE? HERRERE—T
=" BR,BMNBETHREZSTER ! XMEAMTARTINHARDEFRMLS AKERE
IR,
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&t

ARRER | FAMFAURTESNXMG , FEFR , XEXHEHRILERmINEFEN
RIARTENERY , XEXHEAN TIRRANZMERREX AR, BTXEREFREBMIAENE
BEERANNY , BEREZR THIRANE, ERXRT. BRUFAIARERAHFIVIEZINE |
ENIFEIZIRER , FETHFAHRE T LRI MEL,

PR T EATERIFTARHNNBERABZHN , KRS BERFTNGEBHATER?

NI ENTIEAEIFERERN | (MXREAFENERTLHAMNE THIEROSHZ TR,
FEE | AN EFRSSAG L EBIRRNIZZELILRRN, “EET32% %", David Lewenthal#
REAZBRLZNERZZFER , o T HEEEEHIMEFPAHETRNEE, FEBEITRERN
PHSSRERTRAE, "TELUARE,

£ ibﬂ]l':l’]ﬂl B EZ D EEFEEATBNTITERHE B, . iSiZRFREALENEZ
K, REHIEWRITRAZLHZHR , M TH—IEHHENET, EE(IHEZATE,

%EZ?I%EU‘JZ?&’”?L WIS HRES  BELTAARE. BRAX REREXENENMS'S
HEMENSEXKTEERE. . —UIEBKEFE . SEEMUNERREFTRNEA ; €
T E%E’JE:—A%,%E%BEE\ FRE.."  —AEFHRHINRE, AENICIZHMER , XYNE
i, SSENYE  EFERINNTFE. BIREERIRET , L4EFRIME £ HER
MR | BT EAERNFAEMBEN—TITEFE. IEREFNGATRFRR T EEIHET
MNECHEE, MIEFWRIARSHRERESZLHAIM , FREKR B TREZIFEXSHA1L
ATIRA]E CHFHEIRIZE. STHREH, ZENERMNIELEREMPTREERBEA  XEH
EMBREATIRARNS S, XBRT HZNESWITH PR E—IITIAR , BiEE.

HMEBEZHEE  NEREIFEN , NZHRIRINE R , AERZITA &DA%B%&E?SE’JEBFHFE
g, XMBFARMNEFSIENSMARLFRERA, EMIEERNERIAENERA ,
BIERAIERBRER R, "

T—RE , IS EZTETENZENRE , —ERTMEIMENNES NIEARIHGEE
Fie | PHEARK |
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All these questions are designed to encourage you to develop your own ideas on

some of the most difficult yet engaging questions in the field of historical studies.

You should ponder on the meanings of these questions and write brief essays by
articulating your own views and perspectives.
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E21 o ZH|oll CH3H XHAIQ| Y2t of7g AR U2 YAo= Mt Lt
— o CH2 $240| J?1 of2d0] Xhilo| oj7ig HHOZ HIE B2 H4O QHELUCH
FX| What were the characteristics of Korean slavery during the
Joseon dynasty? (60&)
£k As discussed in lecture, Korean slavery is a highly important issue that

lies at the heart of Korean history. By looking across many other sources,
you are encouraged to develop your own ideas as to Korean slavery.
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E&27 o ZH|oll CH3H XHAIQ| Y2t of7g AR U2 YAo= Mt Lt
— o CH2 $240| J?1 of2d0] Xhilo| oj7ig HHOZ HIE B2 H4O QHELUCH
FH Why do you think the slave population increased so very rapidly

during the Goryeo-Joseon transition? (60=)

1kas
!

This question requires you to read secondary sources on the institution
of Korean slavery and look for answers by pointing to specific cases in

history.
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E23 . "I1I01| Cieh Apalo] d2tap o|HE XNREA Sz FAe=2 AHdotd gLt
— o CIE +Z740| 2! A0 Afilol oAS HHeR AR EE F+ot AYELL

=X As discussed in this lecture, some families in the early Joseon
dynasty had close to one thousand slaves in all parts of the
Korean peninsula. For example, among the nine children of Yi
Maenghyeon (1436-1487), including Yi Ae (1480-1561), in 1494,
758 were distributed almost equally. How do you think this was
possible? How do you think they could control their slaves from
far away? (60&)

1Ly
]

This is an open-ended question. You should try to answer this question
by looking closely at the documents discussed in lecture.
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E24 ZH|of cHot XbAlo| 24Tt o|AS XIREH A HAo= s ELict
= o LCIE 2440l F21 o0 Xpilel oAZ HHOR HAE EE FIt QIEELICH
=X As discussed in this lecture, Private Slave Bokman had a large
amount of wealth. What does this case tell us about the social
economic conditions of slaves during the mid-sixteenth century?
(602)
£ This is an open-ended question. You should try to answer this question

by looking closely at the documents discussed in lecture.
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o FHOf CHet Rplof M2t oAS AREA HHz A= FdotH ELUC
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| As discussed in this lecture, in 1602, Bak Uihyeon created the will
in which he bequeathed all his property to daughters and sons
and the three deceased sons from the five marriages he had with
the four previous wives and the last present wife of his. In this
will, he mentions four different types of adultery: surreptitious
adultery JE4F, daring adultery &%, mutual adulteryf8F,
harmonious adultery #0%F, respectively. What does this case tell
us about the social life of people, especially, their romantical
relationships, in the early seventeenth century Joseon? (60%)

o2
k=l

Scholars of modernity have constructed a somewhat biased view of social
life in premodern times. Some even argue that before the modern times,
romantic relationships between men and women were kept to a minimum.
However, this particular document, discussed in class, seems quite
suggestive of another perspective. What do you think? Articulate your
own views.
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